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ATCHAFALAYA BASIN LEVEE DISTRICT
P. O. Box 170

Port Allen, Louisiana  70767-0170

Phone (225) 387-2249

Fax     (225) 387-4742








August 6, 2014







A Regular Board Meeting of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District was held at the Office of the Board in Port Allen, Louisiana at 4:00 pm, Wednesday, August 6, 2014.  President John Grezaffi called the meeting to order.  Mrs. Janice Jarreau called the roll.  The following members were present:

COMMISSIONER


PARISH

Gerald Alexander


Ascension
Glenn Angelle


Iberia

Bill Flynn



West Baton Rouge 
John Grezaffi


Pointe Coupee 
Daniel Hebert


Iberville 
Karen Jewell


Iberville 
Moise LeBlanc


St. Martin

Gerald LeGrand


St. Martin

Harry Marionneaux


Iberville  

Earl Matherne


Assumption

Nickie Rockforte


Pointe Coupee


Barry Soileau


St. Landry

Absent: 

Cory Chustz



West Baton Rouge 
Also Present:

INDIVIDUAL


REPRESENTING


Rick Dugas



CPRA

Mark Maher



GSA Consulting Engineers, Inc.

Marti Lucore


Corps of Engineers

Steve Marionneaux


Levee Board Attorney

Cecil Tessier


Assistant Executive Director

Richard Sparks


Levee Board Operations Supt.

Janice Jarreau


Administrative Program Manager

Crissi Canezaro


Accounting Technician
Tiffany Weber


Accounting Specialist
Kristy Jewell


Human Resource Analyst

Will Tyson



Executive Director

                                                                    * * * * *


President John Grezaffi asked for any public comments.  Hearing none, he proceeded with the meeting agenda.  






                    * * * * *

The Commissioners reviewed the minutes of July 9, 2014.  Commissioner Earl Matherne moved, seconded by Commissioner Glenn Angelle and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the July 9, 2014 meeting as presented, and that the minutes be published in the official journal of the Board.  








        * * * * * 

Ms. Marti Lucore with the New Orleans District Corps of Engineers appeared before the Board.

Ms. Lucore gave an update on Highway 105/Butte LaRose Road.  She presented a handout to board members to show proposed work on the West side of the Atchafalaya River between Butte LaRose and Krotz Springs road on the levee berm to access Indian Bayou.  The Corps of Engineers looked at different options for this project; putting limestone on the existing road or two laning the limestone surfaced road; This would improve drainage by enhancing the bed of the road and removing utility poles.  It will take approximately 1 or 2 months before the final design is complete.  They will be able to start the project when they have money in the budget.  The funding comes from the Atchafalaya Basin Floodway System budget.  Mr. Tyson explained that the Corps of Engineers has several accounts within their budget.  The ABFS project is one of those accounts.  This project will be for improvements on the levee berm, but will not improve the levee crown.  Once improvements are made it will help with traffic flow.  After considerable discussion, Commissioner Moise LeBlanc moved, seconded by Commissioner Glenn Angelle, and unanimously carried to prepare a resolution in support of this project in hopes of getting the Corps of Engineers to move forward with this project.  The final draft of the resolution will be presented at the September board meeting for the Board’s consideration.  
Mr. Tyson advised the Board that the Corps of Engineers is requesting approval to extend the right-of-entry for repair of W52 slides.  He said the Corps is planning to come in to do this work in September.   Commissioner Barry Soileau moved, seconded by Commissioner Nickie Rockforte, and unanimously carried, to grant this request.








           * * * * * 

Mr. Rick Dugas of CPRA addressed the board regarding a letter dated August 5, 2014 to
the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District relative to the W-52 Levee Slides.  He said that Ronnie Robinson does not have jurisdiction in this matter and John Monzon is no longer with the agency.  







          * * * * *

Mr. Mark Maher with GSA Consulting Engineers addressed the Board regarding a request

from the City of Port Allen to extend the existing bike bath for a distance of 3,268.5 feet.  There may be additional phases at a later time, but this is as far as the city can extend the trail due to funding at this time.  A request has also been submitted to the Corps of Engineers and Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority.  The Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority have issued a Letter of No Objection.  Mr. Tyson advised that the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District has authority to maintain the levee.  Mr. Maher said it is the City of Port Allen’s responsibility to get the approval from the landowners for the project.  Motion by Commissioner Barry Soileau, seconded by Commissioner Bill Flynn, and unanimously carried to approve this request, provided that the City obtains the landowners’ permission and that a Letter of No Objection is received from Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority and the Corps of Engineers.








         * * * * *

Commissioner Nickie Rockforte moved, seconded by Commissioner Harry Marionneaux,

and unanimously approved to grant a performance adjustment increase to all classified

and unclassified employees on October 1, 2014.







                     * * * * *

Motion by Commissioner Gerald LeGrand, seconded by Commissioner Karen Jewell

and unanimously carried to grant a reallocation to Michael Sparks, Jr. and Roderick

Touchet from a Mobile Equipment Operator 1 to a Mobile Equipment Operator 2.








         * * * * *

Motion by Commissioner Harry Marionneaux, seconded by Commissioner Karen Jewell

to approve a promotion for George Guillory, Jr., from Mobile Equipment Maintenance

Mechanic to Mobile Equipment Master Mechanic.








         * * * * * 

Mr. Steve Marionneaux advised the board that in reference to the Pointe Coupee Project,
We met with the Corps of Engineers and officials of Pointe Coupee Parish one year ago.  The Parish advised what they needed from us.  A map was prepared showing the work site.  T here are more landowners than originally stated.  There are three landowners instead of one.  Mr. Tyson contacted the Corps of Engineers for a breakdown of property owners.  He received some information, but is waiting for more.  The Board

has to figure out who needs to be paid.  An offer cannot be made until all information is received, and an acreage breakdown is needed.  The Atchafalaya Basin Levee District got the information

to Pointe Coupee Parish in a timely fashion, but the District has to make sure we take care of the landowners.  We have until October 1, 2014 to make a final offer to the landowners.  There is 

adequate time, but we must receive the correct information to proceed.







          * * * * *

Motion by Commissioner Moise LeBlanc, seconded by Commissioner Gerald LeGrand, to have

Mrs. Janice Jarreau read a Sympathy Resolution for Mr. Aurelien “June” Leblanc, Jr., who passed away.  The following resolution was read and entered into the minutes of this meeting:


RESOLUTION
Moved by Commissioner Moise LeBlanc, seconded by Commissioner Gerald LeGrand

and Unanimously Carried:

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District lost a

valuable friend with the death of Aurelien (June( LeBlanc, Jr., on July 7, 2014, and

WHEREAS, Mr. LeBlanc worked for  the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District from

February 16, 1972 through May 16, 1990; and

WHEREAS, Mr. LeBlanc  will be missed by many who were close to him and who cherished

his friendship.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the members of this Board do hereby express its

condolences to the family of Mr. LeBlanc and its deepest regrets upon his death, that this

Resolution be incorporated and made a permanent part of the Minutes of this Board, and

further that a copy of this Resolution be presented to the LeBlanc Family so that they may

know of our sincere appreciation of the life of Mr. LeBlanc and of our sincere regrets in

his passing:

Vote:

Yeas:
Commissioners Gerald Alexander, Glenn Angelle, Bill Flynn, John Grezaffi, 

Daniel Hebert, Karen Jewell, Moise LeBlanc, Gerald LeGrand, Harry Marionneaux,

Earl Matherne, Nickie Rockforte, and Barry Soileau.

Nays:
None

Absent and not voting: Commissioner Cory Chustz

The vote in favor thereof being unanimous, the resolution was declared duly adopted.

      * * * * *

I, Janice G. Jarreau, Secretary for the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin

Levee District, do hereby certify that the above and foregoing is a true and correct copy

of excerpts of the Minutes of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin

Levee District, a Regular Meeting held in Port Allen, Louisiana, on Wednesday, 
August 6, 2014.
         







/s/Janice G. Jarreau, Secretary
A roll call vote was taken.  
Yeas:  
Commissioners Alexander, Angelle, Flynn, Grezaffi, Hebert, Jewell, LeBlanc, LeGrand, Marionneaux, Matherne, Rockforte, and Soileau

Nays:  None

Absent and not voting:  Commissioner Chustz

The motion passed unanimously.








     * * * * * 

The Mississippi River Commission will hold its meeting on August 22, 2014.  This will be

after the Low Water Inspection on August 21, 2014.  If any Commissioner is interested

in attending, please notify the office.








     * * * * *

President John Grezaffi stated that Mr. Tyson has been putting together a packet with

information from Morganza to the Gulf to present to the Coastal Restoration group.








     * * * * * 

There being no further business to come before the board, upon motion by Commissioner Harry Marionneaux and unanimously carried the meeting adjourned.
____________________________________           ____________________________________

Janice Jarreau, Secretary


           John Grezaffi, President

____________________________________

Linda Alwood, Contract Stenographer 

An Equal Opportunity Employer

