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ATCHAFALAYA BASIN LEVEE DISTRICT
P. O. Box 170

Port Allen, Louisiana 70767-0170

Phone (225) 387-2249

Fax    (225) 387-4742







July 10, 2024





A Regular Board Meeting of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District was held in the office of the Board in Port Allen, Louisiana at 4:00 pm, Wednesday, 
July 10, 2024. President John Grezaffi called the meeting to order. A quorum was present with the following members were present:

COMMISSIONER


PARISH

Kenneth Gordon


West Baton Rouge
John Grezaffi


Pointe Coupee
Mark Guillory


St. Landry

Spencer Harvey


Ascension

Karen Jewell



Iberville

Earl Matherne


Assumption

Jody Meche



St. Martin

Tommy Thibodeaux

St. Martin

Absent: 

Bill Flynn



West Baton Rouge

Daniel Hebert


Iberville

Sean McGee



Iberia
Nickie Rockforte


Pointe Coupee

Also Present:

INDIVIDUAL


REPRESENTING

Travis Johnson


CPRA

Will Tyson



Executive Director

Kristy Jewell


Human Resource Specialist
Crissi Canezaro


Administrative Program Specialist B
Mollie Olinde


Administrative Coordinator

                                                                    * * * * 
President John Grezaffi called for Public Comments. Commissioner Jody Meche advised the board that several people in his district have requested assistance to improve the levee road, which is being used as a hurricane evacuation route.  After discussion, the board agreed to request the staff draft a resolution in support of asphalting the East and West Guide Protection Levees. This item will be placed on the agenda for the next board meeting for review and a vote.
President John Grezaffi advised the board that we have several items to be added to the agenda.  They include:

1) CPRA – River Commission Steering Committee Appointment
2) Truck Replacement
3) Corps of Engineers: Right of Entry Request South of Ramah

4) Mississippi River Commission meeting in August

Commissioner Karen Jewell moved, seconded by Commissioner Jody Meche to add items to the agenda.
Yeas:
Commissioners Gordon, Grezaffi, Guillory, Harvey, Jewell, Matherne, Meche, 


and Thibodeaux

Nays:
None

Absent and not voting:  Commissioners Flynn, Hebert, McGee, and Rockforte

The motion passed unanimously.

                                                                     * * * *
Commissioner Karen Jewell moved, seconded by Commissioner Jody Meche, unanimously carried to approve the minutes of June 5, 2024, as presented, and publish the minutes in the official journal. 
                                                                     * * * * 
Mr. Will Tyson advised the board that he received a letter from the Corps of Engineers advising us that the Smithland Project is not moving forward at this time.  Mr. Tyson also advised the board of a meeting of the Corps River Commission on August 23rd in Morgan City. He will let the board members know if we receive an invitation to ride on the boat. This meeting was formerly called the “Low Water Inspection”. Finally, Mr. Tyson presented a Right of Entry request for soil borings South of Ramah. Commissioner Kenneth Gordon moved, seconded by Earl Matherne and unanimously carried to approve the right of entry request.
                                                                     * * * * 
Mr. Travis Johnson of CPRA was recognized, but he had no report. CPRA asked us to nominate a member and an alternate to serve on the Atchafalaya Master Plan Committee. Commissioner Tommy Thibodeaux moved, seconded by Commissioner Kenneth Gordon and unanimously carried, to nominate Commissioner Jody Meche to serve and Mr. Will Tyson to be the alternate.
                                                                     * * * * 
Commissioner Karen Jewell moved, seconded by Commissioner Earl Matherne and unanimously carried to approve permanent status for Mr. Alvin Woolfolk.  Mrs. Kristy Jewell introduced Ms. Mollie Olinde as a new member of the staff working in the office.
                                                                     * * * *
Mrs. Kristy Jewell advised the board that they would like to sign a contract with Jani-Care to clean the office.  Commissioner Kenneth Gordon moved, seconded by Commissioner Jody Meche and unanimously carried to approve the contract.

                                                                     * * * * 
Mr. Will Tyson asked for approval to replace a crew truck that was involved in an accident where the vehicle is a total loss. Mr. Tyson said this would be off the state contract and the new contract is not in place at this time. It will cost between $68,000 - $73,000. Commissioner Earl Matherne moved, seconded by Commissioner Jody Meche and unanimously carried to approve purchasing the vehicle.
                                                                     * * * * 
There being no further business to come before the board, upon motion by Commissioner Jody Meche, and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting.  

                                                                     * * * * 
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Kristy Jewell, Secretary

John Grezaffi, President
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Linda Alwood, Contract Stenographer
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