SOUTH TANGIPAHOA PARISH PORT COMMISSION
MONDAY, JULY 9, 2012– 12:00 NOON

MINUTES REGULAR MEETING
President Daryl Ferrara called the meeting to order at 12:05 noon on Monday, July 9, 2012 at the office of the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission, 163 W. Hickory Street, Ponchatoula, Louisiana.
Commissioners Present:  Daryl Ferrara, Mark Griggs, Lucas Watkins and Michael Williams


                                 
Absent:  Commissioner Don Boihem
Others Present:  Patrick Dufresne, Director; Helen A. Muller, Secretary; Stacey Neal, Don Ellzey, Action News and Loretta Joiner with the Hammond Daily Star.
Visitors were introduced and welcomed.  
Hearing no public comments, the president then asked for a motion to adopt the agenda.
It was moved by Commissioner Williams and seconded by Commissioner Griggs that the Commission adopt the Agenda as presented.  Motion passed. Yeas:  Ferrara, Griggs, Watkins and Williams;  Nays: None  Absent:  Boihem
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

It was moved by Commissioner Williams, seconded by Commissioner Watkins, that the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission adopt the minutes, as presented, of its Meeting held on June 11, 2012. Motion passed. 
Yeas: Ferrara, Griggs, Watkins  and Williams Nays:  None   Absent:  Boihem 
TREASURER’S REPORT:
Treasurer Lucas Watkins presented the Financial Statements for the period ending June 30, 2012. He reported that the total revenues were $ 31,590.37 and the total expenses were $ 73,610.40, leaving a negative net income of $42,020.03.  The increased expenditures were due to the insurance premium and professional contract expenses incurred from ongoing port priority engineering services in reference to the Bulkhead project.

It was moved by Commissioner Williams and seconded by Commissioner Griggs that the Commission approve the financials, as presented, for the month ending June 30, 2012.  Motion  passed.  Yeas:  Ferrara, Griggs, Watkins and

Williams   Nays:  None    Absent:  Don Boihem
OLD BUSINESS:

1.  DOTD - Port Priority State Project: SPN 578-53-0012 (321)

     b) Bulkhead Project Update 

Port Director Patrick Dufresne gave an update pertaining to the Bulkhead design plans.  He reported that there had been a slight delay in the projected plans due to the dirt/backfill materials research.  Commissioner Watkins shared some input with the Commissioners on his on-site port visit and meeting with the port director and the project engineer.  Issues discussed were re-engineering building plans, land evaluations, pile construction, sheet pile construction and existing dock area.  Wm. Evans, project engineer, was not able to attend the meeting to present his latest report on the bulkhead project.  The Commissioners were informed that the final design plans are expected to be completed this week and then submitted to the Department of Transportation for review and approval.  An electronic copy of the Bulkhead final design plans and specifications will be presented to the Commission and DOTD for review and approval. In concluding, the port director felt confident that an official resolution will be introduced at the August 14, 2012 meeting, stating that all parties are ready to proceed with the listing of the project for bid proposals. The time frame for completion according to URS’ engineer would be approximately 90 days, pending weather conditions and this project would not interfere with existing activity at the port terminal. 
   2.   Water Well Testing Update 

From a previous meeting and discussion held in June, the Commission was informed by its port director that a letter was forwarded June 18, 2012, to Purus Industries, as an official notice, that the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission will discontinue all reimbursements to Purus Industries for trucked-in potable water to the Port effective June 30, 2012.  In addition, a request was made asking that they send the Commission specification and documentation associated with the new water filtration system required by their product manufacturing operations for informational purposes and the Port’s review and file.  The correspondence also requested that the information and documentation be received prior to this meeting on July 9, 2012 as to what type of filter and cost estimates through their research.  No data was received as of this date in response to our correspondence sent to Purus by e-mail and by U.S. mail. 
 3.  Invoice Payment Approval 
Treasurer Watkins presented the following invoice for the Commissioners’ review and payment approval.
         a) CAT Trucking Inv. Tkt. No. 1076 (dirt @ port) Amt. $1,152.00

         b) Capital One- June Statement Amt. $210.54
         c)  Tangipahoa Parish Government- (Grass Cutting) Inv.1  Amt. $250.00
         d) Tangipahoa Parish Government- (Grass Cutting) Inv.2  Amt. $250.00

         e) Capital City Press- Inv.T09466475806- Ad –Official Journal $8.68

         f) Southeastern Overhead Door, Inc.  Inv.  81236 Amt. $540.00
        g) All Season Lawn Care – Inv. 1268- Amt. $400.00

        h) M & R. Resources- Inv.#1032 (Sump Pump Install) Amt. $587.77

        i) Cashe Coudrain & Sandage – Inv. 90320 Amt. $245.00 and Inv. 90321 Amt. $122.50
It was moved by Commissioner Williams, seconded by Commissioner Griggs, that the Commission approve payment

on the invoices presented by the Treasurer.  Motion passed.  Roll call vote 4 Yeas: Ferrara, Griggs, Watkins,  and Williams; Nays: 0  1 Absent: Boihem 
4. Prospective Tenant (s) Update
The port director discussed a previous 2011 October trip to Memphis for the Port of New Orleans and Port of Memphis Ports Night event that he, Commissioner Griggs and Watkins attended to discuss various projects with CN and the Port of New Orleans for potential prospects looking for a container distribution location.  Since that trip and through dialogue with CN intermodal clientele, the research remains on-going for shipping cargo for companies that involve large volumes of commodities that can be transloaded into containers and stored at the Port site. Other matters discussed pertaining to potential prospects were the following:  Grain/Animal Feed Products, Port Priority Port Improvements and basic infrastructure, equipment for cargo transloading, increase of volume utilization, logging/wood chips product storage at stevedore of record, conveyor system for handling certain bulk commodities, Panama Canal expansion, review and revision of Master Plan, petroleum products shipments by barge, water draft issues, rock jetty project for Tangipahoa Parish, future Tiger 5 grant application, Enterprise Zone incentives and continuation of ongoing opportunities for future port growth. 
Stacey Neal, Executive Director of Economic Development, with Tangipahoa Parish Government gave a brief summary on the Tangipahoa Parish Enterprise Zone Program offered to new companies in regards to various tax incentives:  sales tax credit, job creation, one-time tax credit of $2,500 for each new employee added to payroll, local and state tax exemption benefits, Foreign Trade Zone and criteria needed for assisting major companies or manufacturers wanting to locate in the parish or state.  The Commission thanked Ms. Neal for her support, interest and for providing some informative information and look forward to working with her and T.E.D.F. staff  in regards to future economic endeavors.
5.  U.S. Dept of Transportation –T.I.G.E.R. Grant Application

      a)  Status on Round 4
The port director announced that since last meeting the STPPC was not successful with the Tiger Grant Round 4 for funding under the 2011 Transportation Infrastructure Generating Economic Recovery Program. No awards were given in the state of Louisiana in Round 4. The closest sight receiving funding was in Brownfield, Texas for the rural distressed designation.  The application data submitted can be re-submitted in Round 5, once a date is known for application submittals. The Commission expressed its appreciation for the support shown from its local, state and federal legislative delegation for their interest and assistance in applying for all grant programs
6.  Davie Shoring Invoice Update- Review and Action concerning a claim against Davie Shoring for money
      due.          
* Executive Session pursuant to LSA RS 42:17 (A) 2 may be required to discuss prospective litigation.

 Item was tabled.  There was no need to go into an executive session at this time.  
7.  ODEBRECHT Barge Storage Agreement
The agreement with Odebrecht Construction Company for barge storage at the Port site expired June 30, 2012 and there were no occurrences that required bringing barges to the site.  If Odebrecht chooses to enter into another agreement throughout the balance of hurricane season, a representative will contact the Port in order to sign an agreement extension.
NEW BUSINESS:

1.  Official Journal- RFP

       a) Resolution

The port director reported that two submittals were received and reviewed for the purpose of selecting an Official Journal to serve the South Tangipahoa Parish Port Commission for the period beginning July 10, 2012 and ending June 30, 2013.  After reviewing the submittals and based on the RFP criteria, it was recommended that the Commission approve the Daily Star as its official journal of record.  As previously discussed and requested by the Commission a  Notice of Intent was sent to the Advocate, Times Picayune and all Tangipahoa Parish newspapers, as an update, that the Commission would be seeking proposals for an Official Journal of record. 
It was moved by Commissioner Griggs and seconded by Commissioner Williams that the Commission accept the proposal submitted by the Hammond Daily Star to serve as its Official Journal, effective date beginning July 10, 2012 and ending June 30, 2013, at the contractual rates stated in their proposal, meeting all state law requirements of L.A.R.S.43:142 with regards to port related business/public notices.  Motion passed.  Roll call vote: Yeas: Ferrara, Griggs, Watkins  and Williams; Nays:  None   Absent:  Boihem 
2.  Financial Investment Planning/Advisor Service- RFP
        a) Resolution

Executive Director Patrick Dufresne reported that two proposals were received and recommended that this agenda item be tabled until the next meeting for the purpose of reviewing the submitted documents further.

It was moved by Commissioner Williams and seconded by Commissioner Watkins that the Commission approve the agenda item be table until further notice.  Motion passed.  Roll call: Yeas:, Griggs, Watkins  and Williams; Nays:  None  Abstain: Ferrara    Absent:  Boihem 
Remarks: 

Executive Director Patrick Dufresne reported that the Commission will have a booth at the Ponchatoula Chamber Business Expo on Tuesday, August 15, 2012 at 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
There being no further business, it was moved by Commissioner Williams and seconded by Commissioner Griggs that the meeting be adjourned.  Motion passed. Yeas: Ferrara, Griggs, Watkins  and Williams; Nays:  None  Absent:  Boihem 
The meeting was adjourned at 12:45 p.m.
                                                                               ____________________________
                                                                        Don Boihem, Secretary STPPC
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