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ATCHAFALAYA BASIN LEVEE DISTRICT
P. O. Box 170

Port Allen, Louisiana  70767-0170

Phone (225) 387-2249

Fax     (225) 387-4742

                                                March 6, 2013







A Regular Board Meeting of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District was held at the Office of the Board in Port Allen, Louisiana at 4:00 pm, Wednesday, March 6, 2013.  President John Grezaffi called the meeting to order.  Mrs. Janice Jarreau called the roll.  The following members were present:

COMMISSIONER


PARISH


Gerald Alexander


Ascension

Glenn Angelle


Iberia 

John Grezaffi


Pointe Coupee 

Karen Jewell


Iberville 

Harry Marionneaux


Iberville  

Earl Matherne


Assumption 

Nickie Rockforte


Pointe Coupee

Barry Soileau 


St. Landry


Bill Flynn



West Baton Rouge 

Absent: 

Daniel Hebert


Iberville  

Moise LeBlanc


St. Martin

Gerald LeGrand


St. Martin

Cory Chustz



West Baton Rouge

Also Present:

INDIVIDUAL


REPRESENTING


Rick Dugas



CPRA

Don Begnaud


Citizen

Ray Brignac



Former Commissioner

Cecil Tessier


Assistant Executive Director

Richard Sparks


Levee Board Operations Superintendent

Janice Jarreau


Administrative Program Manager

Kristy Jewell 


Human Resource Analyst

Crissi Canezaro


Accounting Specialist

Tiffany Weber


Accounting Specialist

Will Tyson



Executive Director


* * * * *

President John Grezaffi recognized former Commissioner Ray Brignac, who served on the board for fourteen years.  

* * * * *

NOTICE

Sealed bids will be received by the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District up to 2:00 p.m., March 6, 2013, for the leasing for hunting and fishing purposes only on the following described property, to-wit, bid related materials may be obtained and electronic bids may be submitted online at www.centralbidding.com:

Southwest Quarter (SW ¼) of Section 18, Township 9 South, Range 8 East,

Southwestern Land District, containing 160 acres, more or less.

Said bids will be publicly opened at the office of said Board in Port Allen, Louisiana on March 6, 2013, at 4:00 p.m.

The said property will be leased for hunting and fishing purposes only (the taking of alligators excluded), as one tract, for a period of five (5) years. Payments shall be made annually; the first payment due upon execution of the lease by all parties and on the anniversary thereafter.  Bid bond in the amount of 10% of the total 5 year lease amount is required with bid when submitted.  Upon request, said bond shall be returned at the termination of the lease, provided all terms and conditions of the lease have been met by lessee.  The successful bidder is required to submit proof of liability insurance of not less than $1,000,000 on the leased land with the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District being named on the policy as additionally insured.

Prospective bidders are to satisfy themselves as to the validity of the land title prior to submitting their bids, in as much as the land will be leased without warranty of title except as against the Board's own acts.  Access to said property is not guaranteed by the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District and is the responsibility of Lessee.  Prospective bidders may wish to obtain copy of the lease prior to submitting bid to assure themselves of the terms and conditions to which they are bidding.  Said copy may be obtained at 525 Court Street, P. O. Box 170, Port Allen, Louisiana, 70767.

The land will be leased subject to any oil, gas and mineral lease, that may exist now or be entered into in the future, the bonus, rentals and royalties from which shall be reserved to the Board.  All mineral rights shall be reserved to the Board in perpetuity in accordance with the Constitution.

The Board will not consider any bids submitted for less than $10.00 per acre per year.

The successful bidder will be responsible for all advertising costs.  The Board reserves the right to reject any and all bids.

It is mandatory that all bids are submitted on forms provided by the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District otherwise bid will be considered null and void, bid forms are available at 525 Court Street, P.O. Box 170, Port Allen, Louisiana, 70767.  All Bids should be marked in bold print “Hunting and Fishing Lease Bid.”

John Grezaffi






Janice Jarreau

President






Secretary





The following bids were received and duly opened and read:

Shady Pines Hunting

$25.55 per acre

One Year - $4,088.00

Five Years - $20,440.00

Don Begnaud Hunting Club

$31.05 per acre

One Year - $4,968.00

Five Years - $24,840.00

Commissioner Earl Matherne moved, seconded by Commissioner Harry Marionneaux and unanimously carried to take the bids under advisement.  

* * * * *

The Commissioners reviewed the minutes of February 6, 2013.  Mr. Will Tyson advised the board that in reference to the two motor graders, there were two bidders:  Louisiana Machinery and Doggett Machinery Services.  We voted at the meeting on page 3 to accept the low bid from Doggett Machinery of $192,346.  The auction was held this past Friday and the equipment was taken back for the guaranteed buy back of $105,000.  Commissioner Glenn Angelle moved, seconded by Commissioner Nickie Rockforte and unanimously carried to approve the minutes as presented and that they be published in the official journal of the Board.

* * * * *

Mr. Will Tyson advised the board that we have fourteen different requests for right of entry from the Corps of Engineers to conduct surveys, soil borings, environmental and cultural resources investigations and HTRW assessment in connection with the Mississippi River.  Two of the requests are in Ascension Parish, three in Iberville Parish, five in West Baton Rouge Parish, and four in Pointe Coupee Parish.  Mr. Tyson provided a list of landowners that would be affected  He said the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District will need to give them the right to enter, but the Louisiana Constitution says we can take that land for borrow pits without compensation.  This is not popular with landowners. However, if we do not give right of entry, there would be insurance consequences and issues with FEMA assistance.  Commissioner Barry Soileau moved, seconded by Commissioner Gerald Alexander and unanimously carried to approve all fourteen rights of entry.  

Mr. Tyson said that in reference to the Pointe Coupee Seepage request, after meeting with the Corps of Engineers, they want a new right of entry on the same landowners as last time, but they have expanded the area.  Commissioner Nickie Rockforte moved, seconded by Commissioner Karen Jewell and unanimously carried to grant the expanded right of entry for Pointe Coupee.  Mr. Tyson said he met with the Parish and the Corps of Engineers because they have to obtain drainage rights.  He said he feels we have come up with a solution with acquisition of right of way for less than 5 acres.  At some point, we will have to develop a cooperative endeavor agreement with the parish. 

Mr. Tyson discussed a permit request from St. Martin Land Company for a proposed canal closure in the Henderson area.  Mr. Steve Marionneaux, Levee Board Attorney, suggested we move away from permitting, but rather consider a letter of no objection, if the board agrees.  He said we would be opening ourselves to possible litigation.  He said if we gave a letter of no objection, we would want to parallel language included from the Corps of Engineers, indemnifying us in the letter of no objection.  Mr. Rick Dugas said this is on the flood side, and CPRA is maintaining a neutral position on the matter.  Commissioner Barry Soileau moved, seconded by Commissioner Nickie Rockforte and unanimously carried to approve a letter of no objection to include carefully worded language provided by our attorney to protect the levee district.  

* * * * *

Mr. Rick Dugas reported the slide area near Stephensville will be repaired by Coastal Bridge Contracting.  It should be completed in the next few days.  He will continue to monitor.

* * * * *

Mr. Steve Marionneaux advised the board that in reference to the case in St. Martin Parish, they have responded to our discovery request, and he needs to go back to the courthouse to review a few items.

* * * * *

Commissioner Barry Soileau moved, seconded by Commissioner Glenn Angelle and unanimously carried to approve personnel changes listed for Crissi Canezaro, Kristy Jewell, Tiffany Weber, John Adams, Michael Sparks, Richard Sparks, Cecil Tessier, and Will Tyson.  

* * * * *

Mr. Tyson announced that the Association of Levee Boards of Louisiana 28th Annual Workshop will be held May 2-3, 2013 at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Baton Rouge.  All Commissioners must attend one of these workshops every four years.

* * * * *

Commissioner Barry Soileau asked Mr. Tyson if he has any concerns about the river levels.  Mr. Tyson said we have a few places that should be raised and particularly the slides.  The river is down 6-8 feet right now, and he does not foresee any problems at this time.

* * * * *

There being no further business to appear before the board, upon motion by Commissioner Harry Marionneaux and unanimously carried the meeting adjourned.

_________________________________             

Janice Jarreau, Secretary                                       John Grezaffi, President

_________________________________
Linda E. Alwood, Contract Stenographer
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