STATE LICENSING BOARD FOR CONTRACTORS

RESIDENTIAL BUILDING COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

May 2, 2012

The regular monthly meeting of the Residential Building Committee was called to order by the Vice Chairman at 9:37 a.m. in Conference Room of the Board’s offices, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  

Members of the Committee present: 

Lloyd “Chip” Badeaux, Vice Chairman 








Dana Dugas 








Karon “Kay” Gibson 







Michael Penn








William “Billy” Ward, Jr. 







Ilone “Toni” Wendel
Mr. Victor Weston, Chairman, was absent.  

There being a quorum, the regular order of business was called.

Also attending the meeting were:  Michael McDuff, Executive Director; Judy Dupuy, Board Administrator; Judge Darrell White, Retired, Hearing Officer; Stephanie Laborde, Board Attorney; and from the staff, Brent Templet, Emma Payne, Bobbie Hughes, Kelli Prudhomme, Michele Lemoine, Lori Guthrie, Sharon Fabre; Compliance Investigators, Carl Bourque, William Valentine, Mark Williamson; IT Director, John Dixon; and Keri Dupont, recording the Minutes.

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Ms. Gibson.
Judge White gave the invocation and asked for a moment of silent prayer.  

A.)
A Motion was made by Mr. Dugas and was seconded by Ms. Wendel to accept the Minutes of the April 4, 2012 Residential Building Committee Meeting.  The Motion passed. 

B.) There were no special guests in attendance.  
NEW BUSINESS 

A. COMpliance Hearing(s): 
1. Paul LeBlanc d/b/a LeBlanc Iron Works, Church Point, Louisiana.  La. R.S. 37:2175.2 (A) (1).
Mr. Paul LeBlanc, Owner, and Ms. Jeanelle LeBlanc, an employee, appeared and denied the allegations.  Mr. Darrel Guidry, the Homeowner, appeared and made a statement to the committee.  Ms. Laborde reviewed the exhibit books with Carl Bourque, Compliance Investigator, and introduced them into the record.  Mr. LeBlanc changed his plea to no contest which was accepted by the committee.  A Motion was made to fine Paul LeBlanc d/b/a LeBlanc Iron Works $5000.00 plus court costs.  If a license is obtained within 90 days, the fine will be reduced to $1000.00 plus court costs.  The Motion passed.  

2. Tommy Manchester d/b/a Expert Remodeling, West Monroe, Louisiana.  La. R.S. 37:2175.2 (A) (1).

Ms. Hughes informed the committee that she had received a settlement offer from Tommy 
Manchester d/b/a Expert Remodeling, and presented that offer to the committee.  A Motion 
was made to accept the offer.  The Motion passed.  
3. Rihner Services, LLC, Gretna, Louisiana.  La. R.S.37:2175.2 (A) (1).
Mr. John Rihner, appeared, made a statement to the committee and entered a plea of no contest.  A Motion was made to fine Rihner Services, LLC $1000.00, court costs and a cease and desist.  If a license is obtained within 90 days, the fine will be reduced to $500.00 plus court costs.  The Motion passed.  
4. Mark Stevenson d/b/a REI Home Improvement Co., Alexandria, Louisiana.  La. 37:2175.2 (A) (1).
No representative was present.  Ms. Laborde reviewed the exhibit books with Carl Bourque, Compliance Investigator, and introduced them into the record.  A Motion was made to find Mark Stevenson d/b/a REI Home Improvement Co. in violation and to impose the maximum fine, court costs and a cease and desist.  The Motion passed.  
5. Rick Vega, Metairie, Louisiana.  La. R.S. 37:2175.2 (A) (1).
Mr. Dennis Vega, attorney, appeared on behalf of Mr. Rick Vega and entered a no contest plea.  The committee accepted the plea.  Mr. Rick Vega made a statement to the committee. Ms. Laborde reviewed the exhibit books with the Compliance Investigator, and introduced them into the record. A Motion was made to fine Rick Vega $1000.00, court costs and a cease and desist.  If a license is obtained within 90 days, the fine will be reduced to $500.00 plus court costs.  The Motion passed.  
6. Malcolm Adams, Jr. d/b/a Lakeshore Roofing & Construction, Inc., Baton Rouge, Louisiana.   La. R.S. 37:2175.2 (A) (1) and La. R.S. 37:2175.3 (A) (8).
Mr. Malcom Adams, appeared and entered a no contest plea on all allegations.  The Committee accepted the pleas.  A Motion was made to fine Malcolm Adams, Jr. d/b/a Lakeshore Roofing & Construction, Inc. $2500.00, court costs, and a cease and desist on the first violation, and $2500.00, court costs, and a cease and desist on the second violation.  If a license is obtained within 90 days, each fine will be reduced to $1000.00 total plus court costs.  The Motion passed.  
OLD BUSINESS

D.
COMPLIANCE HEARING(S)/CONTINUANCE:
1. Ruston Properties, LLC, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  La. R.S. 37:2167 (A).
Ms. Michelle Ruston appeared and entered a no contest plea.  The committee accepted the plea.  Ms. Ruston made a statement to the committee. Ms. Debra Davidson, homeowner, was also present and made a statement to the committee.  Ms. Laborde reviewed the exhibit books with the Compliance Investigator, and introduced them into the record. A Motion was made to fine Ruston Properties, LLC, $20,000.00, court costs and a cease and desist.  The Motion passed.  

2. Joseph Raby, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  La. R.S. 37:2175.2 (A) (1).

Mr. Joseph Raby appeared and asked the committee for a continuance.  A Motion was made to 
grant the continuance until the June 13, 2012 committee meeting.  The Motion passed.   

3. Randall Shaw d/b/a Home Solutions, LLC, New Orleans, Louisiana.  La. R.S. 37:2175.2 (A) (1). 
No representative was present.  Ms. Hughes presented the committee with a settlement offer.  A Motion was made to accept the offer.  The Motion passed.  
E.
COMPLIANCE HEARING/RECONSIDERATION OF PENALTY:

1.
Integrity Pools of Louisiana, LLC, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  LA R. S. 37:2175.2 (E) (3).
 Ms. Hughes briefed the committee on prior actions from the committee, and Integrity Pools of         Louisiana, LLC’s failure to comply with previous probationary instructions.  A Motion was made to impose the maximum penalty and continue the probationary period.   The Motion passed.
F.
COMPLIANCE HEARING/REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION OF PENALTY:
1. Specialty Custom Homes, L.L.C., West Monroe, Louisiana.  La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A).


A Motion was made to grant Specialty Custom Homes, L.L.C a rehearing.  The Motion passed.   

g.
COMPLIANCE HEARING/REHEARING:

1.
DECO Dream Homes, LLC, Shreveport, Louisiana.  LA R.S. 37:2167 (A).

Mr. John Thomas was present, entered a not guilty plea, and made a statement to the committee.  Ms. Laborde asked to incorporate the evidence and testimony from the original Hearing by reference, by which Mr. Thomas agreed.  Mr. William Valentine, Compliance Investigator, was questioned by Mr. Thomas.  A Motion was made to keep the previously assessed finding and fines in place.  The Motion passed.       

H.
REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION:
1. Insight Building Services, LLC, New Orleans, Louisiana, License number 88755. 


A Motion was made to rescind the previously assessed fine and to only fine court costs.  The 
Motion passed.  
I.
CONSIDERATION OF LICENSURE EXEMPTION(S):
New Application Exemptions

1. 
Carl’s Contracting Services Group, LLC, 426 Ridgeway Drive, Metairie, Louisiana.

A Motion was made to grant the exemption.  The Motion passed.  

2. Daniel Scott Custom Homes, Inc., 1572 Bayou Blue, Houma, Louisiana.  


A Motion was made to grant the exemption.  The Motion passed.  
3.
 Donald O. Theaux, P.O. Box 62475, Lafayette, Louisiana. 

A Motion was made to grant the exemption.  The Motion passed.  
4. Homes by Classique, LLC, 140 28th Street, New Orleans, Louisiana.    

A Motion was made to grant the exemption.  The Motion passed.  
Licensed Exemptions

1.
Integrity Builders, Inc., 949 Austerlitz Street, Mandeville, Louisiana, Residential 
License #80187.   


A Motion was made to grant the exemption.  The Motion passed.  
J.
Consideration of new applications for Residential Building Construction License to be approved pending as listed and attached to the agenda. (Page 5-6)

A Motion was made to approve the new applications for Residential Building Construction with the exception of Professional Shoring and Elevation.  The Motion passed.   
K.
Consideration of new applications for Home Improvement Registration as listed and attached to the agenda. (Pages 7-8)

A Motion was made to approve the new applications for Home Improvement Registration.  The Motion passed.  
 ADJOURNMENT

A Motion was made to adjourn at 11:50 p.m.  The Motion passed.   
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