STATE LICENSING BOARD FOR CONTRACTORS

RESIDENTIAL BUILDING COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

August 7, 2013
The regular monthly meeting of the Residential Building Committee was called to order by the Chairman at 9:30 a.m. in Conference Room of the Board’s offices, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  

Members of the Committee present:

Lloyd “Chip” Badeaux, Chairman  








Lee Mallett, Vice Chairman







Nick Castjohn








Karon “Kay” Gibson

Jodi C. Penn








William “Billy” Ward, Jr. 







Wesley L. “Wes” Wyman, Jr.
There being a quorum present, the regular order of business was called.

Also attending the meeting were:  Michael McDuff, Executive Director, Judy Dupuy, Board Administrator; Judge Darrell White, Retired, Hearing Officer; Jennifer Sims, Board Attorney; and from the staff, Bobbie Hughes, Emma Payne, Elaine Riggins, Monica Webster, John Dixon, Kellie Prudhomme, Nathan Rawls, Tricia Wood, and Sharon Fabre; Compliance Director Marianne Sullivan; all compliance investigators; and Kara Kearney, recording the minutes.

Mr. Wyman led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Judge Darrell White gave the invocation.  

Mr. Ward made a motion to accept the Minutes of the July 9, 2013 Residential Building Committee Meeting, and Mr. Castjohn seconded. The motion passed. 

Mr. McDuff introduced James Henry with Louisiana Law Enforcement and Jeannie Dodd with the Louisiana Homebuilders Association. 
NEW BUSINESS 

C.
INSURANCE HEARING(S):
Residential Building, and Home Improvement; General Liability & Workers’ Compensation – La. R.S. 2150–2192, 2186(B)(6), 2189(A)(7) and Rules and Regulations of the Board Section 1503(D).
Corley’s Construction Solutions, LLC; Eddie D. Beard; Kyle A. Cooper; and Morales, Inc. were removed from the agenda.
Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations and asked if anyone was present for companies listed on the agenda. Jodie Crooks was present on behalf of Crooks Brothers Building and Repair, LLC and sworn in. Ms. Crooks gave a statement and introduced a document, which was filed into evidence. 

No one was present for ACE Deck Building, LLC; Carlos A. Perez; Champs Elevation & Construction, LLC; Charles Rafe Eubanks; Christopher J. Cox; Craig Anthony Berthelot; Doug Selman Builders, LLC; Green Country Rooftops & Restoration, LLC; Guillory Appliance and Transportation, LLC; Jose Rodriguez; Livaudais Electrical & Construction, LLC; Palmer Home Builders LLC; and TPC Group, LLC. Emma Payne and Monica Webster from applications were called to the stand and sworn in for testimony.
Mr. Ward made a motion to find all companies listed to be in violation, and Mr. Wyman seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Ward made a motion to suspend the license of all companies listed until properly insured and fine $500 plus administrative costs, with the exception of Crooks Brothers Building and Repair, LLC. Mr. Wyman seconded, and the motion passed.
D.
COMPLIANCE HEARING(S):

1. The Olympic Group, LLC, Metairie, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(9).
This matter was continued.
2. The Home Improvement Group of Louisiana, LLC, New Orleans, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(9).
Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Owner George Temple was present and sworn in. Mr. Temple entered a denial plea. Investigator Leann Evans was called to the stand and sworn in for review of the exhibits. The exhibit packet was filed and admitted into evidence. Mr. Temple made statements regarding each project and submitted additional documents for evidence, which were filed and admitted. Ms. Gibson made a motion to find The Home Improvement Group of Louisiana, LLC to be in violation, and Ms. Penn seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Ward made a motion to issue a 60-day suspension and cease and desist order with the exception of satisfying the homeowners, fine $2,000 plus administrative costs, reduced to administrative costs only if the homeowners are satisfied, and probation after the 60-day suspension. Ms. Penn seconded, and the motion passed.
3. Ralph Whitley Builders, LLC, Bossier City, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2167(A). 
Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Ralph Whitley was present and sworn in. Mr. Whitley entered a no contest plea. Ms. Gibson made a motion to accept the plea, and Mr. Castjohn seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Whitley gave a statement and submitted documents. Mr. Wyman made a motion to dismiss the matter if Mr. Whitley can produce insurance documents showing no lapse within 30 days, and Ms. Gibson seconded. The motion passed.
4. TPC Group, LLC, Arabi, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2167(A).
Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present for TPC Group, LLC. Investigator Charmel Peterson was called to the stand and sworn in for review of the exhibits. The exhibits were filed and admitted into evidence. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to find TPC Group, LLC to be in violation, and Mr. Wyman seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to fine TPC Group, LLC the maximum fine plus administrative costs and issue a cease and desist order, and Mr. Ward seconded. The motion passed.
5. Brandi S. Bunch, Ethel, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2167(A). 
Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Brandi and Chip Bunch were present and sworn in. Ms. Bunch entered a no contest plea. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to accept the plea, and Ms. Penn seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Bunch gave a statement. Ms. Gibson made a motion to fine Brandi S. Bunch $250 only, issue a cease and desist order until licensed. Mr. Ward seconded, and the motion passed. 
6. George Turner, Ethel, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2167(A).
Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. George Turner and attorney Kristy Griffin were present. Mr. Turner was sworn in and entered a no contest plea. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to accept the plea, and Ms. Gibson seconded. The motion passed. Ms. Griffin gave a statement. Mr. Ward made a motion to fine George Turner $250 plus administrative cost, and Ms. Gibson seconded. The motion passed.
7. Charles Beaudion d/b/a Allied Roofing and Remodeling, Natchitoches, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1). 
Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Charles Beaudion was present and sworn in. Mr. Beaudion entered a no contest plea. Mr. Ward made a motion to accept the plea, and Mr. Castjohn seconded. Mr. Beaudion gave a statement. Mr. Ward made a motion to fine Charles Beaudion d/b/a Allied Roofing and Remodeling $500 plus administrative cost and waive the fine if licensed within 60 days. Mr. Castjohn seconded, and the motion passed.
8. David Rayborn d/b/a Rayborn Roofing, Gretna, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1). 
Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present on behalf of David Rayborn d/b/a Rayborn Roofing. Investigator Jessie Wells was called to the stand and sworn in for review of the exhibits. The exhibit packet was filed and admitted into evidence. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to find David Rayborn d/b/a Rayborn Roofing to be in violation, and Ms. Gibson seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to fine David Rayborn d/b/a Rayborn Roofing the maximum fine plus administrative costs and issue a cease and desist order. Ms. Penn seconded, and the motion passed.

9. Reliable Renovations Holding Company, LLC, Marrero, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1) / La. R.S. 37:2175.3(A)(8). 
Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Robert Benvenuti was present on behalf of Reliable Renovations Holding Company, LLC and sworn in. Mr. Benvenuti entered a no contest plea. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to accept the plea, and Ms. Penn seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Benvenuti gave a statement. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to fine Reliable Renovations Holding Company, LLC $7,500 plus administrative costs, reduced to $2,500 plus administrative costs if licensed within 60 days and satisfied the homeowner. Mr. Ward seconded and the motion passed.
10. Property Enhancements of LA, LLC, Covington, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1).
This matter was continued.
11. Shawn Breaux, Breaux Bridge, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1).
Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Shawn Breaux was sworn in and entered a no contest plea. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to accept the plea, and Ms. Gibson seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Breaux gave a statement. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to fine Shawn Breaux $7,500 plus administrative costs, reduced to $2,500 if licensed within 60 days. The motion failed for lack of a second. Ms. Penn made a motion to fine Shawn Breaux $3,500 plus administrative costs, reduced to $1,000 plus administrative costs if licensed within 60 days, and Mr. Ward seconded. The motion passed.
12. Home Solutions Hurricane Protection, Inc., Harahan, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1). 
Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present for Home Solutions Hurricane Protection, Inc. Ms. Evans was called to the stand to review the exhibits. The exhibit packet was filed and admitted into evidence. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to find Home Solutions Hurricane Protection, Inc. to be in violation, and Ms. Gibson seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to fine Home Solutions Hurricane Protection, Inc. the maximum fine plus administrative costs, issue a cease and desist order, and forward the case to the Attorney General and the Louisiana Workforce Commission. Ms. Gibson seconded, and the motion passed.
13. Don Griggs, Denham Springs, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1). 
Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Don Griggs was sworn in and entered a no contest plea. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to accept the plea, and Mr. Wyman seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Griggs gave a statement. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to issue a cease and desist order and fine Don Griggs $1,500 plus administrative costs, reduced to $250 plus administrative costs if licensed within 60 days. Mr. Wyman seconded, and the motion passed.
14. Rodney K. Bynum d/b/a Rodney K. Bynum Paint Contractor, Baton Rouge, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1). 
Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present for Rodney K. Bynum d/b/a Rodney K. Bynum Paint Contractor. Ms. Evans was called to the stand to review the exhibits. The exhibit packet was filed and admitted into evidence. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to find Rodney K. Bynum d/b/a Rodney K. Bynum Paint Contractor to be in violation, and Mr. Ward seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to fine Rodney K. Bynum d/b/a Rodney K. Bynum Paint Contractor the maximum fine plus administrative costs and issue a cease and desist order. Mr. Ward seconded, and the motion passed.
15. Randy Sylvan, LaPlace, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1). 
Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Randy Sylvan was sworn in and entered a plea of admission. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to accept the plea, and Mr. Ward seconded. The motion passed. Homeowners Marvin and Norma Woodleaf were sworn in and made a statement. Mr. Ward made a motion to issue a cease and desist order and fine Randy Sylvan $7,500 plus administrative costs, reduced to $2,000 plus administrative costs if licensed within 60 days. Ms. Penn seconded, and the motion passed. 
16. Harold Lacoste, Jr. d/b/a Lacoste Construction, Magnolia, Mississippi - La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1). 
Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present for Harold Lacoste, Jr. d/b/a Lacoste Construction. Ms. Evans was called to the stand to review the exhibits. The exhibit packet was filed and admitted into evidence. Ms. Penn made a motion to find Harold Lacoste, Jr. d/b/a Lacoste Construction to be in violation, and Mr. Ward seconded. The motion passed. Ms. Penn made a motion to fine Harold Lacoste, Jr. d/b/a Lacoste Construction the maximum fine plus administrative costs. Mr. Ward seconded, and the motion passed.
OLD BUSINESS


E.
COMPLIANCE HEARING/CONTINUANCE(S):

1. Songy and Sons Enterprise, LLC, Denham Springs, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2175.2(E)(3).
Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Christina Elliott, office manager for Songy and Sons Enterprise, LLC, was present and sworn in, however did not have authority from the owner to enter a plea or give testimony. Homeowners Gilbert Delatte, Paula Anderson and Cindy Cochran were present and sworn in. Ms. Elliott asked for a continuance on behalf of Songy and Sons Enterprise, LLC, and the board denied the request. Ms. Evans was called to the stand to review the exhibits. The exhibit packet was filed and admitted into evidence. Each homeowner gave a statement, and Ms. Cochran introduced a judgment, which was filed and admitted into evidence. Ms. Penn made a motion to find Songy and Sons Enterprise, LLC to be in violation, and Mr. Castjohn seconded. The motion passed. Ms. Penn made a motion to fine Songy and Sons Enterprise, LLC the maximum fine plus administrative costs, issue a cease and desist order, revoke the license and forward the case to the Attorney General. Ms. Castjohn seconded, and the motion passed.
2. Ezekiel Hurd d/b/a Hurd Eagle, Inc., DeSoto, Texas - La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1).
This matter was continued.
3. a)
Good-Buys Supply Co. LLC, Many, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2175.2 (E)(3).
Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Mike Tarver was sworn in and presented a settlement offer. Ms. Gibson made a motion to accept the settlement offer, and Mr. Castjohn seconded. The motion passed.

b)
Kays Enterprises, Inc., Zwolle, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1) and La. R.S. 37:2175.3(A)(10).
Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present for Kays Enterprises, Inc. Investigator William Collins was called to the stand and sworn in to review the exhibits. The exhibit packet was filed and admitted into evidence. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to find Kays Enterprises, Inc. to be in violation, and Ms. Gibson seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to fine Kays Enterprises, Inc. the maximum fine plus administrative costs, issue a cease and desist order, and forward the case to the Attorney General and the Louisiana Workforce Commission. Mr. Wyman seconded, and the motion passed. 
 F.     REQUEST FOR RE-HEARING/RECONSIDERATION OF PENALTY:
Marcus David Bonvillain Jr., New Iberia, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(9).
Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Marcus Bonvillain, Jr. was present. Homeowners Erin and Brady Romero and attorney David Lamm were also present. All parties were sworn in. Mr. Ward made a motion to grant the rehearing, and Mr. Castjohn seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Bonvillain entered a no contest plea. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to accept the plea, and Ms. Gibson seconded. The motion passed. Investigator Carl Bourque was called to the stand and sworn in to give a statement regarding the exhibits. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to continue the cease and desist order for 60 days, leave the existing fines in place and asked Mr. Bonvillain to work out issues with the homeowner. Ms. Gibson seconded, and the motion passed.
G. 
  CONSIDERATION OF LICENSURE EXEMPTIONS:

NEW APPLICATION EXEMPTIONS (Pending all Requirements Being Met)

Mr. Ward made a motion to accept the new application exemptions as listed on the agenda, and Mr. Castjohn seconded. The motion passed.
H.
Consideration of new applications for residential building construction license to be approved pending as listed and attached to the agenda. (Pages 6&7)

Ms. Penn made a motion to approve the new applications for residential building construction as listed on the agenda, and Ms. Gibson seconded. The motion passed with an objection by Mr. Ward.
I.
Consideration of new applications for home improvement registration as listed and  attached to the agenda. (Pages 8-11)

Ms. Gibson made a motion to approve the new applications for home improvement registration as listed on the agenda, and Ms. Penn seconded. The motion passed.
ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 1:15 p.m.  




_______________________________________________________________





Chairman





_______________________________________________________________





Vice Chairman
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