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ATCHAFALAYA BASIN LEVEE DISTRICT
P. O. Box 170

Port Allen, Louisiana  70767-0170

Phone (225) 387-2249

Fax     (225) 387-4742















Port Allen, Louisiana

April 6, 2011







A Regular Board Meeting of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District was held at the Office of the Board in Port Allen, Louisiana at 4:00 p.m., Wednesday, April 6, 2011.  President John Grezaffi called the meeting to order.  Mrs. Janice Jarreau called the roll.  The following members were present:

COMMISSIONER


PARISH


Glenn Angelle


Iberia

Gerald Alexander


Ascension


Cory Chustz



West Baton Rouge


John Grezaffi


Pointe Coupee

Daniel Hebert


Iberville

Karen Jewell


Iberville

Stephen Juge 


Pointe Coupee

Moise LeBlanc


St. Martin

Gerald LeGrand


St. Martin

Harry Marionneaux


Iberville

Earl Matherne


Assumption 

Barry Soileau 


St. Landry


Absent:  

Bill Flynn



West Baton Rouge

Also Present:

INDIVIDUAL


REPRESENTING


Rick Dugas



OCPR

Larry Ardoin


OCPR

Bruce Guidry


Levee Board Police Captain

Cecil Tessier 


Assistant Executive Director

Ernie LeBlanc


Levee Board Maintenance Supervisor

Kristy Marcantel


Human Resources Analyst

Peggy McCutcheon


Accounting Technician


Crissi Canezaro


Administrative Coordinator

Tiffany Weber


Administrative Coordinator



Janice Jarreau


Administrative Program Manager


Will Tyson



Executive Director

Steve Marionneaux


Levee Board Attorney


* * * * *

Commissioner Barry Soileau moved, seconded by Commissioner Earl Matherne 

and unanimously carried that the minutes of the March 2, 2011 board meeting be

adopted, and that they be published in the Official Journal of this Board.  


* * * * *

RESOLUTION


BE IT RESOLVED, that the following millage(s) are hereby levied on the 2011 tax roll on all property subject to taxation by Atchafalaya Basin Levee District:





            
MILLAGE



Ad Valorum




4.04 mills

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the proper administrative officials of the Parishes of Ascension, Assumption, Iberia, Iberville, Pointe Coupee, St. Landry, St. Martin, and West Baton Rouge, State of Louisiana, be and they are hereby empowered, authorized, and directed to spread said taxes, as hereinabove set forth, upon the assessment roll of said Parishes for the year 2011, and to make the collection of the taxes imposed for and on behalf of the taxing authority, according to law, and that the taxes herein levied shall become a permanent lien and privilege on all property subject to taxation as herein set forth, and collection thereof shall be enforceable in the manner provided by law.


The foregoing resolution was read in full, the roll was called on the adoption thereof, and the resolution was adopted by the following votes:


YEAS: Gerald Alexander, Glenn Angelle, Cory Chustz, John Grezaffi, Daniel 


Herbert, Karen Jewell, Stephen Juge, M.J. LeBlanc, Gerald LeGrand, 


Harry Marionneaux, Earl Matherne and Barry Soileau


NAYS: None


ABSTAINED: None


ABSENT: Bill Flynn

CERTIFICATE


I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and exact copy of the resolution adopted at the board meeting held on April 6, 2011, at which meeting a quorum was present and voting.


Port Allen, Louisiana, this 6th day of April 2011.

________________________________________

John Grezaffi, President
The foregoing resolution was read in full, the roll was called on the adoption thereof, and the resolution was adopted by the following votes:

YEAS: 
Commissioners Alexander, Angelle, Chustz, Grezaffi, Hebert, Jewell, Juge, LeBlanc, LeGrand, Marionneaux, Matherne and Soileau

NAYS: 
None

ABSTAINED: None

ABSENT: Commissioner Flynn

The resolution to maintain the millage at the existing rate of 4.04 mills, authorizing President John Grezaffi to sign the resolution and affidavit as presented was passed.


* * * * *

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1A meeting of the Executive Committee of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District was held on Wednesday March 9, 2011, at the Board Office in Port Allen, Louisiana.  Chairman Steve Juge called the meeting to order.  The following members were present:

Steve Juge, Chairman 

Harry Marionneaux, 2nd Vice Chairman

Moise LeBlanc, Member

Barry Soileau, Member

Bill Flynn, Ex-Officio Chair

Absent:

Daniel Hebert, 1st Vice Chairman

John Grezaffi, Ex-Officio Chair

Also Present: 

Commissioner Glenn Angelle

Commissioner Karen Jewell

Commissioner Gerald LeGrand

Commissioner Earl Matherne

Commissioner Gerald Alexander

Mrs. Margaret Canella, Citizen

Steve Marionneaux, Levee Board Attorney

Janice Jarreau, Administrative Program Manager

Kristy Marcantel, Human Resource Analyst

Tiffany Weber, Administrative Coordinator

Crissi Canezaro, Administrative Coordinator

William Tyson, Executive Director, Levee Board

1.
Review a request for a permit from Mrs. Margaret Canella on  Brusly Landing Recreational Trails and Promenade Project: Mrs. Margaret Canella addressed the board.  She advised the Commissioners that she received a $92,000 grant for the West Baton Rouge Parish Government for a promenade with primitive trails behind the levee near Brusly.  She said the project would be comprised of 112 acres starting at Main Street in Brusly, with trails going behind the levee.  Mrs. Canella brought the master plan prepared by Tipton & Associates for the commissioners to view. She said this would not cut into the levee, but they would build up where needed.  The parish will maintain the entrance for the project, as a part of their park system.  Mrs. Canella said there would be no lights at this time.  Mr. Tyson asked if she had presented this to the Corps of Engineers and received their approval.  She said she has a letter from the Corps, but did not have the master plan at the time it was submitted.  Commissioner Bill Flynn asked if she has received approval from all the landowners who would be affected.  She said the majority of the land is owned by Cinclare, but there is a small piece owned by Edith Owens.  Commissioner Flynn suggested Mrs. Canella meet with Mr. Tyson and determine exactly what is needed before we can approve.  Mr. Tyson said she would need to present the complete package to the Corps of Engineers, OCPR and ABLD.  They need to know about water lines, power drops, signage, cross sections of ramps in asphalt road, and side slopes of mounds.  He asked if they had done a survey.  A survey may be needed, but the Corps of Engineers may have surveys “as built”, but this might take some time to complete.  Commissioner Soileau moved, seconded by Commissioner LeBlanc and unanimously carried to approve the project in theory and concept, subject to Mr. Tyson’s approval and recommendation for a permit.  

2.
Discuss uniform quotes: Mr. Tyson advised the committee that he obtained three quotes for employee uniforms.  The quotes were from Guidry’s Uniforms, Ventura and Cintas.  The lowest bid is from Guidry’s Uniforms at $7,367.28.  Commissioner Marionneaux moved, seconded by Commissioner Soileau and unanimously carried to approve the acceptance of the low quote for the uniforms.

3.
Discuss Belle River Boat Landing Payment Machines: Mr. Tyson reported that the current machines are being discontinued, and we will no longer be able to purchase parts for repairs.  He said that two new electronic machines would cost $15,000 each.  He asked for the committee’s direction on this matter.  Commissioner Marionneaux moved, seconded by Commissioner Soileau and unanimously carried to remove the two machines we have when they break, and put in their place slot boxes as soon as possible.  Commissioner Angelle said that once a day we should check to see if cars have tags showing they have paid.  We will keep the year round ticket system as well.

4.
Any Personnel Matters: There were no personnel matters to come before the committee.

Mr. Tyson reported the next high water inspection will be April 14th. 
There being no further business to come before the committee, upon motion by Commissioner Harry Marionneaux and unanimously carried, the meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/Steve Juge,  Chairman


/s/Harry Marionneaux, 2nd Vice Chairman 

/s/Moise LeBlanc, Member


/s/Barry Soileau, Member
/s/Bill Flynn, Ex-Officio Chairman
Commissioner Steve Juge moved, seconded by Commissioner Earl Matherne and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the Executive Committee meeting on March 9, 2011 as presented.


* * * * *

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
Notice is hereby given that sealed bids will be received by the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District, in its office in Port Allen, Louisiana, up to 2:00 P.M. Wednesday April 6, 2011 and can also be submitted online at www.centralauctionhouse.com for the following equipment:

One (1) 2011 Year Model Hydraulic Track Excavator
All bids will be publicly opened and read at 4:00 p.m. of the same day, and any bid received subsequent to 2:00 p.m. will be returned unopened. All bids shall be submitted in a sealed envelope by the dealer and marked in bold print to indicate the above item bid. It is mandatory that all bids are submitted on forms provided by the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District, otherwise bid will be considered null and void.  Detailed specifications and proposal forms are available at the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District office, 525 Court Street, Port Allen, Louisiana, telephone number (225) 387-2249 between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.
The specifications are used only to set forth and convey to prospective bidders the general style, type, character, and quality of the product desired. Equivalent or better products will be acceptable.

Prospective bidders must have a dealer certified mechanic shop within 60 miles of the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District Port Allen, Louisiana office capable of providing all warranty requirements as a pre-requisite to bidding.

No bid bond is required for this project.

No bidder may withdraw his bid for at least (45) days after the time scheduled for the opening of bids. 
The Atchafalaya Basin Levee Board reserves the right to reject any and all bids or to accept any bid(s), which in the opinion of the Levee Board will be in the best interest of the Board.

PUBLISH: POINTE COUPEE BANNER and THE ADVOCATE
March 10, 17 and 24, 201
The following bids were duly opened and read:

1) Louisiana Machinery Co.  16613 Airline Highway, Prairieville, LA 70769     $128,900.00

2) CLM Equipment Co.         3135 US Highway 90 East, Broussard, LA 70518  $133,800.00

3) M & L Industries               5810 Airline Highway, Baton Rouge, LA 70805    $106,651.00

4) Quest Construction
          38297 Highway 30, Gonzales, LA 70737                $106,400.00

5) Crawler Supply Co.
          6413 Airline Highway, Baton Rouge, LA 70805    $112,332.00

6) Daggett Machinery
         10110 Daradele Avenue, Baton Rouge, LA 70816  $123,500.00

7) State Machinery


160 West Airline Highway, Kenner, LA 70063     $93,329.00

Commissioner Steve Juge moved, seconded by Commissioner Harry Marionneaux and unanimously carried to take the bids under advisement and ask the equipment to review and make a recommendation to the board.

Mr. Will Tyson advised the board that he received two letters of protest on this bid.  One from Crawler Supply and the other from State Machinery.  


* * * * *

Mr. Tyson reported that the Corps of Engineers will make their annual High Water Inspection trip during the period April 10 - 15, 2011.  He expects April 14th to be the date we will accompany them on the inspection.  If any commissioners wish to attend, they should advise the staff.  Mr. Tyson said the river crested Monday and the water is now dropping slightly.


* * * * *

Mr. Steve Marionneaux, Levee Board Attorney, advised the board that he received a letter from the State Treasurer(s office in reference to the deposit of funds from the sale of immovable state property.  He said the letter was from James Napper, II on behalf of the State Treasurer, and stated that neither the Treasurer or his department renders legal opinions or concurs in legal opinions issued by others, and this response is not to be construed as either.  However, since we are relying upon an applicable Attorney General(s opinion and the authorizing state statutes cited therein for their opinion and advise to the district, his office is not aware of any reason to question our reliance on the Attorney General(s opinion or cited statutes.  Mr. Marionneaux said this cleared any questions he might have had and feels the State Treasurer does not have a problem with our interpretation of the deposit of funds for the sale of property in Pointe Coupee Parish.  The Atchafalaya Basin Levee District will be able to maintain the proceeds from the sale.  He said it must be sold in 160 acre parcels, which might cause some problems with access issues.  We would sell three 160 acre tracts if the board agrees to go forward.  President John Grezaffi asked if we would have to determine the easiest access for each tract before we proceed.  Mr. Marionneaux said that we would, and that the property is irregular in shape.  Commissioner Steve Juge said we should check with the person who did the last survey of the property, and see if they could make those recommendations.  Commissioner Steve Juge moved, seconded by Commissioner Harry Marionneaux, to sell the property described in Pointe Coupee Parish, making no provision for access to public roads, but providing access between the three tracts.  A roll call vote was called.  The commissioners voted as follows:

YEAS: 
Commissioners Alexander, Angelle, Chustz, Grezaffi, Hebert, Jewell, Juge, LeBlanc, LeGrand, Marionneaux, Matherne and Soileau

NAYS: 
None

ABSTAINED: None

ABSENT: Commissioner Flynn

The motion passed.


* * * * *

Commissioner Gerald LeGrand moved, seconded by Commissioner Earl Matherne and unanimously carried to reallocate Herbert Noel from Mobile Equipment Operator 1 to Mobile Equipment Operator 2.


* * * * *

Commissioner Harry Marionneaux moved, seconded by Commissioner Earl Matherne and unanimously carried to authorize the staff to advertise for fuel, limestone and the official journal.


* * * * *

The board was advised of a meeting of the Mississippi River Commissioner to be held April 16, 2011.


* * * * *

Mr. Rick Dugas of OCPR introduced Larry Ardoin to the commissioners.  He reported that they recommended a statewide study of all levees to the legislature, with oversight remaining as is.


* * * * *

There being no further business to appear before the board, upon motion by Commissioner Cory Chustz and unanimously carried, the meeting adjourned.

_____________________________


______________________________


Janice Jarreau, Secretary 

 

John Grezaffi, President

_________________________________
Linda E. Alwood, Contract Stenographer

