STATE LICENSING BOARD FOR CONTRACTORS

RESIDENTIAL BUILDING COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

March 6, 2013
The regular monthly meeting of the Residential Building Committee was called to order by the Chairman at 9:30 a.m. in Conference Room of the Board’s offices, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  

Members of the Committee present:

Lloyd “Chip” Badeaux, Chairman  







Lee Mallett, Vice Chairman






William “Billy” Ward, Jr. 

Dana Dugas and Karon “Kay” Gibson - absent

There being a quorum present, the regular order of business was called.

Also attending the meeting were:  Michael McDuff, Executive Director, Judy Dupuy, Board Administrator; Judge Darrell White, Retired, Hearing Officer; John Andrishok, Board Attorney; and from the staff, Bobbie Hughes, Elaine Riggins, Monica Webster, Leann Evans, John Dixon, Kellie Prudhomme, Nathan Rawls and Sharon Fabre; Compliance Investigators, Carl Bourque, Marianne Sullivan, Brent Templet, and Kara Kearney, recording the Minutes.

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mr. Ward. 
Judge Darrell White gave the invocation.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Ward and seconded by Mr. Mallett to accept the Minutes of the February 6, 2013 Residential Building Committee Meeting. The Motion passed. 

Mr. McDuff introduced James Henry with the Louisiana Department of Insurance and Jeanie Dodd with the Louisiana Homebuilders Association.  
NEW BUSINESS 
C.
INSURANCE HEARING(S):

1. a)  
Home Improvement Worker’s Compensation – Consideration of an alleged violation by the following State registered home improvement contractors for failure to maintain a current certificate of insurance on file with the Board for worker’s compensation coverage.  Rules and Regulations of the Board Sec. 1503(D).

El Presidente Builders

G.P. Construction Co., Inc.

Harold Dotson

Ragusa Contractors, LLC – Removed from agenda
Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present for El Presidente Builders, G.P. Construction Co., Inc. or Harold Dotson. Elaine Riggings and Monica Webster, LSLBC applications, were called to the stand and sworn in. Ms. Webster gave a statement. A Motion was made by Mr. Ward and seconded by Mr. Mallett to find El Presidente Builders, G.P. Construction Co., Inc. and Harold Dotson  to be in violation and fine them the maximum fine, issue a cease and desist order and suspension. The Motion passed.

A Motion was made by Mr. Ward and seconded by Mr. Mallett to reconsider the penalty for G.P. Construction Co., Inc. after a representative arrived. The Motion passed. Gean and Nicole Page were present and sworn in. Ms. Page gave a statement. A Motion was made by Mr. Ward and seconded by Mr. Mallett to allow G.P. Construction Co., Inc. 30 days to apply for continuance coverage. The Motion passed.
b)
Home Improvement General Liability - Consideration of an alleged violation by the following State registered home improvement contractors for failure to maintain a current certificate of insurance on file with the Board for general liability coverage. Rules and Regulations of the Board Sec. 1503(D).



Southern Pride Roofing and Construction, LLC
Nobel Construction – Removed from agenda
Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present for Southern Pride Roofing and Construction, LLC. Ms. Webster gave a statement. A Motion was made by Mr. Ward and seconded by Mr. Mallett to fine Southern Pride Roofing and Construction, LLC administrative costs, issue a cease and desist order and suspension unless they comply. The Motion passed. 
2. a)
Residential Building Worker’s Compensation – Consideration   of an alleged violation by the following State licensed residential building contractors for failure to maintain a current certificate of insurance on file with the Board for worker’s compensation coverage.  Rules and Regulations of the Board Sec. 1503(D).

Baugher Construction, Inc., Handy Realtors, Inc., Leblanc Sewage & Plumbing, LLC, Pinnacle Builders, Inc., Ronald Wayne Patten, and Reroof American Corporation were removed from the agenda. 
Spicer Construction, Inc.

Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Nathan Spicer was present for Spicer Construction, Inc. and sworn in. Mr. Spicer gave a statement. A Motion was made by Mr. Ward and seconded by Mr. Mallett to give Spicer Construction, Inc. 30 days to report proper insurance documentation. The Motion passed.

Tangi Builders, LLC
Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present for Tangi Builders, LLC. Ms. Webster gave a statement. A Motion was made by Mr. Ward and seconded by Mr. Mallett to find Tangi Builders, LLC to be in violation and to fine them $500 in administrative costs, issue a cease and desist order and suspension unless they comply. The Motion passed.
b) Residential Building General Liability – This item was removed from the agenda.
D.   REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION(S):

1. REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION by Plan Builders, LLC, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, to rescind the civil penalty and the revocation of its Louisiana State Residential Building License #880474 for failure to provide proof by certificate of current general liability and worker’s compensation insurance coverage.  Rules and Regulations of the Board Sec. 1503(D).
Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present. Ms. Riggins gave a statement. A Motion was made by Mr. Ward and seconded by Mr. Mallett to deny Plan Builders, LLC’s request for reconsideration. The Motion passed.
E.
COMPLIANCE HEARING(S):

1. CLIFFORD YOUNG D/B/A ARK-LA-TEX PAVING, Texarkana, Texas - La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1) /  La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(2).
This matter was continued. 

2. ADVANCED CLEANING BY JACK, INC. D/B/A SERVPRO OF LAKE CHARLES, Lake Charles, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1).
Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations regarding 1262 Main Street, LaPlace, LA. Owner Jack Drouilhet, employee Scott Culton and attorney Kevin Koenig were present. Mr. Koenig presented a settlement offer for Advanced Cleaning by Jack, Inc. of a no contest plea, $500 in administrative cost and an agreement to get a home improvement registration within 60 days. A Motion was made by Mr. Ward and seconded by Mr. Mallett to accept the settlement offer. The Motion passed.

3. JAMES HANKINS D/B/A RESTORATION & BUILDING SYSTEMS, Sulphur Springs, Texas - La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1).
Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. James Hankins was present and sworn in. Mr. Hankins entered a no contest plea. A Motion was made by Mr. Mallett and seconded by Mr. Ward to accept the plea. The Motion passed. Mr. Hankins gave a statement. A Motion was made by Mr. Mallett and seconded by Mr. Ward to fine James Hankins d/b/a Restoration & Building Systems $500 plus $500 in administrative costs, which is to be reduced to administrative costs only if Mr. Hankins receives a home improvement registration within 60 days. The Motion passed.*
*This action was not approved at the Commercial Board Meeting on March 21, 2013, and was remanded back to the Residential Committee for a rehearing.
4. HARRY WYNKOOP D/B/A ALL ABOUT BUILDING INC. AND/OR TRI-SQUARE CONSTRUCTION INC. Avalon, Pennsylvania - La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1) / La. R.S. 37:2175.3(A)(8).
Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Harry Wynkoop was present and sworn in. Mr. Wynkoop entered a no contest plea. A Motion was made by Mr. Ward and seconded by Mr. Mallett to accept the plea. The Motion passed. Mr. Wynkoop gave a statement and submitted a document, which was filed and admitted into evidence. Mr. Hankins was called back to the stand for questioning. Marianne Sullivan, compliance director, was called to the stand for questioning and sworn in. Ms. Sullivan gave a statement. The matter was recessed until the end of the meeting. A Motion was made by Mr. Ward and seconded by Mr. Mallett to continue the matter at the next meeting so that all parties could be present. The Motion passed.

5. GLEN ORRETT, Metairie, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1).
Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Owner Glen Orrett and Stacey Orrett were present and sworn in. Mr. Orrett entered a no contest plea. A Motion was made by Mr. Mallett and seconded by Mr. Ward to accept the plea. The Motion passed. Mr. and Mrs. Orrett each gave a statement. A Motion was made by Mr. Mallett and seconded by Mr. Ward to assess no penalty if Glen Orrett received a home improvement registration. The Motion passed.
6. ROBERT ROBISON D/B/A R&R INDUSTRIES, Killeen, Texas - La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1).
This matter was continued.

7. JUSTIN SMITH D/B/A AAA PAVING, Breaux Bridge, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1).
Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Owner Justin Smith and his father, Edward Smith, were present and sworn in. Mr. J. Smith entered a no contest plea. A Motion was made by Mr. Mallet and seconded by Mr. Ward to accept the plea. The Motion passed. Mr. J. Smith gave a statement. A Motion was made by Mr. Mallett and seconded by Mr. Ward to fine Justin Smith d/b/a AAA Paving $500 plus administrative costs unless he gets a home improvement registration within 60 days, in which case his fine would be administrative costs only. The Motion passed.
8. WHEELERS TILE CONSTRUCTION, INC., New Orleans, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1).
Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Lester Wheeler, owner, was present and sworn in. Mr. Wheeler entered a no contest plea. A Motion was made by Mr. Ward and seconded by Mr. Mallett to accept the plea. The Motion passed. Mr. Wheeler gave a statement. Mr. Andrishok brought to the board’s attention the fact that Mr. Wheeler owes $19,000+ in fines to the board and has had a cease and desist order in place since 2008. Mr. Wheeler turned in documents, which were filed and admitted. A case view screen was filed and admitted into evidence. A Motion was made by Mr. Ward and seconded by Mr. Mallett to issue a cease and desist order and fine Wheeler’s Tile Construction, Inc. $10,500 plus administrative costs, in addition to the original fines of $19,025, unless Mr. Wheeler obtains a home improvement registration within 60 days, in which his fine would be reduced to $3,000 plus administrative costs and both matters will be cleared. The Motion passed.
9. KURTIS KELLY, Temple Terrace, Florida - La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1).
Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present. Leann Evans, investigator, was called to the stand and sworn in to review the exhibit packet. The exhibit packet was filed and admitted. A Motion was made by Mr. Ward and seconded by Mr. Mallett to find Kurtis Kelly to be in violation and issue the maximum fine and a cease and desist order. The Motion passed.
10. SCOTT THOMAS DEVELOPMENT, Brusly, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2167(A).
Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present. Ms. Hughes read the settlement offer from Scott Thomas Development, which was a no contest plea, $3,500 fine plus administrative costs and an application for a residential license. A Motion was made by Mr. Ward and seconded by Mr. Mallett to accept the settlement offer. The Motion passed.

11. IVEY LUMBER COMPANY, INC., Mansfield, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1).
Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer from Ivey Lumber Company, Inc., which was a no contest plea, $3,511.68 fine plus administrative costs and an application for a residential building license. A Motion was made by Mr. Mallett and seconded by Mr. Ward to accept the settlement offer. The Motion passed.

12. JKB PROPERTIES, LLC, Baton Rouge, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1).
Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer from JKB Properties, LLC, which was a no contest plea, $1,000 fine plus administrative costs and an application for a home improvement registration. A Motion was made by Mr. Ward and seconded by Mr. Mallett to accept the settlement offer. The Motion passed.

13. ROBERT COVEY D/B/A SPARTAN ROOFING AND CONSTRUCTION, Baton Rouge, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2167(A) / La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1).
Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer from Robert Covet d/b/a Spartan Roofing and Construction, which was $2,500 plus administration costs. The company has already obtained a home improvement registration. A Motion was made by Mr. Mallett and seconded by Mr. Ward to accept the settlement offer. The Motion passed.
14. DONNA AND RUSTY LABORDE, West Monroe, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2167(A).
Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer from Donna and Rusty LaBorde, which was $1,000 plus administrative costs and an application for a residential building license. A Motion was made by Mr. Mallett and seconded by Mr. Ward to make a counter offer of a $1,000 fine plus administrative costs, a cease and desist order until licensed and 6 month’s probation once licensed given Donna and Rusty LaBorde obtain a residential building license within 120 days. The Motion passed.
OLD BUSINESS

F. 
COMPLIANCE HEARING/CONTINUANCE(S):

1. MATTHEW GIFFORD, Rogers, Arkansas - La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1).
Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present. Ms. Sullivan was called to the stand to review the exhibit packet. The exhibit packet was filed and admitted. A Motion was made by Mr. Ward and seconded by Mr. Mallett to find Matthew Gifford to be in violation. The Motion passed. A Motion was made by Mr. Ward and seconded by Mr. Mallett to fine Matthew Gifford the maximum fine and issue a cease and desist order. The Motion passed.
2. JENSEN BUILDERS, INC., Metairie, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(9).
Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Lars Jensen and attorney Bruce Shreves were present. Mr. Jensen entered a no contest plea. Mr. Shreves made a statement and presented Mr. Jensen’s settlement offer of $1,200 and no administrative costs. A Motion was made by Mr. Mallett and seconded by Mr. Ward to accept the plea. The Motion passed. A Motion was made by Mr. Mallet and seconded by Mr. Ward to accept the settlement offer made by Jensen Builders, Inc. The Motion passed.
G.
COMPLIANCE/REQUEST FOR REHEARING:

1. VEZY HOME REPAIR, INC., Metairie, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1).
Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Marc Vezy and his attorney Kurt Garcia were present. A Motion was made by Mr. Ward and seconded by Mr. Mallett to grant a rehearing. The Motion passed. Mr. Vezy was sworn in. Mr. Garcia made a statement. A Motion was made by Mr. Ward and seconded by Mr. Mallett to fine Vezy Home Repair, Inc. $1,000 plus administrative costs, and to waive the fine if a home improvement registration is obtained within 60 days. The Motion passed. 
H.    CONSIDERATION OF LICENSURE EXEMPTIONS:

        NEW APPLICATION EXEMPTIONS (Pending all Requirements Being Met)




D&R Properties of CENLA, LLC, 1301 Melrose Street, Pineville, LA  71360


Status:  Application, Residential Building construction


Qualifying Party:  Kevin Joe Gill
A Motion was made by Mr. Ward and seconded by Mr. Mallett to approve the new application exemption for D&R Properties of CENLA, LLC. The Motion passed.
I.
Consideration of new applications for Residential Building Construction License to be approved pending as listed and attached to the agenda. (Page 5)

A Motion was made by Mr. Ward and seconded by Mr. Mallett to approve the new applications for Residential Building Construction License as listed on the agenda. The Motion passed.
J.
Consideration of new applications for Home Improvement Registration as listed and attached to the agenda. (Pages 6-8)
A Motion was made by Mr. Ward and seconded by Mr. Mallett to approve the new applications for Home Improvement Registration as listed on the agenda. The Motion passed.
ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 11:35.  





_______________________________________________________________





Chairman





_______________________________________________________________





Vice Chairman
Residential Committee Meeting  

March 6, 2013

