PROCEEDINGS OF A REGULAR MEETING OF

THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF

THE MORGAN CITY HARBOR AND TERMINAL DISTRICT

December 9, 2013
The Board of Commissioners (“Board”) of the Morgan City Harbor and Terminal District (“District”) met in regular session at the District’s office at 800 Youngs Road, Morgan City, Louisiana on December 9, 2013 at 5:00 p.m. President Jerry Gauthier convened the meeting with Commissioners Gregory Aucoin, Deborah Garber, Duane Lodrigue, R. Scott Melancon, William Pecoraro, Joseph Foret, Tim Matthews, Sr. and Thomas Ackel in attendance.  Also present at the meeting were Raymond Wade, Executive Director; Cindy Cutrera, Manager of Economic Development; Tori Henry, Administrative Assistant; Gerard Bourgeois, Board Attorney; Captain David McClellan, Commander Blake Welborn and Chief Mark Emerson, United States Coast Guard (USCG); Mike Lowe, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District (“Corps”); Michael Knobloch, Knobloch Professional Services; Maarten Kluijver and Jonathan Hird, Moffatt & Nichol; Clay Breaud, GSE/Providence Engineering; along with members of the media and general public.
The meeting was called to order and the presence of a quorum was noted.  Mr. Gauthier led the invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  

Mr. Aucoin swore in Joseph Cain as the newest member of the Morgan City Harbor & Terminal District’s board, who was welcomed by Mr. Gauthier and the Board. 
It was moved by Mr. Lodrigue and seconded by Mr. Ackel that the minutes of the Special Meeting of November 18, 2013 be approved and adopted. Motion carried unanimously.  
It was moved by Mrs. Garber that the report of receipts and disbursements for the month of November, 2013 be received and accepted and that all invoices presented to the Board for the month of November, 2013 be paid.  Mrs. Garber noted a check to FEMA for monies not used from the Port Security Grant.  Mr. Foret seconded that motion, which carried unanimously.  
Captain McClellan reported that there were almost 6,000 transits for the month of October, averaging 185 per day.
Mike Lowe reported that:  (i) there has been a great bit of progress on the rock placement in Crew Boat Cut, which is ahead of schedule; (ii) plans and specs for dredging of Crew Boat Cut are being developed and will hopefully be advertised in March.
Jonathan Hird reported that the meeting in Vicksburg went very well and he thanked Mike Lowe for his help choreographing the presentation to the Division expressing the need to borrow the side caster dredge from the Wilmington District.  A follow up meeting with Chris Accardo will be held on December 19th to discuss the O&M budget and funding this effort.
Mike Knobloch reported that we are still waiting for the Grant Adjustment Notice (GAN) on the FY2010 Port Security Grant, which we should receive next week.    Mr. Pecoraro moved to authorize Mr. Gauthier to execute the contract with Metal Shark for the 32’ Defiant vessel, which meets all guidelines for the federal procurement.  Mr. Matthews seconded that motion, which carried unanimously, while Mr. Melancon abstained from voting.
RESOLUTION


A Resolution approving contract for a 32’ Defiant Boat for the Morgan City Harbor and Terminal District’s FY 2010 Port Security Grant Program.


BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of the Morgan City Harbor and Terminal District (“District”), in regular session assembled on this 9th day of December, 2013 that it does hereby approve the purchase and contract for one 32’ Defiant Boat from Gravois Aluminum Boats, LLC dba Metal Shark Aluminum Boats and related equipment in the amount of $358,843.74, and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Jerry A. Gauthier be and is hereby authorized and directed to do any and all acts and things on behalf and in the name of the District that he deems necessary, proper, or that may be required in regards to such Metal Shark Aluminum Boat, equipment and related Port Security Grant Program.
Clay Breaud reported the wetland delineation has been completed and now the permit application will need to be submitted to Corps of Engineers and Zoning application to City of Morgan City.  Mr. Wade asked Mr. Breaud to move forward with submitting these applications.
Mr. Wade reported that:  (i) the Baker Hughes lease has been signed but we have not received it yet; (ii) he met with Senator Vitter, Colonel Hansen and a large group of stakeholders this morning to discuss the importance of our waterways.  Mr. Gauthier noted Senator Vitter had done his homework and summarized our issues, which also included the tonnage issue.  Mr. Wade thanked Cindy Cutrera for working to set-up this meeting on short notice.  (iii) He, along with Moffatt & Nichol will meet with Chris Accardo and Mike Lowe on the 19th to get pricing on the side caster dredge hammered out as well as budget figures.
Mr. Bourgeois requested that Mr. Gautier be authorized to execute Right of Entry Requests from U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the normal land owner agreements.  Mr. Foret moved to approve the following resolution to authorize Mr. Gauthier to execute Right of Entry requests and normal land owner agreements, which was seconded by Mr. Ackel and carried unanimously.

RESOLUTION

A resolution authorizing the Morgan City Harbor and Terminal District (“District”) to grant to the United States the rights of entry (ROEs) for disposal easements for the Atchafalaya River and Bayous Chene, Boeuf, and Black Navigation Project.
BE IT RESOLVED, that Jerry A. Gauthier, President, be authorized and directed to grant on behalf of the Morgan City Harbor and Terminal District (“District”) in favor of the United States Corps of Engineers(“Corps”), their representatives, agents and contractors, to construct, operate and maintain a dredged material disposal areas, including the full right of ingress and egress; to construct dikes; to deposit dredged, excavated and sediment material thereon; to accomplish any alterations of contours on said land for the purpose of accommodating the deposit of dredged material as necessary in connection with the construction, improvement, maintenance and operation of the Atchafalaya River and Bayou Chene, Boeuf and Black, Louisiana Project, as authorized by the Act of Congress approved 13 August 1968 (Public Law 90-483), and to execute all corresponding agreements with landowners concerning Corps designated Disposal Areas I, G, 1, 2, 3, 5, 5a, 6 and open water north of 5a in Avoca Lake and transfer of the same to the Corps.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, Jerry A. Gauthier, President, be authorized and directed to do any and all act and things necessary, proper, or that may be required to carry out and accomplish the transactions contemplated with regards to the above mentioned tracts.

Mr. Ackel nominated the current officers of the Board of Commissioners, namely, Jerry Gauthier, President; Deborah Garber, Treasurer; and Thomas Ackel, Secretary, for re-election to their posts for an additional year term and nominated Duane Lodrigue as Vice President, to replace Mr. Aucoin.  With no further nominations offered, it was moved by Mr. Ackel, and seconded by Mr. Melancon that the nominations for the election of officers to the Board of Commissioners be accepted. Motion carried unanimously.

With there being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned.
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