STATE LICENSING BOARD FOR CONTRACTORS

Commercial board Meeting MINUTES

March 21, 2013
The regular monthly meeting of the Board was called to order by the Chairman at 9:30 a.m. in the Conference Room of the Board’s offices, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  Members of the Board present:


Byron Talbot, Chairman  


Victor Weston, Vice Chairman






Lloyd “Chip” Badeaux


William Clouatre

George Crain, Jr.


Nelson A. “Andy” Dupuy, Jr.

Courtney Fenet, Jr. 

August Gallo, Jr. 

Danny Graham

Kenneth Jones 

Donald G. Lambert

Lee Mallett

Garland Meredith

Christopher Stuart

Art O. Walker was absent. 
Finding a quorum present, the regular order of business began.

Also attending the meeting were: Michael B. McDuff, Executive Director; Judge Darrell White, Retired, Hearing Officer; Murphy J. Foster, Board Attorney; and from the staff, Bobbie Hughes, Brent Templet, Kellie Prudhomme, Nathan Rawls, Doug Traylor, Sharon Fabre, John Dixon, Foster Alessi and Deborah Irwin; Compliance Investigators, Lynwood Allemore, Carl Bourque, Marianne Sullivan, Jessie Wells, Frank Vaughn and Todd Brady; and Kara Kearney, recording the minutes. 
Mr. Andy Dupuy, Jr. led the members and audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Judge Darrell White gave the invocation, introduced himself, and advised those present of his duties.

A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and seconded by Mr. Clouatre to accept the Minutes of the February 21, 2013 regular meeting. The Motion passed.
Mr. McDuff introduced Mr. Ken Naquin, who gave a statement on legislation concerning contractor licensing fees.
NEW BUSINESS
C.
JUDGMENT HEARING(S):
1. Ackel Construction Corporation, New Orleans, Louisiana – La. R.S.  37:2150-2192, Rules and Regulations of the Board Sec. 115(C).
This item was removed from the agenda.
2. Eagle Contractors, LLC, Metairie, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2150-2192, Sec. 2158(A)(9).
Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Roy Gross and attorneys Thomas Cortazzo and John Seago were present. Mr. Seago asked that this hearing be moved to the end of the agenda. When the matter was called again, Mr. Foster gave a statement. Mr. Seago said that an amicable agreement could not be made at this time. The final judgment was filed and admitted as evidence. A Motion was made by Mr. Weston and seconded by Mr. Meredith to give Eagle Contractors, LLC 30 days to settle the matter, or the license will be revoked. The Motion passed.
d.
Compliance Hearing(S): 

1.
a)
River City Builders, Inc., Shreveport, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(4).


Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Brian Allen and attorney Eric Miller were present. Mr. Allen was sworn in and entered a no contest plea. A Motion was made by Mr. Clouatre and seconded by Mr. Jones to accept the plea. The Motion passed. Mr. Miller gave a statement. A Motion was made by Mr. Clouatre and seconded by Mr. Meredith to fine River City Builders, Inc. $500 plus administrative costs. The Motion passed. 

b)
Automated Alarm, Monroe, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).


Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations and presented the settlement offer made by Automated Alarm. A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith and seconded by Mr. Gallo to accept the settlement offer from Automated Alarm. The Motion passed.

2.
a)
Jesse Lynn Smith d/b/a South Ark Equipment Company, Rayville, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).

b)
Larry A. Williams d/b/a South Ark Equipment Company, Rayville, Louisiana –  La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).


Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. There was no one present. 
Ms. Hughes read the settlement offers presented by Jesse Lynn Smith d/b/a South Ark Equipment Company and Larry A. Williams d/b/a South Ark Equipment Company. A Motion was made by Mr. Weston and seconded by Mr. Fenet to accept the settlement offers. The Motion passed.

c) 
Chris Blaylock d/b/a Chris’s Home Improvement, Rayville, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).


Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Chris Blaylock was present and sworn in. Mr. Blaylock entered a not guilty plea. Investigator Jessie Wells was called to the stand for questioning and sworn in. Mr. Foster questioned Mr. Wells about the exhibit packet. The exhibit packet was filed and admitted. Mr. Well’s gave a statement. A Motion was made by Mr. Graham and seconded by Mr. Lambert to find Chris Blaylock d/b/a Chris’s Home Improvement not to be in violation. The Motion passed.
3.
a)
Mapp Construction, LLC, Baton Rouge, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(4).



b)
Skanska USA Building Inc., Parsippany, New Jersey – La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(4).


Mr. Gallo recused himself. Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Attorney Todd Hebert was present for Mapp Construction, LLC, and Jim Clemmensen, Patrick Mullane and attorney Bruce Shreves were present for Skanska USA Building Inc. Ms. Hughes read the settlement offers presented by Mapp Construction, LLC, and Skanska USA Building Inc. Mr. Shreves made a statement. A Motion was made by Mr. Weston and seconded by Mr. Stuart to accept the settlement offers made by Mapp Construction, LLC and Skanska USA Building Inc. The Motion passed after a vote with one objection.

c)
Baker Interactive Services, LLC d/b/a Baker Audio, Norcross, Georgia – La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).


Mr. Gallo recused himself. Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Attorney Paul Kitziger was present. Ms. Hughes read the settlement offer presented by Baker Interactive Services, LLC d/b/a Baker Audio. A Motion was made by Mr. Weston and seconded by Mr. Dupuy to accept the settlement offer made by Baker Interactive Services, LLC d/b/a Baker Audio. The Motion passed.
4.
a)
Arco/Murray National Construction Co., Inc., St. Louis, Missouri – La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(4).

b)
Midwest Fireproofing, LLC, Frankfort, Illinois – La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).


Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Josh Przyborowski was present for Arco/Murray National Construction Co., Inc., and Mark Stemmons was present for Midwest Fireproofing, LLC. Each were sworn in and entered a guilty plea. A Motion was made by Mr. Clouatre and seconded by Mr. Stuart to accept the plea made by Arco/Murray National Construction Co., Inc. The Motion passed. A Motion was made by Mr. Clouatre and seconded by Mr. Stuart to accept the plea made by Midwest Fireproofing, LLC. The Motion passed. Mr. Przyborowski and Mr. Stemmons each gave a statement. A Motion was made by Mr. Weston and seconded by Mr. Meredith to fine Arco/Murray National Construction Co., Inc. $1,000 plus administrative costs. The Motion passed. A Motion was made by Mr. Weston and seconded by Mr. Fenet to fine Midwest Fireproofing, LLC $10,000 plus administrative costs, but if the company obtains a license within 60 days the fine will be reduced to $1,000 plus administrative costs. The Motion passed. 
5.
Rick Gary Plumbing, LLC, Bossier City, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).

Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present. Ms. Hughes read the citation settlement offer for Rick Gary Plumbing, LLC, which was $500 plus administrative costs. A Motion was made by Mr. Stuart and seconded by Mr. Fenet to accept the settlement offer. The Motion passed.
6.
a)
Legends Development, LLC, Lake Charles, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(4).


b)
Vincent Abate d/b/a Abate’s Plumbing, Lake Charles, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).


Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present for either company. Ms. Hughes read the settlement offer presented by Legends Development, LLC, which was $500 plus administrative costs. Ms. Hughes read the settlement offer presented by Vincent Abate d/b/a Abate’s Plumbing. A Motion was made by Mr. Gallo and seconded by Mr. Clouatre to accept each settlement offer. The Motion passed.

OLD BUSINESS

E.
REQUEST FOR DELEGATION OF AUTHORITY: 

1.
a)
Scott Peterson Construction, Inc., Slidell, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(5).

b)
All About Building, Inc., Baton Rouge, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(5).

Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations and Mr. Foster made a statement. A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith and seconded by Mr. Weston to deny the delegation of authority over this matter to the Residential Subcommittee. The Motion passed.
F.
REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION OF PENALTY:

1. Kahler Air Inc., Springdale, Arkansas – La. R.S. 37:2160 (A)(1).
Ms. Hughes read the request for reconsideration of penalty for Kahler Air Inc. A Motion was made by Mr. Gallo and seconded by Mr. Fenet to deny Kahler Air Inc.’s request for reconsideration of penalty. The Motion passed.
G.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:


1.
Report from the Staff – Mr. McDuff gave a report on the new application form and Mr. Dixon gave a presentation.

2.
Building Committee – Mr. Graham had no updates; Mr. Gallo will report at another time.

3.
Classification and Testing Committee – Mr. Dupuy will report at another time.

4.
Legislative/Rules and Regulations Committee – Mr. Gallo had no updates.

5.
Act 725 Committee – Mr. Meredith had no updates. 

6.
Finance Committee – Mr. Dupuy gave a report of the financials for February. Mr. Dupuy made a Motion to approve the financials as presented, which was seconded by Mr. Clouatre. The Motion passed.
7.
Residential Building Committee – Mr. Badeaux made a Motion to accept the minutes of the March 6, 2013, Residential Committee Meeting, with the exception of James Hankins d/b/a Restoration & Building Systems. The Motion was seconded by Mr. Weston. The Motion passed.
H.
Consideration of residential applications, home improvement registrations and residential licensure exemptions as listed and attached to the agenda. (Pages 4-8)  

A Motion was made by Mr. Badeaux and seconded by Mr. Weston to accept the residential license applications. The Motion passed.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Badeaux and seconded by Mr. Weston to accept the home improvement registration applications. The Motion passed. 


A Motion was made by Mr. Badeaux and seconded by Mr. Weston to approve the exemption request for D & R Properties of CENLA, LLC. The Motion passed.

I.
Consideration of commercial licensure exemptions as listed and attached to the agenda. (Pages 10-12)
Mr. Lambert recused himself from Professional Construction Services, Inc.

A Motion was made by Mr. Dupuy and seconded by Mr. Clouatre to approve the commercial licensure exemptions as listed on pages 10-11. The Motion passed.

A Motion was made by Mr. Dupuy and seconded by Mr. Fenet to approve commercial license exemption for Sunora Energy Construction Holdings, LLC. The Motion passed.

A Motion was made by Mr. Dupuy and seconded by Mr. Clouatre to approve exemption requests for applicable waiting periods and examinations for the companies listed. The Motion passed.
A Motion was made by Mr. Dupuy and seconded by Mr. Clouatre to approve exemption requests for Act 725 as listed with the exception of Billy Ray Dew. The Motion passed. 

J.
Consideration of mold remediation application as listed and attached to the agenda. (Page 14)
A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and seconded by Mr. Clouatre to accept the mold remediation application for Doug Selman Builders, LLC. The Motion passed. 
K.
Consideration of additional classifications as listed and attached to the agenda. (Pages 16 & 17)
A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and seconded by Mr. Clouatre to accept the additional classifications as listed. The Motion passed.

L.
Consideration of commercial applications as listed and attached to the agenda. 

· Pending All Requirements Being Met  (Pages 19-28)
· Regular Commercial Applications  (Pages 30-31)
A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and seconded by Mr. Clouatre to approve the commercial applications as listed on pages 19-28. The Motion passed.

A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and seconded by Mr. Clouatre to approve the commercial applications as listed on pages 29-30. The Motion passed. 
ADJOURNMENT
A Motion was made by Mr. Weston and seconded by Mr. Gallo to adjourn at 11:05 a.m. The Motion passed.




________________________________________________




Chairman




_________________________________________________




Secretary/Treasurer
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