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ATCHAFALAYA BASIN LEVEE DISTRICT
P. O. Box 170

Port Allen, Louisiana 70767-0170

Phone (225) 387-2249

Fax    (225) 387-4742
December 10, 2025

A Regular Meeting of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District was held in the office of the Board in Port Allen, Louisiana at 4:00 pm, Wednesday, December 10, 2025. President Tommy Thibodeaux called the meeting to order and declared a quorum present.  The following members were present:

COMMISSIONER


PARISH

Kenneth Gordon


West Baton Rouge

Mark Guillory


St. Landry

Spencer Harvey


Ascension

Clayton Hurdle


Iberville 

Jacques LaCour


Point Coupee
Earl Matherne


Assumption
Jody Meche



St. Martin

Nickie Rockforte


Pointe Coupee



Gary Spillman


West Baton Rouge

Tommy Thibodeaux

St. Martin

Andrew Zito



Iberville
Absent: 
Daniel Hebert


Iberville

Sean McGee



Iberia

Also Present:

INDIVIDUAL


REPRESENTING

Will Tyson



Executive Director
Jacob Roberts 


CPRA

Becky Walker


Interior Designer

Coy Duplantis


Brown & Brown

Nicholas Rockforte


Levee Board Attorney


Kristy Jewell


Human Resource Specialist


Crissi Canezaro


Administrative Program Specialist B
Mollie Olinde


Administrative Coordinator
                                                                    * * * * 
President Tommy Thibodeaux asked for public comments. Hearing none, he proceeded with the agenda as presented. 
                                                                    * * * * 
Mr. Will Tyson asked that the board consider adding Item #13 to the agenda relative to a gate permit. Commissioner Spencer Harvey moved, seconded by Commissioner Kenneth Gordon to add the topic to the agenda. The Secretary called the roll:
Yeas: Gordon, Guillory, Harvey, Hurdle, LaCour, Matherne, Meche, Rockforte, Spillman, Thibodeaux, and Zito

Nays: None

Absent and not voting: Hebert and McGee

The motion passed.

                                                                    * * * * 
Commissioner Jacques LaCour moved, seconded by Commissioner Nickie Rockforte, and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of November 5, 2025, as presented and that they be published in the official journal. 
Commissioner Andrew Zito moved, seconded by Commissioner Mark Guillory to approve a bid for the St. Martin Hunting Lease submitted by Sherman Hayes and extend the terms from November to March so that it does not renew in the middle of hunting season. Commissioner Jody Meche abstained from voting. The motion passed.

                                                                    * * * * 
President Tommy Thibodeaux asked that CPRA be added to the agenda only when the representative from CPRA asks to be added to make a report.
                                                                    * * * * 
Mr. Coy Duplantis from Brown & Brown presented several options for insurance for public officials and cyber security. He recommended going with Option 2 using Travelers Insurance. Commissioner Earl Matherne moved seconded by Mark Guillory to approve Option 2. President Tommy Thibodeaux abstained from voting. The motion passed.
                                                                    * * * * 
Ms. Becky Walker of the Design Studio presented examples of her work and made a proposal to coordinate the work in the design of the new boardroom. Commissioner Gary Spillman moved, seconded by Commissioner Andrew Zito and unanimously passed to hire The Design Studio at a cost of $7,200.00.
A meeting of the Boardroom Design Committee for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District was held at 3:00 p.m., Wednesday, November 12, 2025, at the Board Office in Port Allen, Louisiana. Chair Jody Meche called the meeting to order and declared a quorum present. The following members were present:

Commissioner Jody Meche, Chair

Commissioner Spencer Harvey

Commissioner Jacques LaCour

Commissioner Earl Matherne

Commissioner Gary Spillman

Absent:

Commissioner Daniel Hebert

Commissioner Tommy Thibodeaux

Also present:

Commissioner Andrew Zito

Commissioner Kenneth Gordon

Becky Walker

Will Tyson, Levee Board Executive Director

Richard Sparks, Superintendent

Kristy Jewell, Human Resources Specialist

Crissi Canezaro, Administrative Program Specialist B

Tiffany Weber, Administrative Program Specialist B

Mollie Olinde, Administrative Coordinator
Chair Jody Meche called the meeting to order and declared a quorum present.

Chair Jody Meche said he talked with some people who do murals like the one we are wanting to create. He talked with some artists and a photographer. One of the artists said he felt we could use photographs showing the importance of the levee, but he said it might be too much. However, he suggested we could stream the pictures on the monitors in the room.

He said he feels we should have a map of the area, but he asked for input from the other commissioners. Commissioner Jacques LaCour introduced Ms. Becky Walker whom he invited to address the committee. Ms. Walker is in interior design, and she has done work similar to the work we seek for commercial clients. She said she would suggest allowing her to make a presentation of the design she proposes for consideration. There is no cost until after the next stage of the project, when the board has determined how they wish to proceed. She said after the package is approved, we would be able to compare prices for elements of the project so that we could get competitive pricing. The photographer, Chair Jody Meche talked with, could make a proposal at that time on using some of his photographs.

After discussion, Commissioner Jacques LaCour moved, seconded by Commissioner Spencer Harvey and unanimously carried to ask Ms. Becky Walker to make the presentation to the full board at their meeting on December 10, 2025. 

There being no further business to come before the board, Commissioner Spencer Harvey moved to adjourn the meeting, and the motion passed unanimously.

There being no further business to come before the committee, the meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/Commissioner Jody Meche
/s/Commissioner Spencer Harvey

/s/Commissioner Jacques LaCour
/s/Commissioner Earl Matherne

/s/Commissioner Earl Matherne


Commissioner Clayton Hurdle moved, seconded by Commissioner Kenneth Gordon and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the Board Room Design Committee meeting on November 12, 2025.

                                                                    * * * * 
Mr. Will Tyson advised the Board that he spoke with the Corps of Engineers about some issues we are having with pumps and underground electrical lines, which have been damaged. They are looking at this, and he will keep the board updated. 
                                                                    * * * * 
President Tommy Thibodeaux advised the board that the next gate committee will be held before the January 7, 2026, board meeting at 2:00 pm.  The Levee Board Attorney Nicholas Rockforte said he felt we need to make sure the entire board is advised of the history of gate requests on the levee. We put a permitting system in place so that we know whom to contact. The majority of our levees are owned by the property owner with a servitude for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District to maintain the levee for flood control.
                                                                    * * * * 
Commissioner Jody Meche moved, seconded by Commissioner Nickie Rockforte to approve a detail and promotion following the detail for Troy Frederick from a Mobile Equipment Operator 2 to Mobile Equipment Operator 1/Heavy.

                                                                    * * * * 
Mr. Nicholas Rockforte said the Campesi family lawsuit has been finalized and the property is cleared. 

                                                                    * * * * 
The staff invited the commissioners to the Employee Awards Ceremony on Thursday, December 18, 2025, from 10:00 am – 12:00 pm.

                                                                    * * * * 
Item #13, Mr. Thibodeaux advised that we have two pending gate permit requests, we will put these on hold until after the committee meets on January 7, 2026 to discuss possible changes to the current gate policy.

                                                                   * * * *
Mr. Will Tyson gave an update on the New Orleans Conference in the future.

                                                                    * * * * 

There being no further business to come before the board, upon motion by Commissioner Nickie Rockforte, and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting.
_______________________________

__________________________________
Kristy Jewell, Secretary

Tommy Thibodeaux, President

________________________________

Linda Alwood, Contract Stenographer

An Equal Opportunity Employer

