STATE LICENSING BOARD FOR CONTRACTORS

Commercial board Meeting MINUTES

September 20, 2012
The regular monthly meeting of the Board was called to order by the Chairman at 9:30 a.m. in the Conference Room of the Board’s offices, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  Members of the Board present:


Byron Talbot, Chairman 


Victor Weston, Vice Chairman  


Lloyd “Chip” Badeaux


William Clouatre


George Crain, Jr.

Nelson A. “Andy” Dupuy, Jr.

Courtney Fenet, Jr. 

August Gallo, Jr. 

Danny Graham 

Kenneth Jones 

Donald G. Lambert

Lee Mallett

Garland Meredith


Christopher Stuart

Art O. Walker

Finding a quorum present, the regular order of business began.

Also attending the meeting were: Michael B. McDuff, Executive Director; Judge Darrell White, Retired, Hearing Officer; Stephanie Laborde, Board Attorney; and from the staff, Brent Templet, Bobbie Hughes, Kelli Prudhomme, Sharon Fabre, John Dixon, Nathan Rawls, Doug Traylor; Compliance Investigators, Todd Brady and Marianne Sullivan; and Ms. Keri Dupont, recording the minutes.

Mr. Danny Graham led the members and audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Judge Darrell White gave the invocation, introduced himself, and advised those present of his duties.

A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and seconded by Mr. Weston to accept the Minutes of the August 16, 2012 regular meeting.  The Motion passed.

Mr. McDuff introduced special guests, Mr. Michael Demouy with the Louisiana Attorney General’s Office and Mr. Nash Bono, from the City of Hammond.
NEW BUSINESS
C.
Compliance Hearing(S): 

1.
a)
Dimension Construction, Inc., Memphis, Tennessee –  La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(4).


Ms. Hughes read the allegations against Dimension Construction, Inc. and asked if a 
representative was present.  No representative was present.  Ms. Hughes presented the Board 
with a settlement offer on behalf of Dimension Construction, Inc.  A Motion was made 
by Mr. Jones which was seconded by Mr. Meredith to authorize staff to make a counter 
offer.  The Motion passed.      

b)
Jesus Concrete, Inc., Lawrenceville, Georgia –  La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).

Ms. Hughes read the allegations against Jesus Concrete, Inc., and asked if a representative was present.  Ms. Patricia Roman appeared, was sworn in, entered a no contest plea, and made a statement to the Board.  A Motion was made by Mr. Clouatre which was seconded by Mr. Stuart to accept the plea. The Motion passed.  A Motion was made by Mr. Weston which was seconded by Mr. Lambert to fine Jesus Concrete, Inc. $500.00 plus administrative costs.  The Motion passed.   
2.
a)
Troy Andrew Frick, Lake Charles, Louisiana -  La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(4).


Ms. Hughes read the allegations against Troy Andrew Frick, and asked if a representative was present.  Mr. Troy Frick appeared, was sworn in, admitted the allegations, and made a statement to the Board.  A Motion was made by Mr. Weston which was seconded by Mr. Clouatre to accept the plea.  The Motion passed.  A Motion was made by Mr. Weston which was seconded by Mr. Lambert to fine Troy Andrew Frick administrative costs only,.  The Motion passed.   
b)
Sergio Garza, Garland, Texas – La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).

Matter continued. 
3.
a)
Ted Hebert, LLC, Baker, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(4) and 2159(B).


Ms. Hughes read the allegations against Ted Hebert, LLC and asked if a representative 
was present.  No representative was present.  Ms. Hughes presented the Board with a 
settlement offer on behalf of Ted Hebert, LLC. A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith which 
was seconded by Mr. Stuart to authorize staff to accept the offer.  The Motion passed.      

b)
Lucas Firmin Pools, L.L.C., Baton Rouge, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).

Ms. Hughes read the allegations against Lucas Firmin Pools, L.L.C., and asked if a representative was present.  Mr. Lucas Firmin appeared, was sworn in, entered a no contest plea, and made a statement to the Board.  A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith which was seconded by Mr. Gallo to accept the plea. The Motion passed.  A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert which was seconded by Mr. Gallo to fine Lucas Firmin Pools, L.L.C. administrative costs only.  The Motion passed.   

c)
Juan Copenian d/b/a JGC Plastering, Baton Rouge, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).

Ms. Hughes read the allegations against Juan Copenian d/b/a JGC Plastering, and asked if a representative was present.  Mr. Juan Copenian appeared, was sworn in, entered a no contest plea, and made a statement to the Board.  A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith which was seconded by Mr. Graham to accept the plea. The Motion passed.  A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert which was seconded by Mr. Badeaux to fine Juan Copenian d/b/a JGC Plastering administrative costs only.  The Motion passed.   
4. 
Construction Affiliates, Inc., Mandeville, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).
Ms. Hughes read the allegations against Construction Affiliates, Inc., and asked if a representative was present.  Mr. Cal Jones, owner, and Ms. Judith Riker, bookkeeper, appeared, was sworn in, entered a no contest plea, and made a statement to the Board.  A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert which was seconded by Mr. Gallo to accept the plea. The Motion passed.  A Motion was made by Mr. Weston which was seconded by Mr. Lambert to fine Construction Affiliates, Inc., .  The Motion passed.   
5.
Austin Roofing and Siding, Inc., Austin, Texas – La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).

Ms. Hughes read the allegations against Austin Roofing and Siding, Inc. and asked if a representative was present.  No representative was present.  Ms. Hughes presented the Board with a settlement offer on behalf of Austin Roofing and Siding, Inc.  A Motion was made by Mr. Clouatre which was seconded by Mr. Dupuy to authorize staff to make a counter offer. The Motion passed.      
6.
Rip McClure, Baton Rouge, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).  

Ms. Hughes read the allegations against Rip McClure and asked if a representative was present.  
No representative was present.  Ms. Hughes presented the Board with a settlement offer on behalf 
of Rip McClure.   A Motion was made by Mr. Jones which was seconded by Mr. Weston to 
accept the offer.  
The Motion passed.      

7.
Busted Knuckle Field Services, LLC, Plaquemine, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).
Ms. Hughes read the allegations against Busted Knuckle Field Services, LLC and asked if a representative was present.  Mr. Patrick Jeansonne, owner,  appeared, was sworn in, and asked the Board for a continuance.  A Motion was made by Mr. Jones which was seconded by Mr. Meredith to grant the continuance.  The Motion passed.   
8.
a)
Mighty Fortress Construction Company, Baton Rouge, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(5).

Ms. Hughes read the allegations against Mighty Fortress Construction Company, and 
asked if a representative was present.  Mr. James Dellafiore, appeared, was sworn in, entered 
a no contest plea, and made a statement to the Board.  A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert 
which was seconded by Mr. Clouatre to accept the plea. The Motion passed.  Mr. Nash Bono 
with the City of Hammond appeared, was sworn in and made a statement to the Board.  A 
Motion was made by Mr. Clouatre which was seconded by Mr. Meredith to fine Mighty 
Fortress Construction Company $1000.00 plus administrative costs, and to suspend its 
license for one year.  The Motion passed.  
b) Mighty Fortress Construction Company, Baton Rouge, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(5).

Ms. Laborde made statement to the board the case was dropped. 
OLD BUSINESS

d.
COMPLIANCE HEARING/Continuance(s):

1.
a)
Charles Bonds d/b/a Bonds Development, Leeds, Alabama –La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(5). 
Ms. Hughes read the allegations against Charles Bonds d/b/a Bonds Development, and asked if a representative was present.  No representative was present.  Ms. Laborde called Compliance Investigator Marianne Sullivan to the stand where she was sworn in.  Ms. Laborde reviewed the exhibit book with Ms. Sullivan and asked that it be entered into the record.  Judge White admitted the exhibit book into evidence. A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith which was seconded by Mr. Dupuy to find Charles Bonds d/b/a Bonds Development, in violation.  The Motion passed.  A Motion was made by Meredith, which was seconded by Mr. Dupuy, to fine Charles Bonds d/b/a Bonds Development $1000.00, administrative costs and license revocation.  The Motion passed.   

b)
D & G Electric, Inc., Baton Rouge, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(4).
Ms. Hughes read the allegations against D & G Electric, Inc, and asked if a representative was present.  Mr. Grant Lovetro appeared, was sworn in and entered a plea of no contest.   A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith which was seconded by Mr. Weston to accept the plea.  The Motion passed. Mr. Lovetro made a statement to the Board.   A Motion was made by Mr. Jones which was seconded by Mr. Weston to dismiss the allegations against D & G Electric, Inc. The Motion passed.   
c) Glen E. Nave Heating and Air Conditioning Company, Inc., Folsom, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(4), 2158(A)(3), and Sec. 109 Rules and Regulations of the Board.


Ms. Hughes read the allegations against Glen E. Nave Heating and Air Conditioning 
Company, Inc. and asked if a representative was present.  No representative was present.   
Ms. Hughes presented the Board with a settlement offer on behalf of Glen E. Nave Heating 
and Air Conditioning Company, Inc.   A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith which was 
seconded by Mr. Stuart to accept the offer.  The Motion passed.      
d) Ridgeway Construction Management, Inc., North Richland Hills, Texas   La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).

Ms. Hughes read the allegations against Ridgeway Construction Management, Inc., and asked if a representative was present.  No representative was present.  Ms. Laborde called Compliance Investigator Marianne Sullivan to the stand where she was sworn in.  Ms. Laborde reviewed the exhibit book with Ms. Sullivan and asked that it be entered into the record.  Judge White admitted the exhibit book into evidence. A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith which was seconded by Mr. Dupuy to find Ridgeway Construction Management, Inc., in violation.  The Motion passed.  A Motion was made by Meredith, which was seconded by Mr. Dupuy to fine Ridgeway Construction Management, Inc., 10% plus administrative costs.  The Motion passed.
E.
ACT 725 – SETTLEMENT OFFER(S):
1.
a)
Leslie R. Humble, West Monroe, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(4).
A Motion was made by Mr. Gallo which was seconded by Mr. Meredith to accept the Act 
725 Settlement Offer.  The Motion passed.  

b)
Mike Smith Heat & Air, Swartz, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).
A Motion was made by Mr. Gallo which was seconded by Mr. Meredith to accept the Act 
725 Settlement Offer.  The Motion passed.  
2.
Liuzza Plumbing, L.L.C., Covington, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).
A Motion was made by Mr. Gallo which was seconded by Mr. Meredith to accept the Act 
725 Settlement Offer.  The Motion passed.  
F.
CITATION SETTLEMENT:

1.
Strong Tower Construction, LLC, Mandeville, Louisiana –R.S. 37:2158(A)(3) and Sec. 109 Rules and Regulations of the Board.
A Motion was made by Mr. Weston which was seconded by Mr. Clouatre to accept the Settlement.  The Motion passed.  

G.
REQUEST TO VACATE PREVIOUS DECISION:

1.
G & E Construction LLC, Theriot, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2167(A).

Decision & Civil Penalty Assessed at the August 16, 2012 Commercial Board Meeting:  A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith which was seconded by Mr. Clouatre to find G & E Construction LLC in violation.  The Motion passed.  A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith which was seconded by Mr. Gallo to fine G & E Construction LLC the maximum fine and administrative costs.  The Motion passed.   
A Motion was made by Mr. Gallo which was seconded by Mr. Weston to vacate the previous decision rendered.  The Motion passed.  

H.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

1.
Report from the Staff 



Ms. Dupuy had no report.  

2.
Building Committee 

Mr. Graham had no report. 

3.
Classification and Testing Committee

Mr. Weston informed the Board that the committee had met and Mr. Dupuy would be giving a report.    


4.
Legislative/Rules and Regulations Committee 



Mr. Gallo had no report.  


5.
Act 725 Committee 



Mr. Meredith had no report.  


6.
Finance Committee 

Mr. Dupuy made a Motion to accept the financials as presented which was seconded by Mr. Clouatre.  The Motion passed.  

7.
Residential Building Committee 


Mr. Weston announced that Mr. Badeaux was appointed as the chairman of the Residential Building Committee and Mr. Lee Mallett as Vice Chairman.    

A Motion was made by Mr. Badeaux which was seconded by Mr. Gallo to accept and ratify the actions of the Residential Building Committee.  The Motion passed.   
J.
Consideration of residential licensure applications, and home improvement registration applications, and exemptions as listed and attached to the agenda.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Badeaux which was seconded by Mr. Weston to approve the residential licensure applications.  The Motion passed. 


A Motion was made by Mr. Badeaux which was seconded by Mr. Gallo to approve the home improvement applications.  The Motion passed.


A Motion was made by Mr. Badeaux which was seconded by Mr. Gallo to approve the residential exemptions.  The Motion passed.

K.
Consideration of commercial licensure exemptions as listed and attached to the agenda. 
A Motion was made by Mr. Dupuy which was seconded by Mr. Clouatre to grant the commercial licensure exemptions.  The Motion passed.  

L.
Consideration of mold remediation application as listed and attached to the agenda. 
A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert which was seconded by Mr. Dupuy to grant the mold remediation exemptions.  The Motion passed.  
M.
Consideration of additional classifications as listed and attached to the agenda. 
A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert which was seconded by Mr. Dupuy to approve the additional classifications.  The Motion passed.  
N.
Consideration of commercial applications as listed and attached to the agenda. 

· Pending All Requirements Being Met 
· Regular Commercial Applications  
A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert which was seconded by Mr. Dupuy to grant the commercial applications pending all requirements being met.  The Motion passed.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert which was seconded by Mr. Clouatre to grant the regular commercial applications.  The Motion passed.  
ADJOURNMENT
A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert which was seconded by Mr. Clouatre to adjourn at 11:00.  The Motion passed.  




____________________________________________________________





Chairman





____________________________________________________________





Secretary/Treasurer
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