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ATCHAFALAYA BASIN LEVEE DISTRICT
P. O. Box 170

Port Allen, Louisiana  70767-0170

Phone (225) 387-2249

Fax     (225) 387-4742

July 10, 2013







A Regular Board Meeting of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District was held at the Office of the Board in Port Allen, Louisiana at 4:00 pm, Wednesday, July 10, 2013.  President John Grezaffi called the meeting to order.  Mrs. Janice Jarreau called the roll.  The following members were present:

COMMISSIONER


PARISH


Cory Chustz



West Baton Rouge

Bill Flynn



West Baton Rouge 
John Grezaffi


Pointe Coupee 
Karen Jewell


Iberville 
Moise LeBlanc


St. Martin

Gerald LeGrand


St. Martin

Harry Marionneaux


Iberville  

Earl Matherne


Assumption 

Absent: 
Gerald Alexander


Ascension

Glenn Angelle


Iberia


Daniel Hebert


Iberville


Nickie Rockforte


Pointe Coupee


Barry Soileau


St. Landry

Also Present:

INDIVIDUAL


REPRESENTING


Rick Dugas



CPRA

Cecil Tessier


Assistant Executive Director

Richard Sparks


Levee Board Operations Superintendent
Kristy Jewell 


Human Resource Analyst
Steve Marionneaux


Levee Board Attorney

Crissi Canezaro


Administrative Coordinator
Will Tyson



Executive Director


* * * * *


President John Grezaffi asked for any public comments.  Hearing none, he proceeded with the meeting agenda.  The commissioners reviewed the minutes from the June 5, 2013 board meeting.  Mr. Will Tyson noted the bids which were opened at the meeting have been reviewed, and the low bidder of each should be accepted.  Commissioner Karen Jewell moved, seconded by Commissioner Earl Matherne and unanimously carried to approve the low bids received for fuel and aggregates.  Commissioner Karen Jewell moved, seconded by Commissioner Cory Chustz and unanimously carried to approve the minutes as presented, and that the minutes be published in the official journal of the Board.  


                         



             * * * * *

Commissioner Moise LeBlanc moved, seconded by Commissioner Earl Matherne and unanimously carried to add the following two items to the agenda for discussion:  (1)  right of entry request from Corps of Engineers for W52 Slides, (2) letter from West Baton Rouge Parish relative to a bike path.

Mr. Tyson reviewed a request for right of entry for levee and slide repair in W-52.  He said he will contact the landowner to let them know if they have timber to be removed, they should do so now.  Commissioner Gerald LeGrand moved, seconded by Commissioner Moise LeBlanc and unanimously carried to approve the right of entry from the Corps of Engineers for W-52.  

The board reviewed a letter received from the Parish of West Baton Rouge requesting a resolution from the board for a bike path in Brusly.  Mr. Tyson reminded the board that this project was previously approved, subject to the parish receiving the necessary permits.  He said they have had problems getting the approval from the Corps of Engineers, as the Corps is requiring bank stability analysis, etc.  President John Grezaffi said he feels this is getting away from the scope of the levee district’s responsibility.  He suggested sending a letter to the West Baton Rouge Parish telling them we have already approved the project, pending receipt of the necessary permits.  The board agreed to send the letter without objection.

Mr. Tyson advised the board of a request for right of entry for Point Pleasant Seepage Project in Iberville Parish.  Commissioner Harry Marionneaux moved, seconded by Commissioner Cory Chustz and unanimously carried to approve the request.

The board considered a request for right of entry for the Department of Energy Floodwall Project.  Mr. Tyson said there are several items not in our district.  Commissioner Earl Matherne moved, seconded by Commissioner Gerald LeGrand and unanimously carried to approve the request for the items in our district only.

Mr. Tyson reviewed a request for right of entry for Pointe Coupee Seepage Project.  He said the Corps is trying to advance this project prior to September 25th.  We need actual areas and types of right of ways they will need to be acquired from the landowner.  We should have a letter with the exact information by the end of this week or next week.  At that time, we will try to negotiate with the landowner.  If this project is not completed in time, we will have a decertified levee.  Mr. Steve Marionneaux said we at a standstill until we receive the information from the Corps.  We will need two appraisals if we end up having to expropriate the property.  Commissioner Gerald LeGrand moved, seconded by Commissioner Moise LeBlanc and unanimously carried to authorize the legal counsel to move forward with the initial negotiations with the landowner if we get this information from the Corps, and to allow hiring an appraiser, engineering services, or other professional services as needed to move this project forward.  

* * * * *

The Board reviewed a Subordination Agreement between Atchafalaya Basin Levee District and Pointe Coupee Electric to relocate power lines North of Old River Locks.  Commissioner Harry Marionneaux moved, seconded by Commissioner Earl Matherne and unanimously carried to approve the agreement, and authorize President John Grezaffi to sign the agreement.

* * * * *

Mr. Tyson brought the Board up-to-date on the matter of installing gates on the parking lot at the levee district office.  He distributed copies of three bids he received on the project, but said we should hold off right now, as we have not had any further difficulty with individuals using the parking lot without permission.  It was determined we do not have ample room to install a fence and gate, but we would have to install parking lot entry arms only.  Commissioner Gerald LeGrand moved, seconded by Commissioner Earl Matherne and unanimously carried to table the issue until needed.

* * * * *

Mr. Rick Dugas addressed the Board.  He said the second levee inspection report indicated we had no major problems.  He asked the Board to approve a Memorandum of Understanding for the web-based program, which will start in August.  Commissioner Cory Chustz moved, seconded by Commissioner Earl Matherne and unanimously carried to approve the Memorandum of Understanding and authorize President John Grezaffi to sign the document.

* * * * *

The Association of Levee Boards of Louisiana will meet December 4-5, 2013 in New Orleans.

* * * * *

Mr. Steve Marionneaux advised the board that he is working on the seepage project in Pointe Coupee Parish and the Dugas matter in St. Martin Parish.  

There being no further business to appear before the board, upon motion by Commissioner Karen Jewell and unanimously carried the meeting adjourned.

_________________________________             

Janice Jarreau, Secretary                                        John Grezaffi, President

_________________________________
Linda E. Alwood, Contract Stenographer
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