STATE LICENSING BOARD FOR CONTRACTORS

RESIDENTIAL BUILDING COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

September 4, 2013
The regular monthly meeting of the Residential Building Committee was called to order by the Chairman at 9:30 a.m. in Conference Room of the Board’s offices, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  

Members of the Committee present:

Lloyd “Chip” Badeaux, Chairman  







Nick Castjohn








Karon “Kay” Gibson








William “Billy” Ward, Jr. 







Wesley L. “Wes” Wyman, Jr.


Mr. Lee Mallett and Ms. Jodi C. Penn were absent.
There being a quorum present, the regular order of business was called.

Also attending the meeting were:  Michael McDuff, Executive Director, Judy Dupuy, Board Administrator; Judge Darrell White, Retired, Hearing Officer; John Andrishok, Board Attorney; and from the staff, Nathan Rawls, Bobbie Hughes, Emma Payne, John Dixon, Kristin Tullier, Tricia Wood, and Sharon Fabre; Compliance Director Marianne Sullivan; compliance investigators Tommy Mimnaugh, Charles Pellegrin, William Valentine, Charmel Peterson, Leann Evans, Carl Bourque, Lynwood Allemore; and Kara Kearney, recording the minutes.

Mr. Ward led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Judge Darrell White gave the invocation.  

Ms. Gibson made a motion to accept the Minutes of the August 7, 2013 Residential Building Committee Meeting, and Mr. Ward seconded. The motion passed. 

Mr. McDuff introduced James Henry with the Louisiana Department of Insurance.
NEW BUSINESS 

C.
INSURANCE HEARING(S):
Residential Building, and Home Improvement; General Liability & Workers’ Compensation –La. R.S. 2150–2192, 2186(B)(6), 2189(A)(7) and Rules and Regulations of the Board Section 1503(D).

Christopher Hollins; Eagle 4031 Enterprises, LLC; Firm Holdings, LLC; Michael G. Demoran, Jr.; Quigley Construction, LLC; Rizo Home Improvement, LLC; and Ward Elmo Bryant, Jr.
Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. LSLBC applications staff member Emma Payne was called to the stand and sworn in. Ms. Payne gave a statement regarding the insurance status for these contractors.  Christopher Hollins was present, sworn in and gave a statement regarding his insurance coverage. Ms. Gibson made a motion to suspend Christopher Hollins’ license until the proper insurance documents are submitted and dismiss any licensing fees associated with the lapse in coverage, and Mr. Wyman seconded. The motion passed. 

No one was present for Eagle 4031 Enterprises, LLC; Firm Holdings, LLC; Michael G. Demoran, Jr.; Quigley Construction, LLC; Rizo Home Improvement, LLC; and Ward Elmo Bryant, Jr. Ms. Gibson made a motion to suspend the license and issue a cease and desist order until the proper insurance documents are submitted. Mr. Ward seconded, and the motion passed.
D.
COMPLIANCE HEARING(S):

1. C. Eliot Thomas Construction Co., LLC, Frierson, Louisiana -  La. R.S. 37:2167(A).
Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. Eliot Thomas was present, sworn in and entered a no contest plea. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to accept the no contest plea, and Mr. Wyman seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Thomas gave a statement. Mr. Ward made a motion to issue a cease and desist order and fine C. Eliot Thomas Construction Co., LLC $18,000 plus administrative costs, reduced to $3,000 if licensed within 90 days. Mr. Castjohn seconded, and the motion passed.
2. Boot Home Improvement, LLC, Denham Springs, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2175.2 (E)(3).
Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present for Boot Home Improvement, LLC. Investigator Leann Evans was called to the stand and sworn in for review of the exhibits. Mr. Andrishok filed the exhibit packet into evidence and it was admitted. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to find Boot Home Improvement, LLC to be in violation, and Ms. Gibson seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to fine Boot Home Improvement, LLC the maximum fine of $7,076.37 plus administrative costs and issue a cease and desist order. Ms. Gibson seconded, and the motion passed.
3. Roofing Restoration, LLC, Baton Rouge, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1).
Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by Roofing Restoration, LLC. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to accept the settlement offer, and Mr. Wyman seconded. The motion passed.
4. Randy Johnson d/b/a Johnson Construction, Lafayette, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1).
Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. Randy Johnson was present, sworn in and entered a plea of admission. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to accept the plea, and Ms. Gibson seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Johnson gave a statement. Mr. Ward made a motion to fine Randy Johnson d/b/a Johnson Construction $500 plus administrative costs, reduced to $250 plus administrative costs if licensed within 90 days. Mr. Castjohn seconded, and the motion passed.
5. Levy M. Guidry, Houma, Louisiana - R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1).
Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. Levy Guidry was present, sworn in and entered a plea of admission. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to accept the plea, and Ms. Gibson seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Guidry gave a statement and submitted a document, which was filed and admitted into evidence. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to issue a cease and desist order and fine Levy M. Guidry $750 plus administrative costs, reduced to $250 plus administrative costs if licensed within 90 days. Mr. Ward seconded, and the motion passed.
6. Benjamin James d/b/a Demolitions by Daddy-O, New Orleans, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1).
This matter was continued. 
7. Lacombe Roofing and Renovations LLC, Madisonville, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1).
Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. Glen Lacombe was present on behalf of Lacombe Roofing and Renovations LLC and sworn in. Mr. Lacombe entered a no contest plea. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to accept the plea, and Mr. Wyman seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Lacombe gave a statement and a settlement offer. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to fine Lacombe Roofing and Renovations LLC $750 plus administrative costs plus administrative costs, reduced to $250 if licensed within 90 days. Mr. Ward seconded, and the motion passed.
8. Scott and Womack, Inc., Baton Rouge, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1).
Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present on behalf of Scott and Womack, Inc. Ms. Evans was called to the stand to review the exhibits. Mr. Andrishok filed the exhibit packet into evidence, and it was admitted. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to find Scott and Womack, Inc. to be in violation, and Mr. Ward seconded. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to issue a cease and desist order and fine Scott and Womack, Inc. the maximum fine plus administrative costs. Ms. Gibson seconded, and the motion passed.
9. Anthony Granite d/b/a Anthony’s Construction, Prairieville, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1).
Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. Anthony Granite and homeowner Don Willingham were present and sworn in. Mr. Granite entered a no contest plea. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to accept the plea, and Ms. Gibson seconded. The motion passed. Each party gave a statement. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to fine Anthony Granite d/b/a Anthony’s Construction the maximum fine plus administrative costs, reduced to $250 plus administrative costs if licensed within 30 days. Ms. Gibson seconded, and the motion passed.

10. Star Renovation, LLC, Kenner, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1).
This matter was continued.
11. DMS General Construction, LLC, New Orleans, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1).
Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. Homeowners Yolanda and Troy Prout were present and sworn in. No one was present on behalf of DMS General Construction, LLC. Ms. Evans was called to the stand to review the exhibits. Mr. Andrishok filed the exhibit packet into evidence, and it was admitted. Ms. Gibson made a motion to fine DMS General Construction, LLC to be in violation, and Mr. Castjohn seconded. The motion passed. Ms. Gibson made a motion to fine DMS General Construction, LLC the maximum fine plus administrative costs and issue a cease and desist order. Mr. Castjohn seconded, and the motion passed. 
OLD BUSINESS

E.
COMPLIANCE HEARING/CONTINUANCE(S):

1.
a)
Clifford Bernard Williams, LaPlace, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(3) and Rules and Regulations Section 101.


Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present on behalf of Clifford Bernard Williams. Investigator Carl Bourque was called to the stand and sworn in for review of the exhibits. Mr. Andrishok file the exhibit packet, and it was admitted into evidence. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to find Clifford Bernard Williams to be in violation, and Mr. Ward seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Ward made a motion to fine Clifford Bernard Williams the maximum fine plus administrative costs and suspend the license, and drop the fine to administrative costs only if Mr. Williams complies with the subpoena for records within 72 hours. Mr. Castjohn seconded, and the motion passed.

b)
B.E. Construction, LLC, Avondale, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(3) and Rules and Regulations Section 101.


This matter was removed from the agenda.
2. 
The Olympic Group, LLC, Metairie, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(9).

Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. Maurice Hurst and attorney Todd Hebert were present on behalf of The Olympic Group, LLC. Homeowners Anne and Jonathan McLaughlin were also present. All parties were sworn in. Mr. Hurst entered a plea of no contest and presented a settlement offer. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to accept the plea, and Ms. Gibson seconded. The motion passed. Ms. McLaughlin gave a statement and presented additional documents, which were filed. Investigator Lynwood Allemore was called to the stand and sworn in to give testimony. Mr. Ward made a motion to accept the settlement offer presented by The Olympic Group, LLC and continue the probation that is already in place. Mr. Castjohn seconded, and the motion passed.
3.
Trans Unlimited, LLC, Baton Rouge, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2167(A), 2158(A,3) and Rules and Regulation Section 1503 (D).

Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. Attorney Lee Herrington was present on behalf of Trans Unlimited, LLC and presented a settlement offer, which included a no contest plea. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to accept the settlement offer, and Mr. Wyman seconded. The motion passed. 
4.
Michael P. D’Agostino d/b/a M.P.D. Contractors, Inc., St. Clair Shores, Michigan - La. R.S. 37:2167(A).

This matter was continued.

5.
Property Enhancements of LA, LLC, Covington, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1).

This matter was continued.

6. 
Zeigler Builders, LLC, Brittany, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1).

This item was removed for lack of service.
7.
Robert Milliet, Kenner, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1).

Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. Robert Milliet was not present. Homeowners Beth and Dwayne Bourgeois were present and sworn in. Ms. Evans was called to the stand for review of the exhibits. Mr. Andrishok filed the exhibit packet into evidence and it was admitted. Mr. Bourgeois gave a statement. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to find Robert Milliet to be in violation, and Ms. Gibson seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to fine Robert Milliet the maximum fine plus administrative costs, issue a cease and desist order, and forward the case to the Louisiana Workforce Commission and the Attorney General’s Office. Ms. Gibson seconded, and the motion passed.
8.
Ezekiel Hurd d/b/a Hurd Eagle, Inc., Duncanville, Texas - La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1).

Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. Ezekiel Hurd was present and sworn in. Mr. Hurd entered a no contest plea. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to accept the no contest plea, and Mr. Wyman seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Hurd gave a statement. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to fine Ezekiel Hurd d/b/a Hurd Eagle, Inc. $3,500 plus administrative costs, reduced to $500 plus administrative costs if licensed within 90 days. Mr. Wyman seconded, and the motion passed. 

F.
REQUEST FOR REHEARING/RECONSIDERATION OF PENATLY:


1. Songy and Sons Enterprise, LLC, Denham Springs, Louisiana –La. R.S. 37:2175.2 (E)(3).
Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations and the previous penalty. Nathan Songy was present on behalf of Songy and Sons Enterprise, LLC. Also present were homeowners Martha and Gilbert Delatte, Paula Anderson, Jerri Corbett, and Cindy Cochran. All parties were sworn in. Mr. Ward made a motion to grant the rehearing, and Ms. Gibson seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Andrishok filed a final judgment into evidence, and it was admitted. Mr. Songy entered a denial plea on all four charges and gave a statement. Mr. Andrishok filed and introduced all previous testimony into evidence, and it was admitted with Mr. Songy’s objection. Mr. Songy called Mr. Bourque and Ms. Evans to the stand for questioning. Mr. Songy submitted additional documents into evidence, and they were admitted. 

Mr. Ward made a motion to sustain the previous penalty, and Ms. Gibson seconded. The motion failed to pass after a vote. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to uphold the previous ruling regarding Songy and Sons Enterprise, LLC, with the exception of license revocation, impose a suspension pending the outcome of the pending judgment, and issue a fine of $11,179.97 plus administrative costs. Mr. Wyman seconded, and the motion passed. 
G.
Consideration of new applications for residential building construction license to be approved pending as listed and attached to the agenda. (Pages 5)

Mr. Castjohn made a motion to approve the residential applications as listed on the agenda, and Ms. Gibson seconded. The motion passed.
H.
Consideration of new applications for home improvement registration as listed and attached to the agenda. (Pages 6 - 8)

Ms. Gibson made a motion to approve the home improvement applications as listed on the agenda, and Mr. Wyman seconded. The motion passed. 
ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 12:40 p.m.  




_______________________________________________________________





Chairman





_______________________________________________________________





Vice Chairman
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