STATE LICENSING BOARD FOR CONTRACTORS

Commercial board Meeting MINUTES

April 18, 2013
The regular monthly meeting of the Board was called to order by the Chairman at 9:30 a.m. in the Conference Room of the Board’s offices, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  Members of the Board present:


Byron Talbot, Chairman  


Victor Weston, Vice Chairman






Lloyd “Chip” Badeaux


William Clouatre

George Crain, Jr.


Nelson A. “Andy” Dupuy, Jr.

Courtney Fenet, Jr. 

Danny Graham

Kenneth Jones 

Donald G. Lambert

Lee Mallett

Garland Meredith

Christopher Stuart

Art O. Walker

August Gallo, Jr. was absent. 
Finding a quorum present, the regular order of business began.

Also attending the meeting were: Michael B. McDuff, Executive Director; Judy Dupuy, Board Administrator; Judge Darrell White, Retired, Hearing Officer; John Andrishok, Board Attorney; and from the staff, Bobbie Hughes, Tricia Wood, Brent Templet, Kellie Prudhomme, Nathan Rawls, Doug Traylor, Sharon Fabre, John Dixon and Deborah Irwin; Compliance Director, Marianne Sullivan; Compliance Investigators, Lynwood Allemore, Carl Bourque and Jessie Wells; and Kara Kearney, recording the minutes. 
Mr. William Clouatre led the members and audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Judge Darrell White gave the invocation, introduced himself, and advised those present of his duties.

A Motion was made by Mr. Clouatre and seconded by Mr. Weston to accept the Minutes of the March 21, 2013 regular meeting. The Motion passed.
Mr. McDuff introduced Mr. John Seago, who gave a statement about the settlement of the civil case regarding Eagle Contractors, LLC.
NEW BUSINESS
C.
Compliance Hearing(S): 

1.
a)
Joe Banks Drywall and Acoustics’, Inc., Mangham, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(4).


Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by Joe Banks Drywall and Acoustics’, Inc. A Motion was made by Mr. Weston and seconded by Mr. Meredith to accept the settlement offer. The Motion passed.

b)
Kenneth Shane Watson, West Monroe, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).


Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by Kenneth Shane Watson. A Motion was made by Mr. Weston and seconded by Mr. Fenet to accept the settlement offer. The Motion passed.
2.
Evans Plumbing & Repair, LLC, West Monroe, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).

Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present. Investigator Jessie Wells was called to the stand and sworn in. Mr. Wells and Mr. Andrishok reviewed the exhibit packet, which was filed and admitted into evidence. A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith and seconded by Mr. Clouatre to find Evans Plumbing & Repair, LLC to be in violation and to fine the maximum fine plus administrative costs. The Motion passed. 
3.
a)
Starkey Builders, LLC, Baton Rouge, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(4).


Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by Starkey Builders, LLC. A Motion was made by Mr. Weston and seconded by Mr. Dupuy to accept the settlement offer. The Motion passed.
b)
Fire Tech Sales Services, LLC d/b/a Fire Tech, Port Allen, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).


Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Michael David and Misty Welch were present and sworn in. Mr. David entered a no contest plea. A Motion was made by Mr. Clouatre and seconded by Mr. Stuart to accept the plea. The Motion passed. Ms. Welch gave a statement. A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith and seconded by Mr. Jones to fine Fire Tech Sales Services, LLC d/b/a Fire Tech $200 plus administrative costs contingent upon getting a license within 90 days. The Motion passed. 
c)
Michael Payne, Jr. d/b/a M & D Plumbing, Zachary, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).

Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Michael Payne was present and sworn in. Mr. Payne entered a denial plea. Compliance Director Marianne Sullivan was called to the stand and sworn in. Ms. Sullivan and Mr. Andrishok reviewed the exhibit packet and additional invoices provided, which were filed and admitted into evidence. Mr. Payne made a statement. A Motion was made by Mr. Clouatre and seconded by Mr. Stuart to find Michael Payne, Jr. d/b/a M & D Plumbing not to be in violation. 
4.
Standex International Corporation, Salem, New Hampshire - La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(3) and Rules and Regulations of the Board Sec. 109.

Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by Standex International Corporation. A Motion was made by Mr. Stuart and seconded by Mr. Clouatre to accept the settlement offer. The Motion passed. 
OLD BUSINESS

D.
REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION OF PENALTY:

1. Fusion Construction, Inc., Marrero, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(10).

Mr. Dupuy recused himself. Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations and a background of the case. A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith and seconded by Mr. Jones to suspend the license of Fusion Construction, Inc. until May 3, 2013, which is when the license will be surrendered. If the license is not surrendered by May 3, 2013, there will be an automatic revocation. The Motion passed. 
E.
REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION OF BOARD DECISION:

1.
Eagle Contractors, LLC, Metairie, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2150-2192, Sec. 2158(A)(9) by the 34th Judicial District Court, Div. B, #117-258, St. Bernard Parish, Louisiana, on July 18, 2012. 


This item was removed from the agenda.
G.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:


1.
Report from the Staff – Ms. Dupuy reminded board members of the May 15 deadline for ethics reports.

2.
Building Committee –Mr. McDuff  gave an update on obtaining a generator for the building.

3.
Classification and Testing Committee – Mr. Dupuy will report at another time.

4.
Legislative/Rules and Regulations Committee – Mr. McDuff gave a summary of legislative tracking for this session.

5.
Act 725 Committee – Mr. Meredith had no updates. 

6.
Finance Committee – Mr. Dupuy gave a report of the financials for February. Mr. Dupuy made a Motion to approve the financials as presented, which was seconded by Mr. Clouatre. The Motion passed. Mr. Dupuy made a statement regarding the audit report. Mr. McDuff gave a statement regarding making the application process more efficient.
7.
Residential Building Committee – Mr. Badeaux made a Motion to accept the minutes of the April 3, 2013, Residential Committee Meeting. The Motion was seconded by Mr. Dupuy. The Motion passed.
H.
Consideration of residential applications, home improvement registrations and residential licensure exemptions as listed and attached to the agenda. (Pages 4-10)  

A Motion was made by Mr. Badeaux and seconded by Mr. Dupuy to accept the residential license applications. The Motion passed.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Badeaux and seconded by Mr. Dupuy to accept the home improvement registration applications. The Motion passed. 


A Motion was made by Mr. Badeaux and seconded by Mr. Dupuy to approve the exemption request for Acadiana Construction. The Motion passed.

I.
Consideration of commercial licensure exemptions as listed and attached to the agenda. (Pages 12-13)
A Motion was made by Mr. Dupuy and seconded by Mr. Clouatre to approve the commercial licensure exemptions as listed on pages 12-13 with the exception of ARS Scaffolding & Maintenance, LLC and 3H Enterprises. The Motion passed.

J.
Consideration of mold remediation application as listed and attached to the agenda. (Page 15)
Mr. Badeaux recused himself. A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and seconded by Mr. Stuart to accept the mold remediation application for SJ Investments, LLC. The Motion passed. 
K.
Consideration of additional classifications as listed and attached to the agenda. (Pages 17 & 18)
A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and seconded by Mr. Stuart to accept the additional classifications as listed. The Motion passed.

L.
Consideration of commercial applications as listed and attached to the agenda. 

· Pending All Requirements Being Met  (Pages 20-28)
· Regular Commercial Applications  (Page 29)
Mr. Badeaux recused himself from voting on SJ Investments, LLC.

A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and seconded by Mr. Stuart to approve the commercial applications as listed on pages 20-28. The Motion passed.

A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and seconded by Mr. Dupuy to approve the commercial applications as listed on pages 29. The Motion passed. 
ADJOURNMENT
A Motion was made by Mr. Weston and seconded by Mr. Dupuy to adjourn at 10:55 a.m. The Motion passed.




________________________________________________




Chairman




_________________________________________________




Secretary/Treasurer
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