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ATCHAFALAYA BASIN LEVEE DISTRICT
P. O. Box 170

Port Allen, Louisiana  70767-0170

Phone (225) 387-2249

Fax     (225) 387-4742


June 6, 2012

A Regular Board Meeting of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District was held at the Office of the Board in Port Allen, Louisiana at 4:00 p.m., Wednesday, July 11, 2012.  President John Grezaffi called the meeting to order.  Mrs. Janice Jarreau called the roll.  The following members were present:

COMMISSIONER


PARISH


Glenn Angelle


Iberia

Gerald Alexander


Ascension


Bill Flynn



West Baton Rouge

John Grezaffi


Pointe Coupee

Daniel Hebert


Iberville  



Moise LeBlanc


St. Martin

Gerald LeGrand


St. Martin

Harry Marionneaux


Iberville  (arrived late)

Earl Matherne


Assumption 

Barry Soileau 


St. Landry


Absent:

Cory Chustz



West Baton Rouge

Karen Jewell


Iberville

Stephen Juge 


Pointe Coupee

Also Present:

INDIVIDUAL


REPRESENTING


Brian Sheely



Horizon Wealth Management

Pete Bush



Horizon Wealth Management

Willie Bergeron


Citizen

Rick Dugas



CPRA

Billy Wall



CPRA

Steve Marionneaux


Levee Board Attorney

Cecil Tessier


Assistant Executive Director

Richard Sparks


Levee Board Operations Superintendent

Janice Jarreau


Administrative Program Manager

Kristy Jewell 


Human Resource Analyst

Peggy McCutcheon


Accounting Technician

Crissi Canezaro


Administrative Coordinator

Tiffany Weber


Administrative Coordinator

Will Tyson



Executive Director


* * * * *

The Commissioners reviewed the minutes of the June 6, 2012 meeting.  Commissioner Daniel Hebert asked for clarification of Item #3 contained in the Insurance/Finance Committee meeting that was held May 23, 2012.  He said that in reference to the presentation by Horizon Wealth Management, the minutes reflect "Commissioner Moise LeBlanc moved, seconded by Commissioner Gerald Alexander and unanimously carried to approve this subject to review by our attorney and a review of the consequences of an in-kind transfer of the funds."  He said this implies that if the attorney's review was completed satisfactorily, and the in-kind transfer of funds would cause no loss to the district, the transfer to Horizon Wealth Management would be approved.  It was pointed out that Mr. Steve Marionneaux reported to the Executive Committee meeting that his review indicated the company is in good standing, and has completed all reporting required.  Also, it was further concluded that the in-kind transfer would not cost the district any penalties.  President John Grezaffi asked if he would prefer to have a vote to clarify the board's intent.  Commissioner Daniel Hebert moved, seconded by Commissioner Earl Matherne and unanimously carried to approve the transfer to Horizon Wealth Management.  

Mr. Will Tyson advised the board that the bids opened previously and referenced in the minutes have been reviewed and a tabulation of the low bid for fuel and aggregate was included in the Commissioners packets.  He further pointed out that at the  Gate Sub-Committee meeting he felt it was the committee's intent to approve Mr. Evan White's request for a gate. All other requests were approved that date, and Mr. White has decided to go with a regular gate that meets our specifications.  Commissioner Barry Soileau moved, seconded by Commissioner Gerald LeGrand and unanimously carried to amend the minutes of the May 23, 2012 meeting of the Gate Sub-committee on the Gate Policy to approve Mr. Evan White's gate permit request.    Mr. Tyson further advised the committee that the Gate Sub-Committee had asked that the revised Gate Policy include a hold harmless clause.  He included the revised Gate Policy for the board's review.  Commissioner Gerald Alexander moved, seconded by Commissioner Harry Marionneaux and unanimously carried to approve the revised Gate Policy including the hold harmless clause.

* * * * *

Mr. Will Tyson reported he has been informed that the award was made on 82,000 tons of crushed stone by the Corps of Engineers.  However, the second low bidder protested the award.  It will have to be reviewed by the Small Business Administration.  Also, Mr. Tyson advised the board that the Low Water Inspection dates are not finalized at this time.  He will let the commissioners know when he has the firm schedule.  

He received two requests for right of entry from the Corps of Engineers.  The first is for maintenance work on a Department of Energy Flood Wall.  Commissioner Glenn Angelle moved, seconded by Commissioner Gerald LeGrand and unanimously carried to approve the request.  The second request is for maintenance on Well 24W01, which is a relief well in Pointe Coupee Parish.  Commissioner Barry Soileau moved, seconded by Commissioner Earl Matherne and unanimously carried to approve the request.  Commissioner Gerald Alexander asked Mr. Tyson to give a status on the Plaquemine Relief Wells.  Mr. Tyson reported he should have something to report at the next regular meeting.  

* * * * *

Mr. Billy Wall of CPRA addressed the board.  He reported that next month they will use the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District for a pilot program on the new permitting software.  Mr. Rick Dugas reported the recent inspection of maintenance on the levee was excellent.  

* * * * *

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1A meeting of the Executive Committee of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District was held on Wednesday, June 13, 2012 at 4:00 p.m. at the Board Office in Port Allen, Louisiana.  Chairman Steve Juge called the meeting to order.  The following members were present:

Steve Juge, Chairman 

Daniel Hebert, 1st Vice Chairman

Harry Marionneaux, 2nd Vice Chairman

Barry Soileau, Member

Moise LeBlanc, Member

John Grezaffi, Ex-Officio Chair

Bill Flynn, Ex-Officio Chair

Absent: None

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Also Present: 

Commissioner Gerald Alexander

Commissioner Karen Jewell

Commissioner Glenn Angelle

Commissioner Earl Matherne

Ben Hopson, Citizen

Richard Sparks, Levee Board Operations Superintendent

Janice Jarreau, Administrative Program Manager

Kristy Jewell, Human Resource Analyst

Tiffany Weber, Administrative Coordinator

Crissi Canezaro, Administrative Coordinator

Peggy McCutcheon, Accounting Technician

William Tyson, Executive Director, Levee Board

Steve Marionneaux, Levee Board Attorney

Chairman Steve Juge asked that the following two items be added to the agenda:  (1)  request for right of entry by Corps of Engineers and (2) upgrade the facilities at Ravenswood.  Commissioner  Harry Marionneaux  moved to add the two items, seconded by Commissioner Moise LeBlanc and unanimously carried.

1. Request to approve annual dues for Mississippi Valley Flood Control Association -   Commissioner Barry Soileau moved, seconded by Commissioner Moise LeBlanc and unanimously carried to approve paying the dues for Mississippi Valley flood Control Association.

2. Discuss Board Attorney's review of Horizon Wealth Management ​ - Mr. Steve Marionneaux advised the board that he found that Horizon Wealth Management is duly registered with the state, and he has a copy of the report they are required to file with the SEC.  He also recommended to send copies of these reports for the commissioners review.  Commissioner Barry Soileau moved, seconded by Commissioner Harry Marionneaux and unanimously carried to refer this to the Finance Committee for their review and recommendation to the board.

3. Request to approve invoice for furniture for Iberville Parish Council  - Mr. Tyson explained that all taxing bodies must share in the cost of any improvement to the Assessor's office, and this is our portion in Iberville Parish.  Commissioner Harry Marionneaux moved, seconded by Commissioner Moise LeBlanc and unanimously carried to approve the invoice for payment.

4. Review bid results for fuel, aggregates, official journal and fiscal agent bank  - The committee reviewed the bid results for shell and stone.  Mr. Tyson advised the committee that the only bidder on Item #5 did not include a bond, and would not qualify for the award.  Commissioner Harry Marionneaux moved, seconded by Commissioner Daniel Hebert and unanimously carried to accept the low bids as presented.  After review of the low bids for fuel, Commissioner Harry Marionneaux moved, seconded by Commissioner Barry Soileau and unanimously carried to accept the low bids as presented.  Commissioner Barry Soileau moved, seconded by Commissioner Daniel Hebert and unanimously carried to accept the only bid received from the Pointe Coupee Banner for the official journal.  Commissioner Daniel Hebert moved, seconded by Commissioner Moise LeBlanc and unanimously carried to accept the only bid submitted for the financial agent bank.

5. Discuss the removal of bid bonds for fuel and aggregate bids  - Mr. Tyson asked the committee to consider removing the requirement for bid bonds for fuel and aggregate bids.  He said in his time at the levee board he has not seen any situation where the bidder has not honored his price, and it creates an accounting issue.  Commissioner Harry Marionnneaux moved, seconded by Commissioner Daniel Hebert and unanimously carried to approve the request.

6. Request for East Feliciana Parish to piggy back on the publicly bid John Deere Motor Grader - Commissioner Barry Soileau moved to approve the request from East Feliciana Parish to piggy back on the publicly bid John Deere Motor Grader seconded by Commissioner Harry Marionneaux and unanimously carried.  

7. Upgrade Optional Pay Policy - Commissioner Barry Soileau moved, seconded by Commissioner Daniel Hebert and unanimously carried to approve the upgraded Optional Pay Policy as presented.  

8. The Corps of Engineers requested a right of entry for levee seepage repair in connection with the Mississippi River Levees, Audubon Seepage Project, Baseline Stations (B/L Stas.) 2305+00 to 2320+00, Pointe Coupee Parish, and approximately 2,000 cys of dirt.  He said the request is for 1.1 acres outside of our right of way, but on DOTD property.  He talked with DOTD and they asked for approval of a real estate usage agreement on behalf of the federal government.  Commissioner Daniel Hebert moved, seconded by Commissioner Barry Soileau and unanimously carried to grant the request from the Corps of Engineers, and to approve granting the real estate usage agreement required by the DOTD.

9. Commissioner Steve Juge asked the committee to consider developing a plan to upgrade the Ravenswood facility.  He said it is in very bad shape.  Mr. Tyson advised the committee that this facility is not on our servitude, but we have a long term lease.  He will have to check the lease to see how much longer we have.  Commissioner Harry Marionneaux moved, seconded by Commissioner Barry Soileau and unanimously carried to request Mr. Tyson find out the terms of the lease, and come back to the full board with a recommendation for improving the facility.  Commissioner Gerald Alexander asked if we have considered alternative locations in the area. Commissioner Steve Juge said we need to at least get the employees an ice machine and upgrade their bathroom facilities at Ravenswood.

There being no further business to come before the committee, upon motion by Commissioner Barry Soileau  and unanimously carried, the meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/Steve Juge, Chairman



/s/Daniel Hebert, 1st Vice Chairman

/s/Harry Marionneaux, 2nd Vice Chairman

/s/Moise LeBlanc, Member

/s/Barry Soileau, Member



/s/Bill Flynn, Ex-Officio Chairman



/s/John Grezaffi, Ex-Officio Chairman

The Commissioners reviewed the minutes of the meeting of June 13, 2012.  Commissioner Daniel Hebert asked for clarification of Item #2 relative to the Horizon Wealth Management proposal.  He said, based on the minutes, the Executive Committee referred the matter back to the Finance Committee for their recommendation to the Board.  However, the board previously took action to clarify their intent to go forward with the transfer to Horizon Wealth Management, based on the vote held earlier in this meeting.  He proposed that the minutes be amended, deleting the reference to referring the matter back to the Finance Committee.  Commissioner Barry Soileau moved, seconded by Commissioner Daniel Hebert and unanimously carried to approve the amended minutes of the Executive Committee of June 13, 2012, deleting the following sentence from #2 as follows:  "Commissioner Barry Soileau moved, seconded by Commissioner Harry Marionneaux and unanimously carried to refer this to the Finance Committee for their review and recommendation to the board."  

* * * * *

Mr. Will Tyson reported the staff is looking into purchasing an ice machine for the Ravenswood Barn.

* * * * *

Mr. Steve Marionneaux, Board Attorney, advised the Commissioners that in reference to the Dugas litigation in St. Martin Parish, we are third party defendants.  We are waiting for a response from their attorney.  We have the abstract of title, which shows we own this land.  We filed a Motion to Compel, and Mr. Marionneaux said he expects to have a response by next month.

* * * * *

The notice of meetings of the Mississippi River Commission is included in each Commissioners packets.  

* * * * *

Commissioner Barry Soileau moved, seconded by Commissioner Gerald Alexander 






 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1RESOLUTION
Moved by Commissioner Barry Soileau and unanimously carried:

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District lost a

valuable friend with the death of Clifton Carney on May 7, 2012, and

WHEREAS, Mr. Carney  retired from the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District as a Mobile

Equipment Shop Foreman and was employed from March 31, 1958 through February 29,

1988, and

WHEREAS, Mr. Carney  will be missed by many who were close to him  and who 

cherished his  friendship.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the members of this Board do hereby express its

condolences to the family of Mr. Carney  and its deepest regrets upon his death, that this

Resolution be incorporated and made a permanent part of the Minutes of this Board, and

further that a copy of this Resolution be presented to the Carney Family. So that they may

know of our sincere appreciation of the life of Mr. Carney  and of our sincere regrets in

his passing:

Vote:

Yeas:
Commissioners Gerald Alexander, Glenn Angelle, Bill Flynn, John Grezaffi,


Daniel Hebert, Moise LeBlanc, Gerald LeGrand, Harry Marionneaux, Earl


Matherne, and Barry Soileau

Nays:
None

Absent and not voting:   Commissioners Cory Chustz, Karen Jewell, and Stephen Juge

The vote in favor thereof being unanimous, the resolution was declared duly adopted.






* * * * *

I, Janice G. Jarreau, Secretary for the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin

Levee District, do hereby certify that the above and foregoing is a true and correct copy

of excerpts of the Minutes of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin

Levee District, a Regular Meeting held in Port Allen, Louisiana, on Wednesday, July 11,
2012.















        /s/ Janice G. Jarreau, Secretary

Yeas:  Commissioners Alexander, Angelle, Flynn, Grezaffi, Hebert, LeBlanc, LeGrand, Marionneaux, Matherne and Soileau

Nays:  None

Absent and not voting:  Commissioners Chustz, Jewell and Juge








* * * * *

There being no further business to appear before the board, upon motion by Commissioner Earl Matherne and unanimously carried the meeting adjourned.

__________________________________            

Janice Jarreau, Secretary                                         John Grezaffi, President

____________________________________
Linda E. Alwood, Contract Stenographer
An Equal Opportunity Employer

