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ATCHAFALAYA BASIN LEVEE DISTRICT
P. O. Box 170

Port Allen, Louisiana  70767-0170

Phone (225) 387-2249

Fax     (225) 387-4742

March 14, 2012
A Regular Board Meeting of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District was held at the Office of the Board in Port Allen, Louisiana at 4:00 p.m., Wednesday, March 14, 2012.  President John Grezaffi called the meeting to order.  Mrs. Janice Jarreau called the roll.  The following members were present:

COMMISSIONER


PARISH


Glenn Angelle


Iberia

Gerald Alexander


Ascension


Bill Flynn



West Baton Rouge

John Grezaffi


Pointe Coupee

Karen Jewell


Iberville

  

Stephen Juge 


Pointe Coupee

Moise LeBlanc


St. Martin

Gerald LeGrand


St. Martin

Harry Marionneaux


Iberville

Earl Matherne


Assumption 

Barry Soileau 


St. Landry


Absent:

Cory Chustz



West Baton Rouge

Daniel Hebert


Iberville

Also Present:

INDIVIDUAL


REPRESENTING


Rick Dugas



CPRA

Lou Delahaye


WBR Parish

Riley Berthelot


WBR Parish

Eric Porhe



SJB Group

Calder Hebert


St. Martin Parish Government

Walter Comeaux


Comeaux Engineering
Steve Marionneaux


Levee Board Attorney

Richard Sparks


Levee Board Operations Superintendent

Janice Jarreau


Administrative Program Manager

Peggy McCutcheon


Accounting Technician

Kristy Jewell 


Human Resource Analyst

Crissi Canezaro


Administrative Coordinator

Will Tyson



Executive Director


* * * * *

President John Grezaffi invited anyone present who wished to address the board to speak at this time.  


* * * * *

President John Grezaffi asked that two items be added to the agenda today.  One is a reallocation of Ernest Beco and the other is discussion of performance pay adjustments for employees.  Commissioner Karen Jewell moved, seconded by Commissioner Earle Matherne and unanimously carried to add the items to the agenda.


* * * * *

The Board reviewed the minutes of the February 1, 2012 meeting.  Mr. Tyson advised that he received notice from Lemoine Industrial that they were no longer interested in the hunting lease.  Mr. Steve Marionneaux advised there were two other bidders in conjunction with this lease.  He proposed that we contact the 2nd bidder to see if they are interested.  He also advised that we need to contact Lemoine Industrial’s surety to ask that they forfeit the bid.  Mr. Grezaffi stated that if the second bidder was not interested that we should rebid the lease.  Motion by Commissioner Barry Soileau, seconded by Commissioner Earl Matherene and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the meeting and that they be published in the official journal of the Board.  


* * * * *

Mr. Tyson stated he received two right of entry requests from the Corps of Engineers.

The Corps is requesting to do surveys, soil borings,  HTRW, environmental and cultural resource  investigations and assessments on W-52.  Motion by Commissioner Glenn Angelle, seconded by Commissioner Gerald LeGrand, and unanimously carried to approve the right of entry request.  The Corps is also requesting going outside the district and entering into agreements with individual landowners.  Motion by Commissioner Harry Marionneaux, seconded by Commissioner Gerald Alexander, and unanimously carried to authorize Mr. Tyson and our attorney Mr. Steve Marionneaux to enter into negotiations to get these instruments put together for preliminary soil borings.  

Mr. Tyson reported that he and some of the Commissioners went to Washington last week to make a presentation to our congressional delegates to request funding for repairs needed to our levees.  A package was put together from Chustz Engineering to show the amount of freeboard that remained during the high water period of 2011.  The Corps of Engineers has reviewed the information.  We have provided photos and requested assistance with money for stone surfacing for the extension of Highway 105, Indian Bayou road and slide repairs on the West Guide Levee.  All congressional delegates are aware of the problem areas.  Commissioner Harry Marionneaux felt the Board should congratulate Mr. Tyson on his presentation to the Congressional Delegates.    

Mr. Tyson advised the Board of the High Water Inspection trip to be held March 29, 2012.  They will depart at 2:15 p.m. from Baton Rouge and go to White Castle.  They should arrive back at approximately 7:00 p.m.  Mr. Grezaffi encouraged members to attend.  Commissioner Steve Juge stated that Mr. Tyson was well prepared for the Washington presentation and he complimented the office personnel for preparing a great package for the Commissioners attending the trip.  


* * * * *

Mr. Rick Dugas of CPRA advised the Board that there will be a presentation dealing with levee school at the annual Association of Levee Boards workshop on May 3-4, 2012, in Baton Rouge.  He encouraged everyone to attend.  He stated that the quarterly inspections are due March 31.  Mr. Dugas commended Mrs. Tiffany Weber in the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District office for a job well done with the permits.  


* * * * *

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District was held on Wednesday, February 8, 2012, at the Board Office in Port Allen, Louisiana.  Chairman Steve Juge called the meeting to order.  The following members were present:

Steve Juge, Chairman 

Harry Marionneaux, 2nd Vice Chairman

Barry Soileau, Member

Moise LeBlanc, Member

John Grezaffi, Ex-Officio Chair

Bill Flynn, Ex-Officio Chair

Absent: 

Daniel Hebert, 1st Vice Chairman

Also Present: 

Commissioner Gerald Alexander

Commissioner Karen Jewell

Commissioner Glenn Angelle

Commissioner Earl Matherne

Commissioner Cory Chustz

Richard Sparks, Levee Board Operations Superintendent

Bruce Guidry, Levee Board Police Captain

Janice Jarreau, Administrative Program Manager

Kristy Jewell, Human Resource Analyst

Tiffany Weber, Administrative Coordinator

Crissi Canezaro, Administrative Coordinator

Peggy McCutcheon, Accounting Technician

William Tyson, Executive Director, Levee Board

Steve Marionneaux, Levee Board Attorney

1.

Discuss Hunting and Fishing Lease - Mr. Steve Marionneaux reminded the committee that we gave Mr. Lemoine a 30 day extension to sign the hunting and fishing lease.  He said he sent them a letter outlining the agreement, and advised them that if we do not receive the executed lease back in triplicate with a money order, we would consider them in default.  We would then mitigate our damages at that point, meaning we would proceed to the next highest bidder to see if they are still interested at their rate of $11.50.  This would be a $4.50 difference between the bids, and we would seek to recoup this amount.  Commissioner Barry Soileau moved, seconded by Commissioner Moise LeBlanc and unanimously carried to accept the attorney's recommendation concerning the lease.  

2.
 Review a permit request from Mr. Billy Duplechein for a power pole on Bayou Benoit Levee Road -  Mr. Tyson said this is a request for a power pole crossing over the levee to his camp.  Commissioner Moise LeBlanc moved, seconded by Commissioner Harry Marionneaux and unanimously carried to approve his request.

3. 
Discuss 2011 high water reimbursement from FEMA - Mr. Tyson gave the committee an update on the reimbursement from FEMA from the last Flood Event.  He said we spent a total of $1,276,000, and have received reimbursement of $903,013 to date.  We are still due an additional $54,000 in reimbursements.  

4.
Other Matters - Mr. Tyson gave the committee an update on the high water.  He said we are getting one to two feet more on the levees, but it should fall back shortly. Mr. Tyson advised the committee that he paid the levee district employees overtime during the recent flood event, and asked if he could convert his overtime to cash for that same period.  Commissioner Barry Soileau moved, seconded by Commissioner Moise LeBlanc and unanimously carried to approve Mr. Tyson's request to convert his overtime.

There being no further business to come before the committee, upon motion by Commissioner Moise LeBlanc, and unanimously carried, the meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/Steve Juge, Chairman


      /s/Harry Marionneaux, 2nd Vice Chairman
/s/Barry Soileau, Member


     /s/Moise LeBlanc, Member



/s/Bill Flynn, Ex-Officio Chairman

    /s/John Grezaffi, Ex-Officio Chairman


Commissioner Steve Juge made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Barry Soileau and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the Executive Committee on February 8, 2012.


* * * * *

Mrs. Janice Jarreau said the organizational chart has been updated.  Motion by Commissioner Earl Matherne, seconded by Commissioner Harry Marionneaux, and unanimously carried to approve the updated Organizational Chart.  

Commissioner Harry Marionneaux made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Earl

Matherne and unanimously carried to approve a Reallocation for Ernest Beco from

Mobile Equipment Operator 1 to Mobile Equipment Operator 2.

Mrs. Janice Jarreau informed the Board that the Department of Civil Service will allow Performance Pay Adjustments to employees who qualify if funds are available, effective  October 1, 2012.  


* * * * *

President John Grezaffi announced that the Association of Levee Board of Louisiana Annual Workshop will be held May 3-4, 2012.  He encouraged the commissioners to attend.


* * * * * 

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1R E S O L U T I O N
Moved by Commissioner Harry Marionneaux and Unanimously Seconded:

WHEREAS, the members of the Board of Commissioners have learned with deepest regret and sincere sorrow of the death of Mr. Harry J. Kember, Jr., and

WHEREAS, Mr. Kember was an active and respected member of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District from May 27, 1976 until March 10, 1980, and

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the members of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District to express to the family of Mr. Kember, its sincere sorrow on their most grievous loss.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the members of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District do hereby express their condolences and deepest regrets upon the death of Mr. Kember.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Resolution be incorporated and made a permanent part of the Minutes of this Board, and further that a copy be sent to his family.

Vote:

Yeas:
Commissioners Gerald Alexander, Glenn Angelle, Bill Flynn, John Grezaffi,

            Kay Jewell, Stephen Juge, Moise LeBlanc, Gerald LeGrand, Harry Marionneaux,

            Earl Matherne and Barry Soileau.

Nays:
None.

Absent and not voting:     Commissioners Cory Chustz and Daniel Hebert

The vote in favor thereof being unanimous, the resolution was declared duly adopted.

* * * * *

I, Janice G. Jarreau, Secretary for the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin

Levee District, do hereby certify that the above and foregoing is a true and correct copy

of excerpts of the Minutes of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin 

Levee District, a     Regular   Meeting held in Port Allen, Louisiana on Wednesday,

March 14, 2012          .







/s/ Janice G. Jarreau
Commissioner Harry Marionneaux moved, seconded by Commissioner Karen Jewell and unanimously carried to adopt the resolution and send a copy to his family.


* * * * *

Mr. Tyson informed the Board that the State of Louisiana cancelled all credit cards for state agencies, therefore, we are requesting permission to obtain another credit card for the agency.  Motion by Commissioner Barry Soileau, seconded by Commissioner Steve Juge and  unanimously carried to approve a Resolution authorizing the agency to obtain a credit card.


* * * * *

There being no further business to appear before the board, upon motion by Commissioner Barry Soileau and unanimously carried the meeting adjourned.

_________________________________                   _______________________________

Janice Jarreau, Secretary                             

 John Grezaffi, President

_________________________________
Linda E. Alwood, Contract Stenographer

