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ATCHAFALAYA BASIN LEVEE DISTRICT
P. O. Box 170

Port Allen, Louisiana 70767-0170

Phone (225) 387-2249

Fax    (225) 387-4742
July 9, 2025

A Regular Meeting of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District was held in the office of the Board in Port Allen, Louisiana at 4:00 pm, Wednesday, July 9, 2025. President Tommy Thibodeaux called the meeting to order. A quorum was present with the following members were present:

COMMISSIONER


PARISH

Kenneth Gordon


West Baton Rouge

Mark Guillory


St. Landry

Spencer Harvey


Ascension

Clayton Hurdle


Iberville 

Jacques LaCour


Pointe Coupee
Earl Matherne


Assumption
Sean McGee



Iberia

Jody Meche



St. Martin



Nickie Rockforte


Pointe Coupee

Tommy Thibodeaux

St. Martin

Andrew Zito



Iberville
Absent: 
Daniel Hebert


Iberville


Gary Spillman


West Baton Rouge

Also Present:

INDIVIDUAL


REPRESENTING

Will Tyson



Executive Director

Richard Sparks


Superintendent


Nicholas Rockforte


Levee Board Attorney



Kristy Jewell


Human Resource Specialist
Crissi Canezaro


Administrative Program Specialist B
Tiffany Weber


Administrative Program Specialist B
Mollie Olinde


Administrative Coordinator
                                                                    * * * * 
President Tommy Thibodeaux asked for public comments. Hearing none, he proceeded with the agenda as presented. 
                                                                    * * * * 







      NOTICE

Sealed bids will be received by the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin

Levee District up to 2:00 p.m., Wednesday, July 9, 2025, for the leasing for campsite of the following described property, to-wit, bid related materials may be obtained and electronic bids may be submitted online at www.centralbidding.com:
Lot, 100 feet wide by approximately 400 feet in depth, from the centerline of Hwy. 977 to the water’s edge of the old borrow pit, located in Section 22, Township 13 South, Range 12 East, Parish of St. Martin, Louisiana.  A map and plat of the site are available at the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District office at 525 Court Street, Port Allen, Louisiana or call 225-387-2249.


Said bids will be publicly opened at the office of said Board in Port Allen, Louisiana on July 9, 2025 at 4:00 p.m.


The said property will be leased as one tract for cash, to be paid annually, for a period of three (3) years, for the purpose of campsite. 


Prospective bidders are to satisfy themselves as to the validity of the land title prior to submitting their bids, inasmuch as the land will be leased without warranty of title except as against the Board's own acts.


The successful bidder is required to submit proof of liability insurance of not less than $1,000,000 on the leased land with the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District being named on the policy as additionally insured.  Copies of the lease form to be executed are available at the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District office.


The land will be leased subject to any oil, gas and mineral lease, that may exist now or be entered into in the future, the bonus, rentals and royalties from which shall be reserved to the Board.  All mineral rights shall be reserved to the Board in perpetuity in accordance with the Constitution.


The Board will not consider any bids submitted for less than $1,000.00, per campsite, per year.

The first annual payment must be submitted with bid.


The Board reserves the right to reject any and all bids.



It is mandatory that all bids are submitted on forms provided by the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District otherwise bid will be considered null and void, bid forms are available at the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District office, (525 Court Street) P.O. Box 170, Port Allen, Louisiana, 70767, telephone number (225)387-2249.  All Bids should be marked in bold print “Campsite Bid.”

Tommy Thibodeaux





 Kristy Jewell

President








Secretary
A single bid was duly opened and read. 

Commissioner Andrew Zita moved, seconded by Commissioner Kenneth Gordon and unanimously carried to accept the bid from Randy Leonard at a rate of $1,000 per year for a total of three years.

                                                                    * * * * 
After review Commissioner Earl Matherne moved, seconded by Commissioner Sean McGee and unanimously carried to approve the amended minutes of June 4, 2025, inserting the Finance Committee minutes in place of the Executive Committee Minutes and that they be published in the official journal. The board unanimously agreed to rebid the official journal and only accept bids with a per square inch price.  
                                                                    * * * * 
A meeting of the Executive Committee of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District was held on Tuesday, June 24, 2025 at 4:00 pm at the Board Office in Port Allen, Louisiana.  President Tommy Thibodeaux appointed Commissioner Earl Matherne to serve as a member of the committee for today’s meeting. Vice Chairman Jody Meche called the meeting to order.  The following members were present:

Jody Meche, Vice Chairman

Clayton Hurdle, Member

Kenneith Gordon, Member

Earl Matherne, Member

Daniel Hebert, Ex-Officio Chairman

Tommy Thibodeaux, Ex-Officio Chairman

Absent:

Nickie Rockforte, Chairman

Spencer Harvey, Member

Also Present: 

Crissi Canezaro, Administrative Program Specialist

Tiffany Weber, Administrative Program Specialist

Richard Sparks, Superintendent

William Tyson, Executive Director

1) Discuss and approve a pay adjustment for Mr. Richard Sparks. – Mr. Jody Meche addressed the board on the vital roll Mr. Sparks plays for the Levee Board and expressed his feelings of it being in the best interest of the district to try to retain Mr. Sparks as long as possible. He said with his knowledge and years of experience a $10.00 per hour (18.1%) increase would be adequate. Commissioner Jody Meche moved, seconded by Commissioner Kenneth Gordon and unanimously carried to approve the pay adjustment. 

Roll call vote:

Yeas:
Commissioners Meche, Hurdle, Gordon, Hebert, Thibodeaux and Matherne

Nays:
None

Absent and not voting:  Commissioners Rockforte and Harvey

There being no further business to come before the committee, upon motion by Commissioner Kenneth Gordon and unanimously carried the meeting adjourned.  

Respectfully submitted,

/s/Jody Meche, Vice Chairman

/s/Clayton Hurdle, Member

/s/Kenneth Gordon, Member


/s/Earl Matherne, Member 
/s/Daniel Hebert, Ex-Officio Chairman
/s/Tommy Thibodeaux, Ex-Officio Chairman
Commissioner Jacques Lacour moved, seconded by Commissioner Andrew Zito and unanimously carried to approve the Executive Committee minutes of June 24, 2025 as presented.
                                                                    * * * * 
Mr. Will Tyson advised the board that the Corps of Engineers received notice that all funds that had not been expended by June 30, 2025 for the Lower Mississippi River Reevaluation Study, be sent back to the U. S. Treasury. Until funds are added to the new USACE budget, no work can be done.

Mr. Tyson presented a Right of Entry request for annual maintenance by the USACE on the Atchafalaya River Levee in Pointe Coupee and St. Landry Parish including articulated concrete mattress repair and stonework. Commissioner Earl Matherne moved, seconded by Commissioner Kenneth Gordon and unanimously carried to approve the motion.
Mr. Tyson presented a Right of Entry for annual maintenance by the USACW on the Mississippi River in Pointe Coupee, West Baton Rouge, Iberville and Ascension Parish including articulated concrete mattress repair and stonework. Commissioner Jody Meche moved, seconded by Commissioner Sean McGee and unanimously carried to approve the motion.
                                                                    * * * * 
Mr. Nicholas Rockforte had no legal report at this time.
                                                                    * * * * 
Commissioner Spencer Harvey moved, seconded by Commissioner Earl Matherne and unanimously carried to approve permanent status for Mollie Olinde.
                                                                    * * * * 
There being no further business to come before the board, upon motion by Commissioner Jody Meche, and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting.

                                                                     * * * * 
_______________________________

__________________________________
Kristy Jewell, Secretary

Tommy Thibodeaux, President

________________________________

Linda Alwood, Contract Stenographer
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