
ATCHAFALAYA BASIN LEVEE DISTRICT
P. O. Box 170

Port Allen, Louisiana 70767-0170

Phone (225) 387-2249

Fax     (225) 387-4742

August 12, 2026

A Regular Meeting of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District was held in the office of the Board in Port Allen, Louisiana at 4:00 pm, Wednesday, August 12, 2026. President Tommy Thibodeaux called the meeting to order and declared a quorum with the following members present: 

COMMISSIONER


PARISH

Kenneth Gordon


West Baton Rouge

Mark Guillory


St Landry

Spencer Harvey


Ascension

Clayton Hurdle


Iberville 

Jacques LaCour


Pointe Coupee

Earl Matherne


Assumption

Sean McGee



Iberville

Jody Meche



St. Martin

Sean McGee



Iberia

Tommy Thibodeaux

St. Martin

Larry Woods


West Baton Rouge

Andrew Zito



Iberville

Absent: 
Daniel Hebert


Iberville

Nickie Rockforte


Pointe Coupee

Also Present:

INDIVIDUAL


REPRESENTING


Kyle Ardoin



Executive Director

Richard Sparks


Superintendent

Travis Johnson


CPRA

Greg Flitter
 


JW Grand

Dean Wilson



Atchafalaya Basinkeeper

Kim Culotta



Atchafalaya Basinkeeper

E. LeBlanc



Iberia Parish Levee Hurricane Protection Conservation District

Michael Sparks


Levee Maintenance Director



Linda Alwood


Stenographer





Kristy Jewell


Administrative Program Manager 3



Tiffany Weber


Administrative Program Specialist B



Crissi Canezaro


Administrative Program Specialist B

Mollie Olinde


Administrative Coordinator

                                                                    * * * * 
President Tommy Thibodeaux asked for public comments. Hearing none, he proceeded with the agenda. 

                                                                    * * * * 
Commissioner Sean McGee moved, seconded by Commissioner Larry Woods and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of July 8, 2026, as presented and that they be published in the official journal.

                                                                    * * * * 
Committee Reports:

Commissioner Kenneth Gordon moved, seconded by Commissioner Spencer Harvey and unanimously carried to approve the Personnel Committee minutes of July 13, 2026, as presented.

President Tommy Thibodeaux asked that the board add the Equipment Committee report for August 12, 2026, to the agenda. Commissioner Jody Mech moved, seconded by Commissioner Mark Guillory to add the item. Upon a roll call vote, the motion was approved as follows:

Yeas: Gordon, Guillory, Harvey, Hurdle, LaCour, Matherne, Meche, McGee, Thibodeaux, Woods, and Zito

Nays: None

Absent and not voting: Hebert, and Rockforte

Vice Chairman Clayton Hurdle reported the following action taken at the Equipment Committee Meeting held August 12, 2026 at 3:00 pm: 

· Discuss and set a date for the sale of used equipment by sealed bid: Upon the recommendation of Superintendent, Richard Sparks the committee voted unanimously to set October 6, 2026, as the date of the next Equipment Committee meeting to open sealed bids for used equipment.

The committee unanimously agreed to change the requirement to no longer include a cashier’s check or money order with the bid and that the receipt of funds for each highest bidder will be due within 7 days of the opening of bids. 

· Discuss and approve a purchase list for new equipment: The committee unanimously agreed to approve the following equipment items to be purchased in 2026: 

1) 1 – Ford F-350 Crew Cab 4x4 w/service body

2) 1 – Skid Steer w/attachments

3) 2 – John Deere 5075M Utility tractor for loader

4) 2 – John Deere 540M Loader 

5) 9 – John Deere 5075M Utility Tractor

6) 11 – PowerGuard Protection Plan

7) 10 – BushHog Brand Cutters

Commissioner Sean McGee moved, seconded by Commissioner Larry Woods to approve the recommendations of the Equipment Committee.

                                                                    * * * * 
Mr. Travis Johnson of CPRA advised the board that the list of upcoming projects has not changed, but he will furnish a copy of the new list when it is completed later this year. 

                                                                    * * * * 
Corps of Engineer Matters

Commissioner Jody Meche moved, seconded by Commissioner Sean McGee and unanimously carried to approve the following right of entry requests from the Corps of Engineers:

· Right of Entry request for revetment repairs in Pointe Coupee, West Baton Rouge, Iberville and Ascension Parishes.
· Right of Entry request for revetment repairs in Pointe Coupee and St. Martin Parishes.
· Right of Entry request for proposed borrow pit area in St. Martin Parish.
· Right of Entry request for surveys, soil boring, environmental and cultural resources investigations, and HTRW assessments for levee slide repair in St. Landry Parish.
· Right of Entry request for surveys, soil boring, environmental and cultural resources investigations, and HTRW assessments for levee slide repair in Iberia Parish.
Executive Director’s Report

Mr. Kyle Ardoin reported on his activities since the last Board meeting. He advised that he is reorganizing staff and implementing updated technology to improve office efficiency. He is also revising job descriptions for police officers and exploring the use of drones and regularly scheduled video documentation to monitor the levee.

Mr. Ardoin proposed that board committees review our current bylaws to recommend any necessary updates, as well as the board’s fee schedule.

Mr. Ardoin reported that he will make a presentation at the upcoming meeting with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers on the river. Those Commissioners who wish to attend the boat tour should notify the staff and be prepared to leave at 8:00 am Thursday from the ABLD office. 

Board members’ photos are scheduled to be taken at the October board meeting.

Commissioner Andrew Zito moved, seconded by Commissioner Sean McGee, to accept the report as presented. The motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Dean Wilson of the Atchafalaya Basinkeeper made a presentation to the board related to their work to restore and protect the swamps, lakes, rivers, streams and bayous of the Atchafalaya Basin. 

                                                                    * * * * 
Personnel Matters:

1) Commissioner Jody Meche moved, seconded by Commissioner Sean McGee and unanimously carried to approve a detail and promotion following the detail for Jacob White from Mechanic 2 to Mechanic Supervisor A.

2) Commissioner Mark Gillory moved, seconded by Commissioner Andrew Zito and unanimously carried to ask the Personnel Committee to make a recommendation to the board after reviewing relative to increasing the pay for field new hires. 

Commissioner Tommy Thibodeaux moved, seconded by Commissioner Kenneth Gordon, to move into executive session to discuss the new Executive Director’s contract. 
Upon a roll call vote, the motion was approved as follows:

Yeas: Gordon, Guillory, Harvey, Hurdle, LaCour, Matherne, Meche, McGee, Thibodeaux, Woods, and Zito

Nays: None

Absent and not voting: Hebert, and Rockforte

Commissioner Jody Meche moved, seconded by Commissioner Earl Matherne and unanimously carried to exit executive session.

Commissioner Sean McGee moved, seconded by Commissioner Jody Meche and unanimously carried to approve the contract for the Executive Director.

                                                                    * * * * 
There being no further business to come before the board, upon motion by Commissioner Jody Meche, and unanimously carried the meeting adjourned.

_______________________________

__________________________________

Kristy Jewell, Secretary

Tommy Thibodeaux, President

________________________________

Linda Alwood, Contract Stenographer
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