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ATCHAFALAYA BASIN LEVEE DISTRICT
     P. O. Box 170

Port Allen, Louisiana  70767-0170

Phone (225) 387-2249

Fax     (225) 387-4742














         Port Allen, Louisiana

February 2, 2011







A Regular Board Meeting of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District was held at the Office of the Board in Port Allen, Louisiana at 4:00 p.m., Wednesday, February 2, 2011.  President John Grezaffi called the meeting to order.  Mrs. Janice Jarreau called the roll.  The following members were present:

COMMISSIONER


PARISH



Gerald Alexander


Ascension


Cory Chustz



West Baton Rouge


John Grezaffi


Pointe Coupee

Karen Jewell


Iberville

Stephen Juge 


Pointe Coupee

Moise LeBlanc


St. Martin

Gerald LeGrand


St. Martin

Earl Matherne


Assumption 

Barry Soileau 


St. Landry

Absent:  

Glenn Angelle


Iberia

Bill Flynn



West Baton Rouge

Daniel Hebert


Iberville


Harry Marionneaux


Iberville

Also Present:

INDIVIDUAL


REPRESENTING


Rick Dugas 



OCPR


David Mougeot


Architect

Bruce Guidry


Levee Board Police Captain

Cecil Tessier 


Assistant Executive Director

Kristy Marcantel


Human Resources Analyst

Peggy McCutcheon


Accounting Technician


Crissi Canezaro


Administrative Coordinator

Tiffany Weber


Administrative Coordinator



Janice Jarreau


Administrative Program Manager


Will Tyson



Executive Director

Steve Marionneaux


Levee Board Attorney

     * * * * *

Commissioner Barry Soileau moved, seconded by Commissioner Karen Jewell 

and unanimously carried that the minutes of the January 5, 2011 board meeting be

adopted, and that they be published in the Official Journal of this Board.

                                  * * * * *

Mr. Tyson advised the Corps of Engineers High Water Inspection will be held April 11-15, 2011.  

    * * * * *

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District was held immediately following the Regular Board meeting on Wednesday, January 12, 2011, at the Board Office in Port Allen, Louisiana.   Chairman Steve Juge called the meeting to order.  The following members were present:

Steve Juge, Chairman

Daniel Hebert, 1st Vice Chairman

Harry Marionneaux, 2nd Vice Chairman

Barry Soileau, Member

Moise LeBlanc, Member

Bill Flynn, Ex-Officio Chair

Absent: 

John Grezaffi, Ex-Officio Chair

Also Present: 

Commissioner Glenn Angelle 

Commissioner Gerald Alexander

Commissioner Karen Jewell

Commissioner Gerald LeGrand

Commissioner Cory Chustz

Commissioner Earl Matherne

Steve Marionneaux, Levee Board Attorney

Richard Sparks, Levee Board Operations Manager

Bruce Guidry, Levee Board Police Captain

Janice Jarreau, Administrative Program Manager

Peggy McCutcheon, Accounting Technician

William Tyson, Executive Director, Levee Board

1.
Request from Mr. Mitchell Ourso to discuss a borrow pit crossing at Ramah.

Commissioner Daniel Hebert advised the board that Mr. Ourso did not want to come and discuss this matter, but rather advise the board of the results of a study of bridges in Iberville parish.  Based on the study, the bridge in Ramah is in need of major repair.  It would cost $2,000,000 for a new bridge.  Mr. Ourso is informing the Department of Natural Resources, the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, the Corps of Engineers, and the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District of this need.  He said it is a state road to the bridge, but the parish owns the bridge itself.  ABLD has a servitude on one side.  Mr. Ourso is trying to rally the entities that use the bridge to either come up with the money to replace the bridge or demolish it.  

2.
Request permission to begin receiving quotes for employee uniforms: Commissioner Harry Marionneaux moved, seconded by Commissioner Barry Soileau and unanimously carried to authorize the staff to obtain quotes for uniforms for the staff.  

3.
Discuss permit fees - Mr. Tyson advised the committee that this is in reference to the request to bore under the levee versus on top of the levee.  We charged $1,000 for a pipe

crossing.    Mr. Flynn suggested that pipes 8 inches and larger should be studied.  Other levee districts charges are more streamlined.  He provided a copy of their pricing for the committee to review.  However, they do not have a pipeline fee.  Commissioner Bill Flynn said he feels we should study what landowners charge and go from there.  Commissioner Barry Soileau said we could use $1,000 as the minimum.  Mr. Tyson said that in most instances we have a servitude and the company has to deal with the landowner as well.  

4.
Organizational Chart Revision - Commissioner Barry Soileau moved, seconded by Commissioner Moise LeBlanc and unanimously carried to approve the revised organizational chart.  

There being no further business to come before the committee, upon motion by Commissioner Daniel Hebert, and unanimously carried, the meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/Steve Juge, Chairman



/s/Daniel Hebert, 1st Vice Chairman

/s/Harry Marionneaux, 2nd Vice Chairman
           /s/Barry Soileau, Member

/s/Moise LeBlanc, Member



/s/John Grezaffi, Ex-Officio Chairman

Commissioner Steve Juge reviewed the highlights of the minutes from the Executive Committee meeting held January 12, 2011.  He indicated the committee discussed whether to change the bore crossing fee under the levee.  Currently, we would charge the same fee as our crossing fee schedule which is to run a pipeline on top of the levee.  After some discussion, Commissioner Barry Soileau moved, seconded by Commissioner Earl Matherne and unanimously carried to leave the permit cost the same for both.  Commissioner Steve Juge moved, seconded by Commissioner Barry Soileau and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the Executive Committee meeting as presented.

  * * * * *

A meeting of the Equipment Committee of the Board of Commissioners for the Atchafalaya Basin Levee District was held at 4:00 p.m., Wednesday, January 26, 2011 at the Board Office in Port Allen, Louisiana.  Commissioner Moise LeBlanc called the meeting to order.  The following members were present:

Moise LeBlanc, Chairman

Gerald Alexander, 1st Vice Chairman

Gerald LeGrand, Member

Glenn Angelle, Member 

Bill Flynn, Ex-Officio Member

Absent: 

Harry Marionneaux, 2nd Vice Chairman

John Grezaffi, Ex-Officio Member

Also Present:

Commissioner Kay Jewell

Richard Sparks, Levee Board Operations Superintendent

Peggy McCutcheon, Accounting Technician

Crissi Canezaro, Administrative Coordinator

Tiffany Weber, Administrative Coordinator

William Tyson, Executive Director, Levee Board

1. Discuss the proposed equipment purchase list - Mr. Tyson advised the committee that he has had some problems with the current Ford crew trucks and would like to replace them with four Chevrolet Duramax diesel trucks, which are on state contract.  Gerry Lane Enterprises currently has the state contract for trucks.  Also, he indicated he would like to purchase a small excavator for the fleet.  This is not on state contract, so we will need to put this out for bid.  Mr. Tyson said he will check with Steve Marionneaux to see what can legally be put in the specs.  Commissioner LeBlanc asked how the excavator will be used, and if it will include more than one bucket.  Mr. Tyson explained the different uses and advised him we would have more than one bucket.  Mr. Tyson said he would like to purchase three Bushhog Clippers off of state contract. The 2615 model clipper is no longer being produced, so we would get the new model, which is 2715.  Finally, he indicated he would like to purchase three John Deere Tractors this year off of state contract as well.  Commissioner Bill Flynn asked if all our tractors are now John Deere.  Mr. Richard Sparks advised the committee that we still have 15 New Holland tractors, but most are used as spare tractors or blade tractors.  He said the crews will all have John Deere tractors next year.  The total amount for all the purchases would be approximately $410,693.92.  He said we will have to adjust the budget somewhat to place the moneys allocated in the proper category.  Commissioner Glenn Angelle moved, seconded by Commissioner Moise LeBlanc and unanimously carried to approve the equipment purchases as presented, to bring this to the full board for their review, and to adjust the budget line items accordingly.  

2.
Discuss the sale of used equipment-  Mr. Tyson requested permission to sell the following equipment:  (1)  a Motor Grader that is not running and needs a transmission; (2) three Bush Hogs, (3) three tractors, (4) four Ford Crew Trucks, (5) one Dodge Truck and (6) one Suburban.  We would not sell this equipment until the new equipment is received.  Commissioner Angelle indicated that the board suggested we offer our used equipment for sale to the parishes before putting them out for bid.  Mr. Tyson said that could be done.  He said we could use the Kelly Blue Book value on the vehicles and set a value on the other equipment for the parishes.  Commissioner Flynn asked if the committee would rather sealed bids versus the auction.  Commissioner LeBlanc said the sealed bid process works out and the board made money from the last sealed bids.  After some discussion, Commissioner Angelle moved, seconded by Commissioner LeGrand and unanimously carried to recommend to the board of directors that the equipment listed on the proposed sheet be sold by sealed bids, offering it first to the eight parishes in our district on a first come basis for 30 days at an appraised value.   

3.
Any Other Equipment Matters-  Members of the committee received copies of the notice relative to attend the Washington Conference and the Partnering Conference.

Commissioner LeGrand asked how much it would cost to put a door on the north end of the Henderson barn.  Mr. Tyson said he did not know, but would get a price for the committee.  Commissioner LeBlanc asked if we would want to do the North side at the same time we do the South side, or do we want to wait to see what the cost will be.  We could get an idea of how much it would cost, and it would be good for the men to be able to get inside a building.  Pat Huval is closing the South end of the barn with doors.  Commissioner Alexander said if the South end is being closed, we should see how much it would cost to enclose the North end.  The entire building would then be enclosed.  Once the fence is moved, Commissioner LeGrand asked that they consider pouring a slab in the corner to wash the equipment.  Right now it is in the mud.  Commissioner LeBlanc asked that we bring this up to the entire board. We should try to do whatever we can to improve their working conditions.  Right now we will just get a price so we can see what we could afford.  Perhaps while Pat Huval's contractor is putting up the door on the South end, we could get a package deal on installing the door on the North end.  We probably need to look at the other barns to see if they need work as well.

There being no further business to come before the committee, upon motion by Commissioner Alexander, seconded by Commissioner LeGrand and unanimously carried, the meeting adjourned.  

Respectfully submitted,

/s/Moise LeBlanc, Chairman



/s/Gerald Alexander, 1st Vice Chairman

/s/Gerald LeGrand, Member



/s/Glenn Angelle, Member

/s/Bill Flynn, Ex-Officio Chairman

 Commissioner Moise LeBlanc asked Mr. Tyson to review his recommendations to the Equipment Committee.  Mr. Tyson reviewed the list of equipment to be sold and purchased.  He also presented a proposed budget revision from Capital Outlays for the board(s consideration.  Upon motion by Commissioner Gerald LeGrand, seconded by Commissioner Gerald Alexander and unanimously carried, the board approved the adjusted budget as noted, with the understanding we will contact various parish governments in our district to offer the equipment we are selling to them with a proposed minimum price for each.  

 Commissioner Earl Matherne moved, seconded by Commissioner Cory Chustz and unanimously carried to approve the minutes of the Equipment Committee as presented.

* * * * *

  Mr. Steve Marionneaux reported that Mr. Tyson, Mr. Tessier and he visited the State Lands office relative to the proposed sale of land in Point Coupee Parish.  We can sell the land, but there was a question as to whether the funds would have to go through the state treasurer before being disbursed to the district.  Mr. Marionneaux said he met with their attorney and it does not.  We received an Attorney General Opinion No. 99-338 stating we do not have to route through the State Treasurer.  Another issue is whether the property could be sold without dividing it into three sections.  He said the law states it must be divided, and he questioned what that would do to the property value.  Mr. Marionneaux said we would not be warranting access to the property, and now we cannot sell the property as a 360 acre track.  The property would have to be bid by the sheriff and advertised.  Mr. Marionneaux said that if the board is ready to proceed, we can do so.  Mr. Tyson reminded the board members that we will also maintain the mineral rights to the land.  Commissioner Steve Juge stated it was the intent of the board to use the funds obtained from this sale to offset the cost of the new administrative building.   President John Grezaffi suggested the matter be tabled until we can investigate the matter a little further.

* * * * *

 Commissioner Moise LeBlanc said he would like to discuss the door at Henderson Barn.  He asked whether the board could approve installing a 20' door on the North end of the shop at Henderson.  Commissioner Moise LeBlanc moved, seconded by Commissioner Gerald LeGrand and unanimously carried to approve the installation of the door.  Commissioner Gerald Alexander stated he felt the board should look into improving the barn at Stevensville, etc. as we are able.  A concrete slab will also be poured at the Henderson Barn.  

* * * * *

  Mrs. Janice Jarreau reported that the Civil Service Commission wil probably freeze merit increases for all state employees for another fiscal year.  They will review the matter in April, but it does not look like the increases will be likely.  

* * * * *

Mr. Tyson asked the board for authorization to develop appropriation requests for various projects in the Corps of Engineers budget that are not funded.  Commissioner Steve Juge so moved, seconded by Commissioner Matherne and unanimously carried.  Mr. Tyson said that Senator Landrieu(s office is telling us that special appropriations requests are being targeted for federal budget cuts, but that is how we get our money for the district.  The forms have not been made available.  Currently, Congress is operating under a continuing authority resolution.  

* * * * *

Commissioner Steve Juge told the board that on the new administrative building, he would like to suggest using beaded board on the meeting room, the entrance and Mr. Tyson(s office at a cost of approximately $3,500.  We have a credit from some other changes; and this would be an addition to the contract.  Commissioner Steve Juge moved that the board approve this contract change, seconded by Commissioner Barry Soileau and unanimously carried.

* * * * *

Mr. David Mougeot, Architect, reported that the drywall is being put up and should be finished by next week.  The interior colors have been selected.  The bricklayers had to wait because of the low temperatures.  Mr. Mougeot said he expects the completion date for the building to be within a month to 6 weeks.  

* * * * *

Mr. Rick Dugas advised the board that Billy Wall will be holding a levee class in March.  He also reported that Mr. Wall is going to be moving out of doing permits and they are hiring someone to replace him.

* * * * *

There being no further business to appear before the board, upon motion by Commissioner Barry Soileau and unanimously carried, the meeting adjourned.

_____________________________

______________________________


Janice Jarreau, Secretary 

 

John Grezaffi, President

_________________________________
Linda E. Alwood, Contract Stenographer
