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ATCHAFALAYA BASIN LEVEE DISTRICT
P. O. Box 170

Port Allen, Louisiana  70767-0170

Phone (225) 387-2249

Fax     (225) 387-4742

                                               August 7, 2013







A Regular Board Meeting of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District was held at the Office of the Board in Port Allen, Louisiana at 4:00 pm, Wednesday, August 7, 2013.  President John Grezaffi called the meeting to order.  Mrs. Janice Jarreau called the roll.  The following members were present:

COMMISSIONER


PARISH

Gerald Alexander


Ascension

Glenn Angelle


Iberia

Bill Flynn



West Baton Rouge 
John Grezaffi


Pointe Coupee 
Daniel Hebert


Iberville

Karen Jewell


Iberville 
Moise LeBlanc


St. Martin

Gerald LeGrand


St. Martin

Harry Marionneaux


Iberville  

Earl Matherne


Assumption 

Barry Soileau


St. Landry

Absent: 


Cory Chustz



West Baton Rouge

Nickie Rockforte


Pointe Coupee

Also Present:

INDIVIDUAL


REPRESENTING


Billy Wall



CPRA

Cecil Tessier


Assistant Executive Director

Richard Sparks


Levee Board Operations Superintendent
Kristy Jewell 


Human Resource Analyst
Steve Marionneaux


Levee Board Attorney

Crissi Canezaro


Administrative Coordinator
Tiffany 
Weber


Administrative Coordinator

Will Tyson



Executive Director
Janice Jarreau


Administrative Program Manager

* * * * *


President John Grezaffi asked for any public comments.  Hearing none, he proceeded with the meeting agenda.  The commissioners reviewed the minutes from the July 10, 2013 board meeting.  Commissioner Barry Soileau moved, seconded by Commissioner Karen Jewell and unanimously carried to approve the minutes as presented, and that the minutes be published in the official journal of the Board.  


                                   

  
           * * * * *

Mr. Will Tyson advised the board that the low water inspection will be held Thursday, August 22, 2013.  The deadline to reserve a place on the boat is Friday.  

Mr. Tyson said he met last week with the new Corps of Engineers Colonel Richard Hansen and Tom Holden of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to review various levee projects such as the W-52 slides, Pointe Coupee levee enlargement, Pointe Coupee Seepage, etc.  He said they had a good discussion on water management as well.  Senator Vitter is trying to schedule a trip to Louisiana possibly in October to view these projects personally.  Commissioner Gerald Alexander suggested we invite our state Senators and Representative to tour the projects when Senator Vitter comes to Louisiana.  






            
* * * * *

Mr. Billy Wall of CPRA advised the board that they are working with the Corps of Engineers to develop a program that they have created to gather information so that during Hurricanes we can build our case for work that needs to be done.  The Corps will help test the program.  Mr. Wall said that all the information is being stored on Corps of Engineer servers that are protected by firewalls, making it difficult for other agencies to obtain the data.  They are working with them to see if this could be stored outside the firewall to make it available to other state agencies.







           * * * * *

Mr. Tyson presented a list of used equipment to be declared surplus.  Commissioner Moise LeBlanc moved, seconded by Commissioner Barry Soileau and unanimously carried to approve the list of trucks and bush hogs declared to be surplus equipment so that they might be sold by sealed bid.

                                                           * * * * * 

Mr. Will Tyson reviewed a request by the assessor in Ascension Parish to authorize the sheriff of Ascension Parish to deduct the sum of $2,000 from our 2014 ad valorem tax collections for a one-time project fee to purchase aerial imagery and technology.  Commissioner Gerald Alexander moved, seconded by Commissioner Karen Jewell and unanimously carried to approve the request.

     * * * * *
Commissioner Glenn Angelle moved, seconded by Commissioner Earl Matherne and unanimously carried to approve granting performance adjustments for all classified and unclassified Atchafalaya Basin Levee District employees, provided the Governor does not freeze the increases this year.

Commissioner Gerald LeGrand moved, seconded by Commissioner Harry Marionneaux and unanimously carried to detail Neil Hebert from Mobile Equipment Operator 2 to Heavy Equipment Operator 1 with pay.  

* * * * *

Commissioner Barry Soileau moved, seconded by Commissioner Gerald LeGrand and unanimously carried to add an item to the agenda relative to a request from Todd Flatt to allow acquisition for a pipeline right of way.  The following vote was held by roll call:

Yeas:  

Commissioners Alexander, Angelle, Flynn, Grezaffi, Hebert, Jewell, LeBlanc, LeGrand, Marionneaux, Matherne and Soileau

Nays:

None

Absent and not voting:  Commissioners Chustz and Rockforte

The motion passed unanimously.

Mr. Steve Marionneaux, Levee Board Attorney explained there is a track of land in Iberville Parish where this company wishes to cross with their pipeline.  We must advertise and have a public bid.  Mr. Marionneaux said we should also consider setting a minimum bid.  There was some discussion as to the current rates ranging from $350 to $550 per rod for the right of way.  Commissioner Bill Flynn moved, seconded by Commissioner Gerald LeGrand and unanimously carried to ask our attorney to get more information for the board’s review before the board proceeds.

Mr. Steve Marionneaux said that in reference to the Pointe Coupee Seepage project, we are waiting on acreage calculations from the Corps of Engineers.  Once we receive this, it will go to two appraisers in case it goes to an expropriation.  He said he has an easement petition prepared in anticipation of a time crunch.  He said we must make a good faith offer to the landowner first.  Mr. Marionneaux said the two appraisals will be attached to the letter we send to the landowner.  

* * * * * 
There being no further business to appear before the board, upon motion by Commissioner Karen Jewell and unanimously carried the meeting adjourned.

_________________________________             

Janice Jarreau, Secretary                                        John Grezaffi, President

_________________________________
Linda E. Alwood, Contract Stenographer
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