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ATCHAFALAYA BASIN LEVEE DISTRICT
P. O. Box 170

Port Allen, Louisiana  70767-0170

Phone (225) 387-2249

Fax     (225) 387-4742








January 6, 2016







A Regular Board Meeting of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District was held at the Office of the Board in Port Allen, Louisiana at 4:00 pm, Wednesday, January 6, 2016.  President John Grezaffi called the meeting to order.  Mrs. Janice Jarreau called the roll.  The following members were present:

COMMISSIONER


PARISH

Gerald Alexander


Ascension

Glenn Angelle


Iberia
Cory Chustz



West Baton Rouge

Bill Flynn



West Baton Rouge

John Grezaffi


Pointe Coupee 
Daniel Hebert


Iberville

Karen Jewell


Iberville 
Moise LeBlanc


St. Martin

Harry Marionneaux


Iberville  



Earl Matherne


Assumption

Jody Meche



St. Martin

Nickie Rockforte


Pointe Coupee

Barry Soileau


St. Landry

Absent: 

None
Also Present:

INDIVIDUAL


REPRESENTING


Tony German


CPRA

Steve Marionneaux


Levee Board Attorney

Richard Sparks


Levee Board Operations Superintendent

Cecil Tessier


Assistant Executive Director

William Tyson


Executive Director

Janice Jarreau


Administrative Program Manager

Kristy Jewell


Human Resource Analyst

Crissi Canezaro


Accounting Technician

                                                                    * * * * *
The Commissioners reviewed the minutes from the December 9, 2015 Board meeting.  Commissioner Barry Soileau moved, seconded by Commissioner Karen Jewell and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the December 9, 2015 meeting as presented, and to publish the minutes in the official journal. 





        * * * * *

President John Grezaffi asked for public comments.  Hearing none, he continued with the agenda.  








        * * * * *

Mr. Will Tyson informed the board that he has been in conference calls with the Corps of Engineers relative to the river stages.  At this time, they are predicting that the water will rise to 44 feet in Baton Rouge, which is one foot below 2011.  The National Weather Service has just lowered their predictions, and we expect the water to crest here on the 18th of this month, and at Morgan City on the 22nd or 23rd.  Mr. Tyson said they are getting ready with sandbags, particularly around the Morganza Control Structure.   The water is expected to go to 44 feet in Baton Rouge and 62.5 feet at the Red River Landing.
Mr. Tyson asked to add the following items to the agenda:  (1) emergency declaration, (2) authorize president and director to expend funds as needed, (3) engage Chustz Engineering to do proposed surveys and evaluations near the Morganza area and the lower Atchafalaya, and (4) overtime policy.  

Commissioner Gerald Alexander said he feels we should give the President, the Executive Director and our Attorney authority to act as needed during an emergency.  Mr. Steve Marionneaux said we would be using our emergency manual in this type situation. Mr. Tyson said he would like to have the motion made, especially where it involves expending monies.
Commissioner Karen Jewell, seconded by Commissioner Jody Meche and unanimously carried to add the emergency declaration to the agenda.
Commissioner Bill Flynn moved, seconded by Commissioner Earl Matherne and unanimously carried to add authorization of the President and Director to expend funds and make decisions as needed during flood fight.  

Commissioner Glenn Angelle moved, seconded by Commissioner Earl Matherne and unanimously carried to add authorization to engage the Chustz & Associates Engineering firm to monitor surveys and do evaluations near Morganza and Lower Atchafalaya.

Commissioner Barry Soileau moved, seconded by Commissioner Karen Jewell and unanimously carried to add establishment of an overtime policy.

Commissioner Jody Meche questioned again why the water is higher at the hydroelectric plant.  Mr. Tyson said he did not know.

Mr. Tyson said he knows that several parishes are declaring this an emergency, including St. Martin, St. Landry, Iberville, Pointe Coupee, Ascension and Iberia.  Mr. Richard Sparks advised the commissioners that the levee board employees have prepared 1,500 small sand bags.  The Pointe Coupee Sheriff’s office will prepare approximately 3,000.  He said they will also fill some of the super sacks at the shop and put some in Morgan City.  

Mr. Tyson said we have fixed some of the slides, and the Corps of Engineers have completed repairs to some.  He said he asked the Corps if they want us to work on the  slides on I-10, but he is waiting to hear back from them to see how they wish to have it done.  






        * * * * *

Mr. Steve Marionneaux reported he has reviewed the proposed lease with Randy Leonard. He suggests we remove all options, because the law only allows a three year lease.






        * * * * *

Commissioner Glenn Angelle moved, seconded by Commissioner Harry Marionneaux and unanimously carried to pay the invoice from the Mississippi Valley Flood Control Association.  Mr. Tyson said he is still waiting to get a final interpretation of the travel policy.





        * * * * *

Commissioner Karen Jewell moved, seconded by Commissioner Barry Soileau and unanimously carried to establish an Emergency Declaration.  

Commissioner Barry Soileau moved, seconded by Commissioner Moise LeBlanc and unanimously carried to authorize the President and Director to expend funds and make decisions as needed during the flood fight.  

Commissioner Moise LeBlanc moved, seconded by Commissioner Earl Matherne and unanimously carried to authorize the staff to engage Chustz & Associates Engineers to monitor surveys and do evaluations near Morganza and Lower Atchafalaya.

Commissioner Karen Jewell moved, seconded by Commissioner Barry Soileau and unanimously carried to approve an overtime policy during the emergency situation granting discretionary authority to the appointing authorities to grant overtime pay at the rate of time and a half to these employees.  






        * * * * *

There being no further business to come before the board, upon motion by Commissioner Barry Soileau and unanimously carried the meeting adjourned.
____________________________________           ____________________________________

Janice Jarreau, Secretary


           John Grezaffi, President

____________________________________

Linda Alwood, Contract Stenographer 
An Equal Opportunity Employer

