STATE LICENSING BOARD FOR CONTRACTORS

Commercial board Meeting MINUTES

May 16, 2013
The regular monthly meeting of the Board was called to order by the Chairman at 9:30 a.m. in the Conference Room of the Board’s offices, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  Members of the Board present:


Byron Talbot, Chairman  


Victor Weston, Vice Chairman






Lloyd “Chip” Badeaux


William Clouatre

George Crain, Jr.


Nelson A. “Andy” Dupuy, Jr.

Courtney Fenet, Jr. 

Danny Graham

Kenneth Jones 

Donald G. Lambert

Garland Meredith

Christopher Stuart

Art O. Walker

August Gallo, Jr. and Lee Mallett were absent. 
Finding a quorum present, the regular order of business began.

Also attending the meeting were: Michael B. McDuff, Executive Director; Judy Dupuy, Board Administrator; Judge Darrell White, Retired, Hearing Officer; Murphy J. Foster, Board Attorney; and from the staff, Bobbie Hughes, Brent Templet, Kellie Prudhomme, Nathan Rawls, Doug Traylor, Sharon Fabre, and John Dixon; Compliance Director, Marianne Sullivan; Compliance Investigators, Lynwood Allemore, Carl Bourque, Chris Verges and Jessie Wells; and Kara Kearney, recording the minutes. 
Mr. Fenet led the members and audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Judge Darrell White gave the invocation, introduced himself, and advised those present of his duties.

A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and seconded by Mr. Stuart to accept the Minutes of the April 18, 2013 regular meeting. The Motion passed.
Mr. McDuff introduced Bill Croft and Matt Thomey with the Hazard Mitigation Grants Program and Ken Naquin with Louisiana Associated General Contractors, who gave a statement about the HB 421.
NEW BUSINESS
C.
JUDGMENT HEARING(S):
1. Amtek of Louisiana, Inc., Baton Rouge, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2150-2192, Sec. 2158(A)(9).
This item was removed from the agenda.
D.
Compliance Hearing(S): 

1.
a)
Siti, L.L.C., Lake Charles, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(4).

This matter was continued.
b)
Onesimo Rojo d/b/a Rojo Concrete, Lufkin, Texas - La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).

Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Attorney Jack Whitehead was present on behalf of Onesimo Rojo d/b/a Rojo Concrete. Ms. Hughes read the settlement offer presented by Onesimo Rojo d/b/a Rojo Concrete. A Motion was made by Mr. Weston and seconded by Mr. Stuart to accept the settlement offer. The Motion passed.
2.
a)
Rubber Applications, Inc., Mulberry, Florida - La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).


Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by Rubber Applications, Inc. A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith and seconded by Mr. Fenet to accept the settlement offer. The Motion passed.

b)
Brand Energy Solutions, LLC, Kennesaw, Georgia - La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(4).


Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by Brand Energy Solutions, LLC. A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith and seconded by Mr. Fenet to accept the settlement offer. The Motion passed.

c)
James P. Crocker d/b/a Waterblasting.Com, Stuart, Florida - La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).


Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by James P. Crocker d/b/a Waterblasting.com. A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith and seconded by Mr. Fenet to accept the settlement offer. The Motion passed.
3.
a)
The Olympic Group, L.L.C., Kenner, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(4).


Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Attorney Todd Hebert and Maurice Hurst were present on behalf of The Olympic Group, L.L.C. Mr. Hebert entered a no contest plea. A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and seconded by Mr. Weston to accept the plea. The Motion passed. A Motion was made by Mr. Weston and seconded by Mr. Graham to revoke the license until the bond issue is resolved. The Motion failed to pass. Mr. Hurst was sworn in and gave a statement. A Motion was made by Mr. Weston and seconded by Mr. Stuart to suspend the license of The Olympic Group, L.L.C. until litigation is resolved and issue a fine of $1,000 plus administrative costs. Mr. Weston noted that Mr. Hurst will be allowed to complete current projects, but he may not begin new projects. The Motion passed.

b)
Billy Ray Dew, Tallulah, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2159(B).


Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by Billy Ray Dew. A Motion was made by Mr. Weston and seconded by Mr. Meredith to deny the settlement offer. The Motion passed with two objections.
4.
a)
H & O Investments, LLC, Baton Rouge, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(4).


Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Attorney Roy Maughan was present and entered a no contest plea on behalf of H & O Investments, LLC. A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and seconded by Mr. Jones to accept the plea. The Motion passed. A settlement offer was presented. A Motion was made by Mr. Jones and seconded by Mr. Meredith to accept the settlement offer. The Motion passed.

b)
AA Gouner Plumbing & Mechanical, Inc., Metairie, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).


Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present. Investigator Chris Verges was called to the stand and sworn in for review of the exhibits. The exhibits were filed and admitted into evidence. A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith and seconded by Mr. Dupuy to find AA Gouner Plumbing & Mechanical, Inc. to be in violation. The Motion passed. A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith and seconded by Mr. Graham to issue the maximum fine plus administrative costs. The Motion passed.
OLD BUSINESS

E.
COMPLIANCE HEARING/CONTINUANCE(S):

1.
a)
Devier Design Build, L.L.C., Mandeville, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(4).



Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by Devier Design Build, L.L.C. A Motion was made by Mr. Dupuy and seconded by Mr. Weston to deny the settlement offer. The Motion passed.

b)
Jose A. Pina, Jr. D/B/A J. P. Steel Erectors, Alvarado, Texas - La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).


Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present. Investigator Tommy Mimnaugh was called to the stand and sworn in for questioning and review of the exhibits. The exhibits were filed and admitted into evidence. A Motion was made by Mr. Stuart and seconded by Mr. Weston to continue the matter. The Motion passed.

c)
Falcon Construction LLC, Denham Springs, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).


Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Antonio Vargas was present and sworn in. Mr. Vargas entered a plea of admission. A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and seconded by Mr. Weston to accept the plea. The Motion passed. Mr. Vargas made a statement. A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and seconded by Mr. Fenet to fine Falcon Construction, LLC administrative costs only. The Motion passed.
2. Robby Arnold d/b/a C&C Metals, LLC, Grosse Tete, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).
Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Robby Arnold was present and sworn in. Mr. Arnold entered a no contest plea. A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and seconded by Mr. Weston to accept the plea. The Motion passed. Mr. Arnold gave a statement. A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and seconded by Mr. Fenet to fine Robby Arnold d/b/a C&C Metals, LLC $1,000 plus administrative costs, but if Mr. Arnold obtains a license within 90 days, the penalty will be waived. The Motion passed.
3. Jita Homebuilders, LLC, New Orleans, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(10).
Mr. Dupuy recused himself. Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Keith Carter and his attorney Richard Gerage were present. Mr. Carter was sworn in and entered a no contest plea. A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and seconded by Mr. Weston to accept the plea. The Motion passed. Mr. Gerage gave a statement. Matt Thomey with the Hazard Mitigation Grants Program was called to the stand and sworn in for questioning. A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith and seconded by Mr. Lambert to place Jita Homebuilders, LLC on probation for 1 year and assess administrative costs only. The Motion passed with 4 objections. 
F.
REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION:

1. Skanska USA Building Inc., Parsippany, New Jersey - La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(4).
Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations and a brief history of the case. Attorney Bruce Shreves was present and gave a statement on behalf of Skanska USA Building Inc. A Motion was made by Mr. Weston and seconded by Mr. Stuart to reconsider the penalty and accept the settlement offer presented by Skanska USA Building Inc. The Motion passed.
G.
Presentation of Audit – Ken Alford gave a statement about the findings in the audit. A Motion was made by Mr. Dupuy and seconded by Mr. Clouatre to accept the audit report. The Motion passed.
H.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

1.
Report from the Staff – Mr. McDuff gave a report on the new board member appointments and reappointments. He also reported that a letter was sent to the city of Lake Charles regarding the legal opinion on their mechanical licensing statute.

2.
Building Committee – Mr. Graham reported that the Building Committee plans to move forward with the server room modifications and the addition of a generator. A Motion was made by Mr. Graham and seconded by Mr. Dupuy to move forward with these recommended projects. The Motion passed.

3.
Classification and Testing Committee – Mr. Weston reported that he and members of administrative staff will meet in Jackson, Miss. on May 30 with leaders from contractor licensing boards in neighboring states to discuss reciprocity issues.

4.
Legislative/Rules and Regulations Committee – This report was given during Mr. McDuff’s opening remarks. 

5.
Act 725 Committee – Mr. Meredith had no updates.

6.
Finance Committee – A Motion was made by Mr. Dupuy and seconded by Mr. Lambert to accept the financials as presented. The Motion passed.
7.
Residential Building Committee – A Motion was made by Mr. Badeaux and seconded by Mr. Dupuy to accept the May 1, 2013, Residential Committee Meeting minutes. The Motion passed.
I.
Consideration of residential applications, home improvement registrations and residential licensure exemptions as listed and attached to the agenda.  (Pages 4-10)

A Motion was made by Mr. Badeaux and seconded by Mr. Stuart to accept the Residential Building License applications. The Motion passed. A Motion was made by Mr. Clouatre and seconded by Mr. Stuart to accept the conditional license agreement for Huddleston Enterprises of West Monroe, Inc. The Motion passed.


A Motion was made by Mr. Badeaux and seconded by Mr. Stuart to accept the Home Improvement Registration applications. The Motion passed. 


A Motion was made by Mr. Badeaux and seconded by Mr. Stuart to accept the residential licensure exemption requests. The Motion passed.
J.
Consideration of commercial licensure exemptions as listed and attached to the agenda. (Pages 12-14)
A Motion was made by Mr. Dupuy and seconded by Mr. Clouatre to accept the commercial licensure exemption requests with the exception of Pavement Restorations, Inc and Hardcore Mechanical A/c & Heating, LLC. The Motion passed.

K.
Consideration of mold remediation application as listed and attached to the agenda. (Page 16)
A Motion was made by Mr. Dupuy and seconded by Mr. Clouatre to accept the Mold Remediation application. The Motion passed.

L.
Consideration of additional classifications as listed and attached to the agenda. (Pages 18-20)
A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and seconded by Mr. Clouatre to accept the additional classifications. The Motion passed.


M.
Consideration of commercial applications as listed and attached to the agenda. 

· Pending All Requirements Being Met  (Pages 22-29)
A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and seconded by Mr. Clouatre to accept the commercial applications as listed. The Motion passed.

· Regular Commercial Applications  (Pages 30)
A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and seconded by Mr. Clouatre to accept the commercial applications as listed. The Motion passed.
ADJOURNMENT
A Motion was made by Mr. Dupuy and seconded by Mr. Stuart to adjourn at 11:20 a.m. The Motion passed.




________________________________________________




Chairman




_________________________________________________




Secretary/Treasurer
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