





      Vinton, Louisiana










       January 12, 2016


The President and Board of Commissioners of the Vinton Harbor and Terminal District met in regular session on January 12, 2016, at 1200 Horridge Street, Vinton, Louisiana, at 6:00 P.M. after full compliance with all requirements as to notice and otherwise in respect to convening of said meeting with the following members present:





Jerry Merchant, President





Charles Broussard, Commissioner






Haley Bellard, Commissioner





Steven L. Jennings, Commissioner





Alexis Morrow, Commissioner



             ABSENT:
None
ALSO PRESENT:
Lynn Hohensee, Director, and Lee Lancon, Engineer 


President Merchant called the meeting to order.


It was moved by Commissioner Broussard that minutes of prior meeting, copies of which were mailed to each commissioner be approved as written.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Morrow and carried.



Bills for the month were approved upon a motion by Commissioner Jennings, seconded by Commissioner Bellard and carried.



It was moved by Commissioner Broussard that the financial statement for December 31, 2015, be approved as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Bellard and carried.

	FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR MONTH ENDING  12/31/2015
	

	BALANCE FORWARD
	$  316,334.45

	RECIEPTS:
	$      4,663.08  

	DISBURSEMENTS
	$    (7,013.79)

	
	

	BALANCE AS OF  12/31/2015
	$  313,983.74




President Merchant announced that item #5 on the agenda regarding the Mossville Lodge discussion was being deleted from the agenda as to Mr. Brass was unable to attend the meeting.


It was moved by Commissioner Bellard and seconded by Commissioner Morrow, that the following resolution be adopted, the vote thereon being as follows:

YEAS:
Commissioners Bellard, Broussard, Jennings, Merchant and Morrow

NAYS:
None

RESOLUTION
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PUBLICATION OF NOTICE DESCRIBING THE GEOGRAPHIC LIMITS OF VINTON HARBOR AND TERMINAL DISTRICT.


BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners, acting as the governing authority of Vinton Harbor and Terminal District, Louisiana, as follows:


SECTION 1.  Pursuant to Part VII of Chapter 1 of Title 34 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, as amended (La. R.S. 34:334.1, et seq.), creating the Vinton Harbor and Terminal District as a political subdivision of the State of Louisiana, the territorial limits are fixed and described as all of the area presently embraced within the limits of Ward Seven of the Parish Calcasieu, State of Louisiana.


SECTION 2.  The President and Secretary of this Board are empowered, authorized and requested to cause to be published a public notice describing the geographic limits of Vinton Harbor and Terminal District, said publication to be made in the Lake Charles American Press in the same edition as the Notice to Voters is published, pertaining to the special tax election authorized for Vinton Harbor and Terminal District by resolution adopted this date.


Adopted and approved this 12th day of January, 2016.




_________________________                                 



JERRY MERCHANT, President

ATTEST:

_____________________                         
MARY O. VICE, Secretary

It was moved by Commissioner Broussard, and seconded by Commissioner Bellard, that the following resolution be adopted, the vote thereon being as follows:

YEAS:
Commissioners Bellard, Broussard, Merchant and Morrow

NAYS:
Commissioner Jennings

RESOLUTION
A RESOLUTION ORDERING AND CALLING A SPECIAL ELECTION TO BE HELD IN VINTON HARBOR AND TERMINAL DISTRICT, CALCASIEU PARISH, LOUISIANA, ON APRIL 9, 2016, FOR THE PURPOSE OF SUBMITTING TO THE ELECTORS RESIDING IN THE DISTRICT QUALIFIED UNDER THE CONSTITUTION AND LAWS OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA, A PROPOSITION FOR LEVY AND COLLECTION OF AN AD VALOREM PROPERTY TAX MILLAGE FOR GIVING ADDITIONAL SUPPORT TO THE MAINTENANCE, IMPROVEMENT, AND OPERATIONS OF THE DISTRICT; AND MAKING APPLICATION TO THE STATE BOND COMMISSION IN CONNECTION THEREWITH.


WHEREAS, it is deemed necessary and desirable by the Board of Commissioners, governing authority of Vinton Harbor and Terminal District (the “District”), to call a special election to be held in the District for submit to the qualified electors a proposition for levy of a special ad valorem property tax of 7 mills, and to fund said tax into debt, for the purpose of maintenance, operation and improvement of the facilities of the District; and


WHEREAS, authority for submission to the qualified electors of the District of a proposition to levy a special tax for such purposes is granted by Article 6, Section 32 of the Constitution of 1974 of the State of Louisiana, and Subpart A of Part VIII of Chapter 1 of Title 34 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, as amended (La. R.S. 34:338.1, et seq.), and other constitutional and statutory authority supplemental thereto, provided the levy of such special tax and issuance of debt is first authorized by a majority of the qualified electors of the District voting on the proposition at an election held for such purpose; and


WHEREAS, in compliance with La. R.S. 42:19.1, notice of intention to call an election for submittal of a proposition for levy of an ad valorem property tax, and to fund said tax into debt, for the purpose of maintenance, operation and improvement of the facilities of the District was announced to the public during the course of a regular meeting of the District on December 8, 2016, and was published on December 10, 2016, in Lake Charles American Press, the official journal of the District, and actual notice was transmitted by email to each state senator and representative in whose district all or a portion of the Vinton Harbor and Terminal District is located; and


WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners desires to provide for holding an election at which a proposition for levying such special tax may be submitted;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners, acting as the governing authority of Vinton Harbor and Terminal District, Calcasieu Parish, Louisiana:


SECTION 1.  Subject to approval of the State Bond Commission, and under authority conferred by Article 6, Section 32 of the Constitution of 1974 of the State of Louisiana, and Subpart A of Part VIII of Chapter 1 of Title 34 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, as amended (La. R.S. 34:338.1, et seq.), and other constitutional and statutory authority supplemental thereto, a special election be and is hereby called and ordered to be held in Vinton Harbor and Terminal District, Calcasieu Parish, Louisiana, on Saturday, the 9th day of April, 2016, between the hours of seven (7:00) o’clock a.m. and eight (8:00) o’clock p.m., in compliance with the provisions of Chapter 6-A of Title 18 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, as amended, and that at said special election there be submitted to all the qualified electors of Vinton Harbor and Terminal District entitled and qualified to vote at said election under the Constitution and laws of the United States, the following proposition:

MILLAGE PROPOSITION

Shall Vinton Harbor and Terminal District, State of Louisiana, levy and collect a tax of 7 mills in excess of and in addition to other taxes levied by the District, for a period of ten (10) years beginning in 2016, and with the ability to fund said tax into debt, with collections from the levy of the tax estimated to be $361,256 for one entire year, for the purpose of maintenance, operating and improvement of the facilities owned or used by the District, title to which shall be in the public?


SECTION 2.  The polling places set forth in the Notice of Special Bond Election in Section 4 hereof, be and the same are hereby designated as the polling places at which to hold such election.


SECTION 3.  Officers designated or such substitutes as may be selected, designated and sworn in compliance with Sections 1286 through 1289 of Title 18 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, as amended, shall hold the said election substantially in accordance with the general election laws of the State of Louisiana, except that the election is called and shall be conducted, canvassed, and promulgated, and notice thereof given in accordance with the procedures set forth in Chapter 6-A of Title 18 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, as amended.  Said election officers shall make due returns of said election at a regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners, to be held at its regular meeting place, 1406 Loree Street, Vinton, Louisiana, on Tuesday, the 12th day of April, 2016, at 6:00 o’clock p.m., at which time said Board will, then and there, in open and public session, examine and canvass the returns and declare the result of said special election.  The compensation of election officials be and the same is hereby fixed at the sum as specified in Chapter 6-A of Title 18 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, as amended.  Assessed valuations shall not be voted in this election, and all qualified electors of Vinton Harbor and Terminal District are entitled to vote therein.  Voting machines shall be used in this election, and voters shall not be required to sign a ballot or vote assessed valuation of property.  The permanent registration law of the State of Louisiana being in force in Calcasieu Parish, said election shall be conducted in accordance with applicable provisions thereof.


SECTION 4.  The Secretary of the Board is hereby empowered, authorized and directed to publish, entirely separate and apart from any publication which may be made of this resolution, once a week for four consecutive weeks, with the first publication not less than forty-five days nor more than ninety days before the date of the election, in the Lake Charles American Press, a newspaper published in Lake Charles, Louisiana, and having general circulation in Calcasieu Parish and in Vinton Harbor and Terminal District, a Notice of Election, substantially in the form attached hereto as Exhibit A.


SECTION 5.  The Secretary of the Board be and he is hereby empowered, authorized and directed to arrange for furnishing said election officers, in ample time for holding of said election the necessary equipment, forms and other election paraphernalia essential to the proper holding of said election.


SECTION 6.  Application is hereby formally made to the State Bond Commission, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, in compliance with the requirements of Chapter 2, Title 47 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, as amended, and in compliance with Article VI, Section 32 of the Constitution of 1974 of the State of Louisiana, and other Constitutional and statutory authority supplemental thereto, for consent, approval and authority to hold the aforesaid election in Vinton Harbor and Terminal District under the provisions of Article VI, Section 32 of the Constitution of 1974 of the State of Louisiana, and of Subpart A of Part VIII of Chapter 1 of Title 34 of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950, as amended (La. R.S. 34:338.1, et seq.), and other Constitutional and statutory authority supplemental thereto, and in the event such election carries, for its consent and authority to levy and collect the ad valorem taxes therein provided.  The Secretary is empowered, authorized and requested to forward to the State Bond Commission a certified copy of this resolution which shall constitute a formal application to said Commission as herein provided.


SECTION 7.  By virtue of the District’s application for, acceptance and utilization of the benefits of the Louisiana State Bond Commission’s approval(s) resolved and set forth herein, the District resolves that it understands and agrees that such approval(s) are expressly conditioned upon, and it further resolves that it understands, agrees and binds itself, its successors and assigns to, full and continuing compliance with the “State Bond Commission Policy on Approval of Proposed Use of Swaps, or other forms of Derivative Products Hedges, Etc.,” adopted by the Commission on July 20, 2006, as to the borrowing(s) and other matter(s) subject to the approval(s), including subsequent application and approval under said Policy of the implementation or use of any swap(s) or other product(s) or enhancement(s) covered thereby.


SECTION 8.  There being a real public necessity for the retention and employment of legal counsel to provide specialized legal services in connection with the election, and it appearing that the public interest requires obtaining of such specialized legal services, Joseph A. Delafield, A Professional Corporation, of Lake Charles, Louisiana (“Bond Counsel”), is hereby employed for such purposes.


SECTION 9.  Certified copies of this Resolution shall be forwarded to the Secretary of State, the Clerk of Court and Ex-Officio Custodian of Voting Machines in and for the Parish of Calcasieu, and the Registrar of Voters, as notification of the special election herein called in order that each may prepare for said election and perform their respective functions as authorized and required by law.


SECTION 10.  All resolutions, ordinances, or orders in conflict herewith, be, to the extent of such conflict, and they are hereby repealed.


Adopted and approved on this 12th day of January, 2016.




_________________________                                 



JERRY MERCHANT, President

ATTEST:

______________________                         
MARY O. VICE, Secretary



President Merchant discussed installing gates and a small area of fence on the former Carlson Property for security purposes.


It was moved by Commissioner Broussard to authorize the President to secure an area of the former Carlson Property by installing (3) gates and small area of fence.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Morrow and carried.


President Merchant reported on the following:
· Update on the proposed Dirt and Dredging Projects


Director Hohensee presented the monthly director’s report.


There being no further business to come before the Governing Authority, it was moved by Commissioner Broussard that the meeting be adjourned.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Bellard and carried.

















____________________________________








Jerry Merchant,  President

Attest:







___________________________

Mary O. Vice, Clerk




____________________________________








Steven L. Jennings, Secretary
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