 

STATE LICENSING BOARD FOR CONTRACTORS 

Commercial board Meeting

September 15, 2011

The regular monthly meeting of the Board was called to order at 9:30 a.m. in the Conference Room of the Board’s offices, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  Members of the Board present:


Byron Talbot, Chairman


Vic Weston, Vice Chairman


Lloyd “Chip” Badeaux


William Clouatre

George L. Crain, Jr.

Courtney Fenet, Jr. 

August Gallo, Jr. 

Kenneth Jones 

Donald G. Lambert

Lee Mallett

Garland Meredith 

Christopher Stuart  

Art O. Walker, Nelson A. “Andy” Dupuy, Jr. and Danny Graham were absent.
Finding a quorum present, the regular order of business began.

Also attending the meeting were: Michael B. McDuff, Executive Director; Judge Darrell White, Retired, Hearing Officer; Stephanie Laborde, Board Attorney; and from the staff, Bobbie Hughes, Emma Payne, Lori Guthrie, Bertha Jenkins, Kellie Prudhomme, Deborah Irwin, Marc Jones, Doug Traylor, and Sharon Fabre; Compliance Director Brent Templet; Compliance Investigators Marianne Sullivan, Todd Brady, Lynwood Allemore, Chris Verge, and Johnny Rogers; and Keri Dupont, recording the minutes.

Chairman Talbot led the members and audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Judge Darrell White gave the invocation. 

Judge Darrell White then introduced himself, and advised those present of his duties.

A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and was seconded by Mr. Clouatre and Mr. Weston to accept the Minutes of the August 18th, 2011 regular meeting.  The Motion passed. 

Michael McDuff introduced special guests, Steven Monachello, with the Department of Homeland Security,  Don Griffin, Bill Croft and Trent Pardon, with the Office of Community Development, and Mike Dickenson, with the Department of Justice.   
NEW BUSINESS

QUALIFYING PARTY HEARING(S): 

Martin Construction, Inc. of Alabama 


Ms. Laborde read the allegations against Martin Construction, Inc. of Alabama and asked if there was a representative present.  There was no response.    

A Motion was made by Mr. Clouatre which was seconded by Mr. Weston to revoke the License of Martin Construction, Inc. of Alabama.  The Motion passed.  

 North American Energy Services Company
Ms. Laborde read the allegations against North American Energy Services Company and asked if there was a representative present.  
There was no response.    

A Motion was made by Mr. Clouatre which was seconded by Mr. Gallo to revoke the License of North American Energy Services Company.  The Motion passed.  
Texas Brine Company, LLC 

Information has been provided.
United Fire and Water Damage Restoration, Inc.
Ms. Laborde read the allegations against United Fire and Water Damage Restoration, Inc. and asked if there was a representative present.  Mr. Kevin Hussey appeared, and was sworn in, and made a statement.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Clouatre which was seconded by Mr. Weston to give United Fire and Water Damage Restoration, Inc. 60 days to provide a qualifying party.  The Motion passed.  
Compliance Hearing(S): 


Brasfield & Gorrie, LLC 

Ms. Hughes read the allegations against Brasfield & Gorrie, LLC, and informed the committee of a settlement offer.   Mr. Bruce Shreves, attorney, appeared on behalf of Brasfield & Gorrie, LLC. 
 

A Motion was made by Mr. Weston and was seconded by Mr. Fenet to accept the settlement offer.  The Motion passed.  

M&R Builders, LLC

Ms. Hughes read the allegations against M&R Builders, LLC, and informed the committee of a settlement offer. 

A Motion was made by Mr. Weston and was seconded by Mr. Clouatre to accept the settlement offer.  The Motion passed.  


Quad States Construction, LLC 

Ms. Hughes read the allegations against Quad States Construction, LLC, and informed the committee of a settlement offer. 

A Motion was made by Mr. Weston and was seconded by Mr. Stuart to accept the settlement offer.  The Motion passed.  


Augustino Brothers, Inc.

Ms. Hughes read the allegations against Augustino Brothers, Inc. and asked if a representative was present.  There was no representative present.
   

Ms. Laborde called Marianne Sullivan, Investigator, to the stand and she was sworn in.  Ms. Laborde reviewed the exhibit book with Ms. Sullivan and asked that it be entered into the record.  Judge White accepted it into the record. 


A Motion was made by Mr. Weston and was seconded by Mr. Gallo to find Augustino Brothers, Inc. in violation.  The Motion passed.


A Motion was made by Mr. Weston and was seconded by Mr. Gallo to revoke the license of Augustino Brothers, Inc.  The Motion passed.  

KT Tanks

Ms. Hughes read the allegations against KT Tanks, and asked if a representative was present.  Mr. Carson Thurston, appeared on behalf of KT Tanks, was sworn in, and admitted the allegations.   

Mr. Clouatre made a Motion which was seconded by Mr. Stuart to accept the plea.  The Motion passed.  

Mr. Thurston made a statement to the Board.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Clouatre and was seconded by Mr. Fenet to fine KT Tanks $10,000 plus court costs.  However, it will be reduced to $1500 plus court costs if a license is obtained within 60 days.  The Motion passed.  

Maurice Roy Hurst and The Olympic Group, LLC
Ms. Hughes read the allegations against Maurice Roy Hurst and The Olympic Group, LLC and asked if a representative was present.  Mr. Douglas Sunseri, attorney, appeared on behalf of Maurice Roy Hurst and The Olympic Group, LLC.  Mr. Maurice Hurst, was sworn in and denied the allegations. 
Ms. Laborde called Mr. Johnny Rogers, Investigator, to the stand where he was sworn in.  Ms. Laborde reviewed the exhibit book with Mr. Rogers, and asked that it be entered into the record.  Judge White accepted the exhibit book into record.  Ms. Laborde called Mr. Brent Templet, Compliance Director, to the stand and he was sworn in. 
A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and was seconded by Mr. Jones to dismiss the matter against Maurice Roy Hurst and The Olympic Group, LLC.  The Motion failed.
A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith and was seconded by Mr. Weston to find Maurice 
Roy Hurst and The Olympic Group, LLC. in violation.   The Motion passed.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Meredith and was seconded by Mr. Fenet to fine Maurice 
Roy Hurst and The Olympic Group, LLC. court costs and 6 months probation. The Motion passed.  
Celebrity Contractors, Inc.
Ms. Laborde read the allegations against Celebrity Contractors, Inc., and asked if a 
representative was present.   Mr. Greg Husky appeared and was sworn in.  Mr. Husky admitted the allegations. 
Ms. Laborde called Mr. Brent Templet, Compliance Director, to the stand. Ms. Laborde reviewed the exhibit book with Mr. Templet, and asked that it be entered into the record for penalty purposes only.  Judge White accepted the exhibit book into the record. 
A Motion was made by Mr. Weston and was seconded by Mr. Clouatre to find Celebrity Contractors, Inc. in violation, to access a six month probationary period and court costs. The Motion passed. 
Coastal Shoring, LLC

Ms. Laborde read the allegations against Coastal Shoring, LLC, and asked if a representative was present.  Mr. Lambert recused himself.  Mr. Aaron Broussard, attorney, appeared on behalf of Coastal Shoring, LLC and denied the allegations.  Mr. Jerel Kershenstine and Ms. Brandi Heffron were present on behalf of Coastal Shoring, LLC and sworn in.

Ms. Laborde called Mr. Brent Templet, Compliance Director, to the stand. Ms. Laborde reviewed the exhibit book with Mr. Templet, and asked that it be entered into the record.  Judge White accepted the exhibit book into record.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Weston and was seconded by Mr. Gallo to find Coastal Shoring, LLC in violation, and to access court costs and 90 days of probation. The Motion passed.  

Lockett Construction Company, Inc.
Ms. Laborde read the allegations against Lockett Construction Company, Inc. and asked if a representative was present.  Mr. John Lockett was present, sworn in, and denied the allegations.

Ms. Laborde called Mr. Brent Templet, Compliance Director, to the stand.  Ms. Laborde reviewed the exhibit book with Mr. Templet, and asked that it be entered into the record.  Judge White accepted the exhibit book into record.  

Mr. John Lockett changed his plea and admitted the allegations against him.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Clouatre and was seconded by Mr. Meredith to accept the plea.  The Motion passed.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Clouatre and was seconded by Mr. Meredith to find Lockett Construction Company, Inc. in violation, and to access a fine of $3000, court costs and 6 months of probation. The Motion passed.  
Rubion Construction Company, Inc.
Ms. Laborde read the allegations against Rubion Construction Company, Inc. and asked if a representative was present.  Mr. Dennis Rubion and Mr. Justin Rubion were present, sworn in, and denied the allegations against each of them. 

 Ms. Laborde called Mr. Brent Templet, Compliance Director, to the stand.  Ms. Laborde reviewed the exhibit book with Mr. Templet, and asked that it be entered into the record.  Judge White accepted the exhibit book into record.  

Mr. Dennis Rubion asked that additional documents be entered into the record.  Judge White accepted the documents.   

A Motion was made by Mr. Weston and was seconded by Mr. Stuart to find Rubion Construction Company, Inc. in violation.  The Motion failed.  The Motion was withdrawn.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and was seconded by Mr. Jones to dismiss the allegations against Rubion Construction Company, inc. The Motion passed.  
The Motion passed, with objections by Mr. Weston, Mr. Meredith and Mr. Gallo.  

Davie Shoring, Inc.

Ms. Laborde read the allegations against Davie Shoring, Inc. and asked if a representative was present.  
Mr. Pat Davie and Mr. Tom Harrelson were present, sworn in and each denied the allegations. 
Ms. Laborde called Mr. Brent Templet, Compliance Director, to the stand.  Ms. Laborde reviewed the exhibit book with Mr. Templet, and asked that it be entered into the record.  Judge White accepted the exhibit book into record.  
Mr. Pat Davie and Mr. Tom Harrelson made a statement to the Board and changed their plea, admitting the allegations against Davie Shoring, Inc.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Clouatre and was seconded by Mr. Stuart to accept the plea, and to fine Davie Shoring, Inc. court costs and 6 months probation.  The Motion passed.    

Pelican Shoring, LLC
Ms. Laborde read the allegations against Pelican Shoring, LLC, and asked if a representative was present.  

Mr. Jon Steele, attorney, appeared on behalf of Pelican Shoring, LLC and denied the allegations.   
Ms. Laborde called Mr. Brent Templet, Compliance Director, to the stand.  Ms. Laborde reviewed the exhibit book with Mr. Templet, and asked that it be entered into the record.  Judge White accepted the exhibit book into record.  

Mr. Wuilmer Manzanares made a statement to the Board.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Stuart and was seconded by Mr. Gallo to find Pelican Shoring, LLC in violation, and to access court costs and 120 days of probation. The Motion passed.  

J.A.C. Builders, LLC
Ms. Laborde read the allegations against J.A.C. Builders, LLC, and asked if a representative was present.  

Mr. John Anthony Clark, owner, appeared on behalf of J.A.C. Builders, LLC, was sworn in and denied the allegations.   

Ms. Laborde called Mr. Brent Templet, Compliance Director, to the stand. Ms. Laborde reviewed the exhibit book with Mr. Templet, and asked that it be entered into the record.  Judge White accepted the exhibit book into record.  

Mr. John Anthony Clark made a statement to the Board.  

A Motion was made by Mr. Weston and was seconded by Mr. Lambert to find J.A.C. Builders, LLC in violation, and to assess court costs and 120 days of probation. The Motion passed.  

J-Con, Inc. 

Ms. Laborde read the allegations against J-Con, Inc., and asked if a representative was present.  Mr. Greg McCrocklin, appeared on behalf of J-Con, Inc., was sworn in, and denied the allegations.   

Ms. Laborde called Mr. Brent Templet, Compliance Director, to the stand.  Ms. Laborde reviewed exhibit book with Mr. Templet, and asked that it be entered into the record. Judge White accepted the exhibit book into record.  

Mr. Greg McCrocklin made a statement to the Board.  


A Motion was made by Mr. Weston and was seconded by Mr. Lambert to dismiss the allegations. The Motion passed. 

Act 725 – Settlement Offer(S):


Red’s Plumbing

Amber Construction Co., Inc.

Cheyenne Electric, Inc

John’s Plumbing Service
Allstates Building Systems, Inc

A Motion was made by Mr. Gallo and was seconded by Mr. Meredith to accept the Act 725 Settlement Offers.  The Motion passed.  


old BUSINESS 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Report from the Staff:

Mr. McDuff made a brief statement regarding the Agenda items and introduced two new investigators, Chris Verges and Mr. Ronnie Lewis.   
Building Committee: 

Mr. McDuff briefed the Board on the SLBC’s Building dedication ceremony to be held on November 17, 2011.
Classification and Testing Committee:
No Report.  

Legislative/Rules and Regulations Committee:

Mr. Gallo briefed the Board on a few changes that were made to the Rules and 
Regulations of the Board. 

Mr. Gallo made a Motion to approve the changes, which was seconded by Mr. Meredith.  The Motion passed.  
Act 725 Committee:

No report. 
Finance Committee:
A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert to accept the financial report as submitted.  Mr. Fenet seconded the Motion.  The Motion passed.     

Residential Building Committee:

Mr. Jones made a Motion to accept and ratify the actions of the Residential Committee, which was seconded by Mr. Clouatre.  The Motion passed.  

Consideration of residential applications, home improvement registrations, and residential exemptions as listed and attached to the agenda. (Pages 5-8)  
A Motion was made by Mr. Clouatre and was seconded by Mr. Stuart to approve the residential applications.  

The Motion passed.  


A Motion was made by Mr. Clouatre and was seconded by Mr. Stuart to approve the home 
improvement registrations.  The Motion passed.  


A Motion was made by Mr. Clouatre and was seconded by Mr. Stuart to approve the residential exemptions.  


The Motion passed.  

Consideration of commercial licensure exemptions as listed and attached to the agenda. (Pages 10-12)

A Motion was made by Mr. Clouatre and was seconded by Mr. Fenet to accept the commercial 
licensure exemptions.  The Motion passed.  

Consideration of commercial applications to be approved-pending all requirements met. (Page 14)

A Motion was made by Mr. Clouatre and was seconded by Mr. Fenet to approve the commercial applications.   

The Motion passed.

Consideration of commercial applications to be approved – per Act 725. (Page 16)

A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and was seconded by Mr. Meredith to accept the commercial licensure exemptions.  The Motion passed.

Consideration of additional classifications as listed and attached to the agenda. (Pages 18-19) 

A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and was seconded by Mr. Meredith to accept the additional classifications. The Motion passed.

Consideration of commercial applications as listed and attached to the agenda.
· Pending All Requirements Being Met (Pages 21-28)
· Regular Commercial Applications  (Pages 29-30)
A Motion was made by Mr. Lambert and was seconded by Mr. Meredith to approve the commercial applications.  The Motion passed.
ADJOURNMENT

A Motion was made by Mr. Walker and was seconded by Mr. Fenet to Adjourn.  The Motion passed.
The meeting adjourned at 1:44 p.m.

Chairman

Secretary-Treasurer
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