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ATCHAFALAYA BASIN LEVEE DISTRICT
P. O. Box 170

Port Allen, Louisiana  70767-0170

Phone (225) 387-2249

Fax     (225) 387-4742











       April 4, 2012

A Regular Board Meeting of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District was held at the Office of the Board in Port Allen, Louisiana at 4:00 p.m., Wednesday, April 4, 2012.  President John Grezaffi called the meeting to order.  Mrs. Janice Jarreau called the roll.  The following members were present:

COMMISSIONER


PARISH


Glenn Angelle


Iberia

Gerald Alexander


Ascension


Cory Chustz



West Baton Rouge

Bill Flynn



West Baton Rouge

John Grezaffi


Pointe Coupee

Daniel Hebert


Iberville

Karen Jewell


Iberville

  

Stephen Juge 


Pointe Coupee

Moise LeBlanc


St. Martin

Gerald LeGrand


St. Martin

Harry Marionneaux


Iberville

Earl Matherne


Assumption 

Barry Soileau 


St. Landry


Absent:

None

Also Present:

INDIVIDUAL


REPRESENTING


Dale Bergeron


Fire Fighter Tool Supply

Pat Durnham


Doggett

Lauren Dimattia


CPRA

David Storm



Pinnacle Leasing

Steve Marionneaux


Levee Board Attorney

Richard Sparks


Levee Board Operations Superintendent

Bruce Guidry


Levee Board Police Captain

Janice Jarreau


Administrative Program Manager

Peggy McCutcheon


Accounting Technician

Kristy Jewell 


Human Resource Analyst

Crissi Canezaro


Administrative Coordinator

Will Tyson



Executive Director


* * * * *

Commissioner Steve Juge moved, seconded by Commissioner Karen Jewell and unanimously carried to add a presentation by Dale Bergeron of the Fire Fighter Tool Supply Co. to the agenda for this meeting.  


* * * * *

The Board reviewed the minutes of the March 14, 2012 meeting.  Commissioner Harry Marionneaux moved, seconded Commissioner Glenn Angelle and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the meeting and that they be published in the official journal of the Board.  


* * * * *

A request had been made by the St. Martin Land Company to appear before the board relative to the permit for a subdivision.  No one was present to represent the company, so President John Grezaffi suggested this could be referred to the Executive Committee.  

* * * * *

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District, in its office in Port Allen, Louisiana, up to 2:00 P.M. Wednesday April 4, 2012 and can also be submitted online at www.centralauctionhouse.com for the following equipment:

One (1) 2012 Year Model Motorgrader
All bids will be publicly opened and read at 4:00 p.m. of the same day, and any bid received subsequent to 2:00 p.m. will be returned unopened. All bids shall be submitted in a sealed envelope by the dealer and marked in bold print to indicate the above item bid. It is mandatory that all bids are submitted on forms provided by the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District, otherwise bid will be considered null and void.  Detailed specifications and proposal forms are available at the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District office, 525 Court Street, Port Allen, Louisiana, telephone number (225) 387-2249 between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.

The specifications are used only to set forth and convey to prospective bidders the general style, type, character, and quality of the product desired. Equivalent or better products will be acceptable. Variations of lesser quality and functionality are a potential for bid rejection.  Failure to note variations are a basis for dismissal as well.

Prospective bidders must have a dealer certified mechanic shop within 60 miles of the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District Port Allen, Louisiana office capable of providing all warranty requirements as a pre-requisite to bidding.

No bid bond is required for this project.

No bidder may withdraw his bid for at least (45) days after the time scheduled for the opening of bids. 

The Atchafalaya Basin Levee Board reserves the right to reject any and all bids or to accept any bid(s), which in the opinion of the Levee Board will be in the best interest of the Board.

PUBLISH: POINTE COUPEE BANNER and THE ADVOCATE
March 8

March 15

March 22

The following bid was receive and duly opened and read:

Doggett Machinery Services

Baton Rouge, LA

$213,866.00

Commissioner Glenn Angelle moved, seconded by Commissioner Earl Matherne and unanimously carried to take the bid under advisement, and to let the Equipment Committee and the Levee Board Attorney review the bid and its documentation to make sure it meets our specifications.

* * * * *

Mr. Will Tyson advised the board that he has received a request from the Corps of Engineers for a right of entry in Iberville Parish.  He said he does not think they need a full right of entry, but rather a partial, since some of this property would be outside of our normal right of way.  Commissioner Harry Marionneaux moved, seconded by Commissioner Karen Jewell and unanimously carried to grant a partial right of entry to the Corps for this request.  

Ms. Lauren Dimattia of CPRA was introduced.  She is attending the meeting on behalf of Rick Dugas this month.

* * * * *

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1A meeting of the Executive Committee of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District was held on Wednesday, March 14, 2012 at 4:30 p.m. at the Board Office in Port Allen, Louisiana.  Chairman Steve Juge called the meeting to order.  The following members were present:

Steve Juge, Chairman 

Harry Marionneaux, 2nd Vice Chairman

Barry Soileau, Member

Moise LeBlanc, Member

John Grezaffi, Ex-Officio Chair

Bill Flynn, Ex-Officio Chair

Absent: 

Daniel Hebert, 1st Vice Chairman

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Also Present: 

Commissioner Gerald Alexander

Commissioner Karen Jewell

Commissioner Glenn Angelle

Commissioner Earl Matherne

Commissioner Gerald LeGrand

Lou Delahaze, WBR Parish

Riley Berthelot, WBR Parish

Eric Porhe, SJB Group

Rick Dugas, CPRA

Calder Hebert, St. Martin Parish Government

Walter Comeaux, Comeaux Engineering

Richard Sparks, Levee Board Operations Superintendent

Janice Jarreau, Administrative Program Manager

Kristy Jewell, Human Resource Analyst

Crissi Canezaro, Administrative Coordinator

Peggy McCutcheon, Accounting Technician

William Tyson, Executive Director, Levee Board

Steve Marionneaux, Levee Board Attorney

1. Request from Mr. Riley Berthelot to discuss the Brusly Landing Recreational Trails - Mr. Riley Berthelot, President of the West Baton Rouge Parish Council, appeared before the Committee to request approval of the Brusly Landing Recreational Trails.  Mr. Lou Delahaye, attorney, stated that Margaret Cannella sought a grant to do walking trails on the levee.  She started working with property owners, since the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District requests that they get permission from property owners.  The property owners were hesitant to sign the agreement because of potential liability.  However, an Attorney General opinion sought by Mr. Berthelot states that state statutes relieves all liability and expenses from the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District and property owners.  The opinion authorizes West Baton Rouge to construct bicycle paths and walkways.  West Baton Rouge Parish co-signed with Margaret Cannella.  Revised Statue 38:301 precludes anyone from liability.  It protects the property owners and the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District.  Iberville and West Baton Rouge are included in this opinion.  Commissioner Moise LeBlanc asked if landowners would be notified of what is going on, as a courtesy.  Mr. Berthelot stated that the long range plan is to have bike and jogging trails from the locks in Brusly to the docks in Plaquemine. The work will be done in phases.  Mr. Tyson stated that Ponchartrain Levee District did this with St. Charles Parish with a letter of no objection and a cooperative endeavor agreement.  Mrs. Cannella requested a permit from the Corps of Engineers.  They did not issue a letter of no objection, but directed her to contact the Regulatory Division.  Mr. Tyson stated that the law Mr. Berthelot previously talked about does not preclude the landowners from being compensated.  Mr. Berthelot said he saw nothing about this in the attorney general’s opinion. Mr. Tyson advised that Mrs. Cannella needs a letter of no objection from the Corps of Engineers and CPRA.  Commissioner Steve Juge advised that we won’t move forward with this matter until the Corps of Engineers approves it.  He told Mr. Berthelot to have Mrs. Cannella contact Mr. Tyson to let him look over her paperwork before she submits it to the Corps.  Mr. Rick Dugas gave Mr. Berthelot his card listing his contact information and he asked them to provide him with a copy of the law they referred to.  

2. Discuss a permit request for Bayou Amy Trial and Educational Pavilion -   A representative from Comeaux Engineering advised the Board they are planning to build a boat launch and restaurant facility.  They are being funded in part by the Department of Natural Resources Atchafalaya Basin Program.  Mr. Tyson asked if they contacted the landowners in the area.  He stated that they went through an extensive negotiation with St. Martin Land Company, and have a signed contract.  Mr. Tyson asked who would do the maintenance work.  He stated St. Martin Parish Government and the City of Henderson would handle maintenance.  Mr. Rick Dugas advised that he would need to see a footprint of the building sitting on the ground.  Commissioner Steve Juge advised the group to get with Mr. Tyson.  Mr. Tyson advised that they would need a letter from the Corps of Engineers and CPRA.  

3. Discuss uniform quotes - Motion by Commissioner Barry Soileau, seconded by Commissioner Harry Marionneaux and unanimously carried to accept the lowest bid from Guidry’s Uniforms to purchase uniforms for the employees.  

4. Discuss maintenance contract with Air Control - Commissioner Moise LeBlanc motioned, seconded by Commissioner Harry Marionneaux and unanimously carried to approve a Professional Maintenance Contract with Air Control Engineering, Inc., for maintenance of the heating and air conditioning system.

5. Request permission to advertise for Fiscal Agent Bank - Motion by Commissioner Moise LeBlanc, seconded by Commissioner Harry Marionneaux and unanimously carried to authorize permission to advertise for Fiscal Agent Bank.

6. Request permission to advertise for hunting and fishing lease in St. Martin Parish - Motion by Commissioner Barry Soileau, seconded by Commissioner Harry Marionneaux and unanimously carried to authorize permission to advertise for hunting and fishing lease in St. Martin Parish.

There being no further business to come before the committee, upon motion by Commissioner Barry Soileau and unanimously carried, the meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/Steve Juge, Chairman



/s/Harry Marionneaux, 2nd Vice Chairman

/s/Barry Soileau, Member



/s/Moise LeBlanc, Member

/s/Bill Flynn, Ex-Officio Chairman


/s/John Grezaffi, Ex-Officio Chairman

The board members reviewed the minutes of the Executive Committee from their meeting on March 14, 2012.  Mr. Tyson advised the board that in reference to Item #1 relative to the bike and jogging path, he would like to add to the minutes that we will need an intergovernmental agreement like the one used by Ponchartrain Levee District for a similar project.  Commissioner Steve Juge moved, seconded by Commissioner Glenn Angelle and unanimously carried to approve the minutes with this amendment.

* * * * *

Mr. Dale Bergeron of the Fire Fighter Tool Supply addressed the board.  He informed the board that his company manufactures inflatable dams that can be used to protect property during high water events.  He said he is working to get the product on state contract at this time.  He said the product is sold by the foot, and he has some that have been reused for up to seven years.

* * * * *

Mr. Steve Marionneaux advised the board that Pinnacle Leasing has asked to nominate five tracts of land in St. Martin Parish for an oil, gas and mineral lease.  He said the company has asked for a five year lease, instead of a three year lease.  He said we would need to follow the rules of the Mineral Board in handling the lease.  David Stern of Pinnacle Leasing addressed the board on this matter.  He said the Mineral Board has verbally told him they would accept a five year lease.  He advised the board that this is a 30,000 foot project similar to an offshore project, but it is being brought on land.  He expects it to take at least a year to be complete.  Mr. Steve Marionneaux said the Mineral Board is not mandating the five year lease, so it would be up to the Board of Commissioners.  However, they are stating they would allow a five year lease for this type project.  The board discussed whether to give a three year lease with an option for two more years.  After discussion, Commissioner Barry Soileau moved, seconded by Commissioner Steve Juge and unanimously carried to bid the tracts of land noted for a five year lease.  

* * * * *

Mr. Tyson reported that the Association of Levee Boards is offering a course for Commissioners on Ethics Training Thursday, May 3rd from 10:00 am - 11:00 am at their Annual Workshop.  He said this is now a requirement for all commissioners each year.  They will also provide the training via the internet, which can also be used to meet the requirement.  President John Grezaffi encouraged all commissioners to attend.

* * * * *

Mr. Tyson said he is not ready to advertise for the 2012 Millage with the intent of Rolling Forward.  He will have to wait until he can get sufficient information from the assessors' offices.

* * * * *

Commissioner Harry Marionneaux moved, seconded by Commissioner Cory Chustz and unanimously carried to advertise for fuel, limestone and the official journal.  Commissioner Glen Angelle asked for clarification on how these bids are handled in other parishes.  Mr. Tyson explained that the bids are advertised in the newspapers, and that bids can be accepted from any of the parishes.

* * * * *

Mr. Tyson noted the Town of Grand Isle has invited the commissioners to attend their 10th Annual Coastal Mayor's Conference in association with Association of Levee Boards of Louisiana Conference in Grand Isle April 26-28, 2012.  

Mr. Tyson further advised the board that LWCC has issued a check to the district for $16,762.00 as a reimbursement on our workers compensation coverage.

* * * * *

There being no further business to appear before the board, upon motion by Commissioner Harry Marionneaux and unanimously carried the meeting adjourned.

_________________________________             

Janice Jarreau, Secretary                             
       John Grezaffi, President

_________________________________
Linda E. Alwood, Contract Stenographer

An Equal Opportunity Employer

