STATE LICENSING BOARD FOR CONTRACTORS

Commercial board Meeting MINUTES

July 21, 2011
The regular monthly meeting of the Board was called to order by the Chairman at 9:35 a.m. in the Conference Room of the Board’s offices, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  Members of the Board present:


Byron Talbot, Chairman


Lloyd “Chip” Badeaux

George L. Crain, Jr.


Nelson A. “Andy” Dupuy, Jr.


Courtney Fenet, Jr.


August Gallo, Jr.


Danny Graham


Donald G. Lambert


Lee Mallett


Garland Meredith

Art O. Walker

Mr. Weston, Mr. Clouatre and Mr. Stuart were absent.
Finding a quorum present, the regular order of business began.

Also attending the meeting were: Michael B. McDuff, Executive Director; Judy Dupuy, Board Administrator, Judge Darrell White, Retired, Hearing Officer; Stephanie Laborde, Board Attorney; and from the staff, Bobbie Hughes, Lori Guthrie, Marc Jones Kellie Pruhomme, Bertha Jenkins, Deborah Irwin, Emma Payne, Doug Traylor, Tracy Guidry and Sharon Fabre; Compliance Investigators Brent Templet, Charlie Pellegrin, Todd Brady; and Keri Dupont, recording the minutes.

Mr. Meredith led the members and audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Judge Darrell White gave the invocation. 

Judge Darrell White then introduced himself, and advised those present of his duties.

A Motion was made by Mr. Dupuy and seconded by Mr. Lambert to accept the Minutes of the June 16th, 2011 regular meeting.  The Motion passed. 

Welcome / Introductions – Mr. Michael McDuff introduced special guest, Mr. Michael Demouy, Manager with the Louisiana AGC’s office.  
NEW BUSINESS

JUDGMENT HEARING(S):
Celebrity Contractors, Inc.

Ms. Laborde read the allegations against CELEBRITY CONTRACTORS, INC. and asked if there was a representative present.


Mr. Gregory Husky appeared on behalf of CELEBRITY CONTRACTORS, INC.  and was sworn in.  


Mr. Tim Richardson, attorney, appeared on behalf of the Judgment Creditor. 


Ms. Laborde asked that the Judgment against CELEBRITY CONTRACTORS, INC. be entered into the record.   

Judge White accepted the Judgment into evidence.  

Mr. Husky stated that he was unaware of the Judgment and was working out a payment arrangement.   

A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert which was seconded by Mr. Graham to revoke License number 880571 if the Judgment amount is not satisfied within 30 days.  


Premier Home Improvement Specialists, Inc.

Ms. Laborde read the allegations against PREMIER HOME IMPROVEMENT SPECIALIST, INC. and asked if a representative was present.  


No representative was present. 


Josh Matthews, attorney, appeared on behalf of Jefferson Door Company.  


Ms. Laborde asked that the Judgment against PREMIER HOME IMPROVEMENT SPECIALIST, INC., INC. be entered into the record.   

Judge White accepted the Judgment into evidence.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith which was seconded by Mr. Dupuy to revoke License number 48625 if the Judgment amount is not satisfied within 30 days.  


Fusion Construction, Inc., 


Ms. Laborde read the allegations against FUSION CONSTRUCTION, INC. and asked if a representative was present.  


Ms. Judith Weatherly was present and behalf of FUSION CONSTRUCTION, INC. 


Josh Matthews, attorney, appeared on behalf of the Judgment creditor.   


Ms. Laborde asked that the Judgment against FUSION CONSTRUCTION INC. be entered into the record.   

Judge White accepted the Judgment into evidence.  

Mr. Matthews informed the Board that he was able work out a payment arrangement with Ms. Weatherly.   

A Motion was made by Mr. Gallo which was seconded by Mr. Meredith to revoke License number 880443 if the Judgment amount is not satisfied within 90 days.  

Compliance Hearing(S): 

1, 2, 3, 5 & 6     
All Phase Plumbing, LLC.


Ms. Hughes read the allegations against All Phase Plumbing, LLC. and asked if a representative was present.  


Mr. William Tackett appeared on behalf of ALL PHASE PLUMBING, LLC.  


Mr. Tackett was sworn in and denied the allegations.


Ms. Laborde called investigator, Todd Brady to the stand where he was sworn in.  

Ms. Laborde reviewed the exhibit book with Mr. Brady and asked that it be entered into the record.

Judge White accepted it into the record.
 Mr. Tackett changed his plea to No Contest.

A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and was seconded by Mr. Dupuy to accept the plea.

The Motion passed.    

A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and was seconded by Mr. Jones  to fine ALL PHASE PLUMBING, LLC. $2000.00 plus court costs.  

The Motion passed.   

 Raul Avilez d/b/a La Morenita Meat Market
Ms. Hughes read the allegations against RAUL AVILEZ d/b/a LA MORENITA MEAT MARKET and asked if a representative was present. 

Mr. Raul Avilez appeared and was sworn in. 

Mr. Avilez denied the allegations.  

Ms. Laborde called investigator, Todd Brady to the stand where he was sworn in.  

Ms. Laborde reviewed the exhibit book with Mr. Brady, and asked that it be entered into the record.

Judge White accepted it into the record.    
Mr. Avilez changed his plea and entered a plea of No Contest.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Dupuy and was seconded by Mr. Fenet to accept the plea.  

The Motion passed.
A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and was seconded by Mr. Dupuy and Mr. Meredith to fine RAUL AVILEZ d/b/a LA MORENITA MEAT MARKET $10,000.00 plus court costs.     
The Motion passed.  


Frank Hunter Construction, LLC.

Ms. Hughes read the allegations against FRANK HUNTER CONSTRUCTION, LLC. and asked if a representative was present. 

Mr. Frank Hunter appeared and was sworn in. 
Mr. Hunter denied the allegations.  

Ms. Laborde called investigator, Todd Brady, to the stand where he was sworn in.  

Ms. Laborde reviewed the exhibit book with Mr. Brady and asked that it be entered into the record.

Judge White accepted it into the record.    

Mr. Hunter changed his plea to No Contest.

A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and was seconded by Mr. Dupuy to accept the plea.

The Motion passed.  
A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and was seconded by Mr. Dupuy to fine FRANK HUNTER CONSTRUCTION, LLC. $1000.00 plus court costs and probation for 1 year.    

The Motion passed.  

AAA Refrigeration Co., Inc.
Ms. Hughes read the allegations against AAA REFRIGERATION CO, INC. and asked if a representative was present. 

Mr. Lionel Ortego appeared and was sworn in. 

Mr. Ortego denied the allegations.  
Ms. Laborde called investigator, Todd Brady, to the stand where he was sworn in.  

Ms. Laborde reviewed the exhibit book with Mr. Brady and asked that it be entered into the record.

Judge White accepted it into the record.    
Mr. Ortego changed his plea to No Contest.

A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and was seconded by Mr. Dupuy to accept the plea.

The Motion passed.    

A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and was seconded by Mr. Graham to fine AAA REFRIGERATION CO. INC. $500 and court costs. 

The Motion passed.  

Kingdom Electric LLC d/b/a Mr. Electric

Ms. Hughes read the allegations against KINGDOM ELECTRIC LLC d/b/a MR. ELECTRIC and asked if a representative was present. 

Mr. Shawn Dore appeared and was sworn in. 

Mr. Dore denied the allegations.   

Ms. Laborde called investigator, Todd Brady, to the stand where he was sworn in.  

Ms. Laborde reviewed the exhibit book with Mr. Brady and asked that it be entered into the record.

Judge White accepted it into the record.    

Mr. Dore changed his plea to No Contest.

A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and was seconded by Mr. Dupuy to accept the plea.

The Motion passed.    

A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith and was seconded by Mr. Lambert to fine KINGDOM ELECTRIC LLC d/b/a MR. ELECTRIC $200 for bidding under the wrong name and a $1000 fine for bidding with an unlicensed contractor, plus court costs.  
The Motion passed.  

America’s Best Signs, LLC. d/b/a America’s Best Signs, Inc.,

Ms. Hughes read the allegations against AMERICA’S BEST SIGNS, LLC. D/B/A AMERICA’S BEST SIGNS, INC., and asked if a representative was present. 

Mr. Eddie Jackson appeared and was sworn in. 

Mr. Jackson denied the allegations.   

Ms. Laborde called investigator, Todd Brady, to the stand where he was sworn in.  

Ms. Laborde reviewed the exhibit book with Mr. Brady and asked that it be entered into the record.

Judge White accepted it into the record.    
 

A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and was seconded by Mr. Fenet to dismiss.  

The Motion passed.  

Ma Construction, Inc.
Ms. Hughes read the allegations against MA CONSTRUCTION, INC. and asked if a representative was present. 

Mr. Marts appeared and was sworn in. 

Mr. Marts denied the allegations.   

Ms. Laborde called investigator, Charlie Pellegrin to the stand where he was sworn in.  
Ms. Laborde reviewed exhibit book with Mr. Pellegrin, and asked that it be entered into the record.

Mr. Marts changed his plea to No Contest.

A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and was seconded by Mr. Dupuy to accept the plea.

The Motion passed.    

Judge White accepted it into the record.    


A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and was seconded by Mr. Jones to fine MA CONSTRUCTION, INC. $2500.00 and court costs.  
The Motion passed.  

Core Contracting, LLC.
Ms. Hughes read the allegations against CORE CONTRACTING, LLC. and asked if a representative was present. 

Mr. Nicholas Yesbik appeared and was sworn in. 

Mr. Yesbik entered a plea of No Contest.  

Motion was made by Mr. Badeaux and was seconded by Mr. Lambert to accept the plea.

The Motion passed.    

A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and was seconded by Mr. Graham to fine CORE CONTRACTING, LLC $2500.00 and $500.00 in court costs.  

Mr. Fenet objected.  

The Motion passed.  
Jason Savoie

Ms. Hughes read the allegations against JASON SAVOIE.
There was no representative present.
   

Ms. Laborde called investigator, Charlie Pellegrin, to the stand.
Ms. Laborde reviewed the exhibit book with Mr. Pellegrin and asked that it be entered into the record.
Judge White accepted it into the record. 
A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and was seconded by Mr. Gallo to find JASON SAVOIE in violation.
The Motion passed.      


A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and was seconded by Mr. Jones to fine JASON SAVOIE $4000 and court costs.  

The Motion passed.  
There was a substitute motion made by Mr. Stuart to fine JASON SAVOIE the maximum penalty, which was seconded by Mr. Jones and Mr. Meredith.  

There was an objection by Mr. Lambert and Mr. Fenet.  

The Motion passed.  

Terrance Abner
Ms. Hughes read the allegations against TERRANCE ABNER and asked if a representative was present. 

There was no representative present.
   

Ms. Laborde called the Director of Compliance, Brent Templet, to the stand and he was sworn in.

Ms. Laborde reviewed exhibit book with Mr. Templet and asked that it be entered into the record.

Judge White accepted it into the record. 

A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and was seconded by Mr. Graham to find TERRANCE ABNER in violation.     


The Motion passed.

A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith and was seconded by Mr. Crain to fine TERRANCE ABNER the maximum fine and court costs.  

The Motion passed.  

Act 725 – Settlement Offer(S):

	
	Violator – License No.
	Case No.
	Settlement Offer Amount

+ Administrative Costs

	1
	ABM Construction, LLC
	2011-1398
	$500.00

	2
	Pars construction
	2011-1398
	$500.00

	3
	CCR Fire Protection, LLC
	2011-1777 
	$500.00

	4
	T.W. Cazaux Enterprises, LLC
	2011-1546
	$500.00

	5
	6TH Street Construction, LLC
	2011-1777
	$500.00


A Motion was made by Mr. Gallo and was seconded by Mr. Meredith to accept 
the Act 725 Settlement Offers.
The Motion passed.  

old BUSINESS 

REQUEST FOR REHEARING(S):
Haddad-Wylie Industries, LLC (HWI)
A Motion was made by Mr. Fenet and was seconded by Mr. Gallo to grant the rehearing.  

The Motion passed.  

Jones Brother Properties d/b/a Jones Builders
A settlement offer was presented to the Board through Carlton Jones, Attorney. 

The Settlement Offer was rejected by the Board.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith and was seconded by Mr. Gallo to grant a rehearing.  

The Motion passed.   

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

1.  Report from the Staff 

Ms. Dupuy reported on the Louisiana Sheriffs’ conference which was attended by LSLBC Staff. 


Ms. Laborde gave a report on the recent rule revisions.  


A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and was seconded by Mr. Meredith to accept the revisions.  



The Motion passed.

2.  Building Committee 


Mr. Graham gave a report. An update was given on Memorial Monument to rename the building.
3.
Classification and Testing Committee


Mr. Dupuy informed the Board that the Committee had met and that a report would be given later in 

the meeting.
4. 
Legislative/Rules and Regulations Committee 

Mr. Gallo stated that this was covered by Ms. Laborde previously.

5.
Act 725 Committee


There was no report for the Board today.
6. 
Finance Committee


Mr. Dupuy made a Motion to accept the financial report as submitted.  Mr. Fenet seconded the Motion.  

The Motion passed.

7.
Residential Building Committee

Mr. Badeaux made a Motion to accept and ratify the actions of the Residential Committee, which was seconded by Mr. Lambert.

The Motion passed.  
H.
Consideration of residential applications, home improvement registrations, and residential exemptions as listed and attached to the agenda. 
Mr. Badeaux made a Motion to accept the new residential applications, home improvement registrations, and residential exemptions which was seconded by Mr. Lambert.

The Motion passed.  
I.

Consideration of commercial licensure exemptions as listed and attached to the 



agenda. 



A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and seconded by Mr. Fenet to approve.  



The Motion passed.  
J.

Consideration of additional classifications as listed and attached to the agenda. 


A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and was seconded by Mr. Fenet to approve.  


The Motion passed.  

K.
Consideration of commercial applications as listed and attached to the agenda.

Pending All Requirements Being Met (Pages 18-28)


A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and was seconded by Mr. Fenet to approve.  


The Motion passed.  

Regular Commercial Applications (Pages 29-32)

A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and was seconded by Mr. Fenet to approve.  


The Motion passed. 
ADJOURNMENT

A Motion was made by Mr. Walker and was seconded by Mr. Fenet to Adjourn.  The Motion was approved.  

Chairman

Secretary-Treasurer

The meeting adjourned at 12:55 p.m.
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