PROCEEDINGS OF A REGULAR MEETING OF

THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF

THE MORGAN CITY HARBOR AND TERMINAL DISTRICT

June 11, 2012

The Board of Commissioners (“Board”) of the Morgan City Harbor and Terminal District (“District”) met in regular session at the District’s office at 800 Youngs Road, Morgan City, Louisiana on June 11, 2012 at 5:00 p.m. President Jerry Gauthier convened the meeting with Commissioners Joseph Foret, R. Scott Melancon, Duane Lodrigue, William Pecoraro in attendance.  Joe Jones, Gregory Aucoin, Thomas Ackel, and Deborah Garber were absent.

Also present at the meeting were Jerry Hoffpauir, Executive Director; Cindy Cutrera, Manager of Economic Development; Tori Henry, Administrative Assistant; Gerard Bourgeois, Board Attorney; Commander Blake Welborn and Chief Mark Emerson, United States Coast Guard (USCG); Mike Lowe and Brad Inman, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District; Clay Braud, GSE Associates, LLC; April Dykes, Weston Solutions; Michael Knobloch, Knobloch Professional Services; Nick Cox and Maarten Kluijver of Moffatt & Nichol; Bill Stiles, Congressman Jeff Landry’s office, along with members of the media and general public.

It was moved by Mr. Pecoraro and seconded by Mr. Melancon that the minutes of the Regular Meeting of May 14, 2012 be approved and adopted. Motion carried unanimously.  

Bill Stiles reported that:  (i) Energy and Appropriations Bill passed the House last week approving over 1 billion dollars in dredging funds, which was the largest Appropriation ever; (ii) Congressman Landry is co-sponsoring the Harbor Fairness Act which requires the Corps of Engineers to consider economic value in addition to raw tonnage; (iii) an amendment was added to the Energy and Appropriations Bill preventing the Corps of Engineers from using any funding to implement the Modified Charleston Method for determining the amount of mitigation necessary for areas classified as wetlands.  The amendment has passed the House and is making its way through the Senate with both Senator Vitter and Landrieu’s support.

In Mrs. Garber’s absence, Mr. Hoffpauir presented the financials for approval.  It was moved by Mr. Foret and seconded by Mr. Lodrigue that the report of receipts and disbursements for the month of May, 2012 be received and accepted and that all invoices presented to the Board for the month of May, 2012 be paid.  Motion carried unanimously.  Mr. Bourgeois presented Ordinance No. 50 for adoption of the 2012 millage, which provides the adjusted millage rate of 4.49 mills.  It was moved by Mr. Pecoraro and seconded by Mr. Melancon that Ordinance No. 50, providing a rate of 4.49 mills, be adopted.  Motion carried unanimously.
ORDINANCE NO. 50tc "ORDINANCE NO. 39"
An Ordinance levying and imposing a tax on all the property subject to taxation in the Morgan City Harbor and Terminal District, State of Louisiana, for the year 2012 for the purpose of paying the administrative, operative and maintenance expenses of the Board in said District.

SECTION 1, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Board of Commissioners of the Morgan City Harbor and Terminal District, a political subdivision of the State of Louisiana, acting as the governing authority of said Harbor and Terminal District; in regular session convened, that under and by virtue of the Authority of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950 LSA-R.S. 34:329, as amended and Art. 7, Sec. 23 of the Louisiana Constitution of 1974, that the following millage(s) are hereby levied on the 2012 tax roll on all property subject to taxation by the Morgan City Harbor and Terminal District:   








MILLAGE

administrative, operative, and maintenance expenses



 4.49 mills

(Tax for: e.g. General Alimony, Library, Maintenance)

SECTION 2, BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that the proper administrative officials of the Parish of St. Mary, State of Louisiana, be and they are hereby empowered, authorized, and directed to spread said taxes, as hereinabove set forth, upon the assessment roll of said Parish for the year 2012, and to make the collection of the taxes imposed for and on behalf of the taxing authority, according to law, and that the taxes herein levied shall become a permanent lien and privilege on all property subject to taxation as herein set forth, and collection thereof shall be enforceable in the manner provided by law.

SECTION 3, BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that all Ordinance or parts of Ordinance in conflict herewith be and the same are hereby repealed, and this Ordinance shall take effect upon its adoption, the public welfare so demanding.


The foregoing Ordinance was read in full, the roll was called on the adoption thereof, and the Ordinance was adopted by the following votes:

YEAS:  Jerry Gauthier, Duane Lodrigue, Joseph Foret, R. Scott Melancon, William Pecoraro

NAYS:  none

ABSTAINED:  none

ABSENT:   Gregory Aucoin, Deborah Garber, Thomas Ackel, Joe Jones

Cindy Cutrera reported:  (i) on several waterway statistics within the Bayou Chene; including a total of 179 unique vessels transited the proposed project area a total of 463 times, averaging 10 vessels per day,  127 of these vessels which transited a total of 374 times through the proposed project area are operated by companies based in St. Mary, Terrebonne, Lafourche and Assumption/St. Martin Parishes, and various points of origin with parishes noted included inland oil and gas exploration and production areas, facilities on Bayou Black in Gibson, Shell, Bayou Black, drydocks & shipyards, fabrication yards, scrapyards, various oil and gas service facilities, load out facilities, and docks.  (ii) She attended the Bayou Industrial Group’s Luncheon with Jerome Zerangue (CPRA) as guest speaker.  Mr. Zerangue reported that of the $618 million spent (on what?), the impact on Louisiana jobs was about 8900 and future investments of $400 - $750 million, will have an impact on Louisiana jobs between 5500 – 10,300 jobs.

April Dykes reported:  (i) substantial completion of the boat ramp should be Friday with installation of the gangway sometime this week as well; (ii) lighting will be installed within the next 2 weeks, completing the project.  Mr. Hoffpauir pointed out the pictures on the screen showing the “fill” that will be moved to the boat launch area, providing more parking area than originally planned.

Mike Lowe reported:  (i) the contract for the Bar was awarded to Great Lakes Dredging in the amount of $10,753,750 with a notice to proceed issued May 31st and pre-construction meeting scheduled June 14th; (ii) the  contract for the Berwick Bay area was awarded to Weeks Marine, Inc. in the amount of $4,859,070; (iii) bid opening for Atchafalaya Bay is scheduled for July.


Brad Inman reported:  (i) Field work for surveys and borings of Crewboat Cut have been completed and the associated soil reports, etc are expected to be complete by the end of June; (ii) a Project Partnership Agreement will be required in lieu of an amendment to the existing Act of Assurances, which is in review by HQUSAE and once approved, will be forwarded to the Port for review and comments; (iii) ERDC prepared a draft report documenting the results of the demonstration project, with USACE attending several meetings with the Port and Moffatt and Nichol to discuss opportunities for potential FY12 and FY13 efforts on the Bar Channel.  
Maarten Kluijver reported that: (i) once the channel has been dredged and cleared, monitoring of shoaling and the timeframe it builds will be documented through an intense survey plan; (ii) after Thursday’s meeting with COE, you will have a better idea of the sequence and timing of the project.  Nick Cox presented an aerial outlining the two Deltas1 as well as from Calumet to Amelia and from Morgan City South to the lighthouse.  
Clay Breaud reported that:  (i) the contractor should have the parking lot project completed by next week with only bumper installation and striping on the side of the building where the canopy is being installed, along with completion of the canopy.  He presented the board with payment application 5 in the amount of $41,163.28, which was submitted by LA Contracting and certified by GSE/Providence Engineering.  Mr. Melancon moved to authorize payment to LA Contracting in the amount of $41,163.28, which was seconded by Mr. Foret and carried unanimously.  (ii) HVAC construction contracts will be signed tonight and recorded tomorrow, followed by a Notice to Proceed.

Philip Chauvin presented Youngswood Site Development Payment Application 13 in the amount of $177,508.27, which was submitted by Dolphin Services, LLC and certified by T. Baker Smith.  Mr. Lodrigue moved to authorize payment to Dolphin Services, LLC in the amount of $177,508.27, which was seconded by Pecoraro and carried unanimously.  He also reported:  (i) the 45 day clear lien period has expired and Dolphin Services, LLC has received the clear lien certificate from St. Mary Parish Courthouse; (ii) he needs to submit O&M manuals to DOTD in order to close out the project.

Michael Knobloch reported that:  (i) he met with several agencies regarding the foreign trade zone ; (ii) we were granted a one year extension for 2009 Port Security Grant in which will allow time to submit all environmental and historical certification forms; (iii) he and Mr. Hoffpauir met with Dr. Ramachandran of Nichols State University regarding their UAV’s and possible needs the port may have for them in the near future for port security issues, coastal wetlands, etc.

Mr. Hoffpauir presented:  (i) a letter of no objection on behalf of Town of Berwick for wharf improvements, which was moved by Mr. Lodrigue, seconded by Mr. Melancon and carried unanimously.  (ii) Repair report from H&E on the Cherry Picker in the amount of $9,579.70.  Mr. Foret moved to authorize Mr. Hoffpauir to spend no more than $12,500 on repairs, which was seconded by Mr. Melancon and carried unanimously.  (iii) Boat ramp payment applications 3 & 4 in the amounts of $65,310.04 and $94,396.59, which were submitted by Gray Construction and certified by Weston Solutions.  Mr. Pecoraro moved to authorize payment to Gray Construction in the amounts of $65,310.04 and $94,396.59, which was seconded by Mr. Foret and carried unanimously.

With there being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned.

Attest:
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Thomas M. Ackel, Secretary 
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