STATE LICENSING BOARD FOR CONTRACTORS

Commercial board

Meeting MINUTES
September 21, 2017
The regular meeting of the Commercial Board was called to order by the Vice Chairman, William J. Clouatre, on Thursday, September 21, 2017 at 9:33 a.m. at 2525 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.
Members of the Board present:
William J. Clouatre, Vice Chairman


Lloyd “Chip” Badeaux

Nelson A. “Andy” Dupuy, Jr.

August Gallo, Jr.

Danny R. Graham

Kenneth Jones

Donald G. Lambert

Garland Meredith

Christopher N. Stuart
Byron Talbot
Victor Weston

Lee Mallett, Chairman; N.R. “Noah” Broussard; Courtney Fenet, Jr.; and Jaclyn S. Hotard were absent. Finding a quorum present, the regular order of business began.
Also attending the meeting were: Michael B. McDuff, Executive Director; Judy Dupuy, Board Administrator; Judge Darrell White, Retired, Hearing Officer; Stephanie Laborde, Board Attorney; and from the staff, Leann Evans, Nathan Rawls, Brent Templet, Lowana Cola, Emma Payne, Elaine Riggins, and John Dixon; Compliance Brad Hassert, Compliance Director; Compliance Investigators, Scott Corley, Frank Vaughn, Jessica Jones, William Collins and Marianne Sullivan; and Tarah Revette recording the minutes. 
Mr. Lambert led the members and audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.  
Judge Darrell White gave the invocation, introduced himself, and advised those present of his duties.

Mr. Lambert made a motion to allow staff to amend the Minutes of the August 17, 2017 regular meeting under agenda item J. where a clerical error was made and to accept the amended Minutes of the August 17, 2017 regular meeting. Mr. Weston seconded. The motion passed.
Mr. McDuff introduced guest Corey Morgan with Louisiana Economic Development (LED).
LSLBC recognized Louisiana Economic Development (LED) and the Louisiana Community and Technical College System (LCTCS) for their partnership with LSLBC. Through their joint efforts, these agencies formed the Louisiana Contractors Accreditation Institute (LCAI). LSLBC along with their partners LED and LCTCS were awarded the NASCLA Innovation in Regulation Award. Business Development Officer, Corey Morgan was present to accept the award on behalf of LED.

NEW BUSINESS
D.
JUDGMENTS:
1.
Flatline Concrete, LLC, Denham Springs, Louisiana –  La. R.S. 37:2150-2192, 2158(A)(8) and (A)(9), 2156.1(D)(1) and Section 115 of the Board’s Rules and Regulations

Ms. Dupuy gave a summary of the allegations. Attorney Teresa Cop was present on behalf of the creditor, Pelican Construction Supplies of Baton Rouge, LLC. Ms. Cop reported to the board that the company has not adhered to the payment plan that was agreed upon by all parties. Mr. Talbot made a motion to give FLATLINE CONCRETE, LLC 30 days to pay the balance of the judgment and failure to do so within 30 days will result in automatic revocation of the license by staff.  Mr. Gallo seconded. The motion passed.
E.
Compliance HearingS: 
Leann Evans, Compliance Supervisor, was sworn in.
1. Matters 1a and 1b were consolidated.

a) ABC Civil Constructors, Inc., Baton Rouge, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(5)
b)
Dane Dunaway d/b/a ABC Constructors/HHR, Baton Rouge, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2175.3(A)(1)
Ms. Evans gave a summary of the allegations. Dane Dunaway and Wardell Kinard were present on behalf of ABC CIVIL CONSTRUCTORS, INC. Dane Dunaway was also present on behalf of DANE DUNAWAY D/B/A ABC CONSTRUCTORS/HHR. Mr. Dunaway and Mr. Kinard were both sworn in. Mr. Dunaway entered a no contest plea for ABC CIVIL CONSTRUCTORS, INC. Mr. Jones made a motion to accept the plea. Mr. Talbot seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Dunaway entered a no contest plea for DANE DUNAWAY D/B/A ABC CONSTRUCTORS/HHR. Mr. Jones made a motion to accept the plea. Mr. Gallo seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Dunaway gave a statement regarding these matters. The board questioned Mr. Dunaway. Mr. Weston made a motion to assess $1000 plus $500 in administrative costs to ABC CIVIL CONSTRUCTORS, INC. and to allow the fine to be reduced to $500 in administrative costs only if Dane Dunaway obtains a license in his own name or is added as a qualifying party to the company’s existing license. Mr. Gallo seconded. The motion passed.
2. a)
Rhodes Properties and Development, LLC, Natchitoches, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(4)
Ms. Evans gave a summary of the allegations. Justin Rhodes was present on behalf of RHODES PROPERTIES AND DEVELOPMENT, LLC and was sworn in. Mr. Rhodes entered a no contest plea. Mr. Weston made a motion to accept the plea. Mr. Stuart seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Rhodes gave a statement regarding this matter. Investigator William Collins was called to the stand and was sworn in. Mr. Collins provided testimony to the board. The board questioned Mr. Rhodes. Mr. Talbot made a motion to assess the maximum fine plus $500 in administrative costs and to place the company on a 6 month probation Mr. Weston seconded. The motion passed.
b)
Vic-D Construction Co., Inc., Crowley, Texas – La. R.S. 2160(A)(1)
Ms. Evans gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present on behalf of VIC-D CONSTRUCTION CO., INC. Investigator William Collins, who was previously sworn in, was called to the stand. Mr. Collins reviewed the exhibit packet and provided testimony to the board. Ms. Laborde entered the exhibit packet into evidence and it was admitted. Mr. Rhodes provided testimony regarding this matter. Mr. Talbot made a motion to find VIC-D CONSTRUCTION CO., INC. to be in violation. Mr. Dupuy seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Talbot made a motion to assess the maximum fine plus $500 in administrative costs. Mr. Weston seconded. The motion passed with one objection from Mr. Badeaux.
3. a)
Mitchell Buildings, LLC, Singer, Louisiana – La.  R.S.37:2158(A)(3)(4) and Rules and Regulations Section 115
Ms. Evans gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present on behalf of MITCHELL BUILDINGS, LLC. Investigator Frank Vaughn was called to the stand and was sworn in. Mr. Vaughn reviewed the exhibit packet and provided testimony to the board. Ms. Laborde entered the exhibit packet into evidence and it was admitted. Mr. Talbot made a motion to find MITCHELL BUILDINGS, LLC to be in violation. Mr. Dupuy seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Talbot made a motion to assess the maximum fine plus $500 in administrative costs. Mr. Graham seconded. The motion passed.
b)
Rodney Kershaw, Lake Charles, Louisiana – La. R.S. 2160(A)(1)
Ms. Evans gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by RODNEY KERSHAW. Mr. Talbot made a motion to accept the settlement offer as presented, which included a no contest plea. Mr. Gallo seconded. The motion passed. 

4. Englewood Construction, Inc. of Louisiana, Lemont, Illinois – La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(4)
Ms. Evans gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by ENGLEWOOD CONSTRUCTION, INC. OF LOUISIANA. Mr. Talbot made a motion to accept the settlement offer as presented, which included a no contest plea. Mr. Graham seconded. The motion passed.  
5. William Riley Roberson d/b/a Covenant Networking Solutions, Prosper, Texas – La. R.S. 2160(A)(1)
Ms. Evans gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present on behalf of WILLIAM RILEY ROBERSON D/B/A COVENANT NETWORKING SOLUTIONS. Investigator Jessica Jones was called to the stand and was sworn in. Ms. Jones reviewed the exhibit packet and provided testimony to the board. Ms. Laborde entered the exhibit packet into evidence and it was admitted. Mr. Talbot made a motion to find WILLIAM RILEY ROBERSON D/B/A COVENANT NETWORKING SOLUTIONS to be in violation. Mr. Dupuy seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Talbot made a motion to assess the maximum fine plus $500 in administrative costs. Mr. Graham seconded. The motion passed.
6. Buy-A-Buddy, L.L.C., Lake Charles, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2160 (A)(1)
Ms. Evans gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present on behalf of BUY-A-BUDDY, L.L.C. Investigator Frank Vaughn, who was previously sworn, was called to the stand. Mr. Vaughn reviewed the exhibit packet and provided testimony to the board. Ms. Laborde entered the exhibit packet into evidence and it was admitted. Mr. Talbot made a motion to find BUY-A-BUDDY, L.L.C. to be in violation. Mr. Stuart seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Talbot made a motion to assess the maximum fine plus $500 in administrative costs. Mr. Gallo seconded. The motion passed.
7. Prime Contractors, Inc., Powder Springs, Georgia – La. R.S. 37:2160 (A)(1)
Ms. Evans gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by PRIME CONTRACTORS, INC. Mr. Lambert made a motion to accept the settlement offer as presented, which included a no contest plea. Mr. Gallo seconded. The motion passed.
F. STATUTORY CITATIONS R.S. 37:21621:

Ms. Evans presented the statutory citations. Mr. Gallo made a motion to accept the statutory citations as presented. Mr. Jones seconded. The motion passed.
OLD BUSINESS

G. REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION OF PENALTY:

1.
Slate Specialties, LLC, Alexandria, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2158 (A) (3) and Rules and Regulations Section 101
Ms. Evans gave a summary of the allegations and the previous action taken by the board regarding this matter. William Anderson was present on behalf of SLATE SPECIALTIES, LLC and was sworn in. Mr. Badeaux made a motion to reconsider the penalty assessed at the January 19, 2017 Commercial Meeting. Mr. Talbot seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Anderson gave a statement regarding this matter. The board questioned Mr. Anderson. Investigator Frank Vaughn, who was previously sworn in, was called to the stand. Mr. Vaughn provided testimony to the board. Mr. Stuart made a motion to reinstate the commercial license for SLATE SPECIALTIES, LLC. Mr. Lambert seconded. The motion passed.
H. REQUEST FOR JUDGMENT RECONSIDERATION OF PENALTY:
1. Spark Electric, A/C, Heating & Gas, LLC, Slidell, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2150-2192, (A)(8) and (A)(9), 2156.1(D)(1) and Section 115 of the Board’s Rules and Regulations
Ms. Dupuy gave a summary of the allegations and the previous action taken by the board regarding this matter. Ms. Dupuy also stated that the company has changed their name to SPARK OPERATION & HEAVY GENERAL CONSTRUCTION, LLC. Kevin Williams was present on behalf of SPARK OPERATION & HEAVY GENERAL CONSTRUCTION, LLC; formerly known as SPARK ELECTRIC, A/C, HEATING & GAS, LLC and was sworn in. Mr. Lambert made a motion to reconsider the penalty previously assessed at the January 21, 2016 Commercial Meeting. Mr. Graham seconded. The motion passed. The board questioned Mr. Williams. Mr. Lambert made a motion to reinstate the commercial license for SPARK OPERATION & HEAVY GENERAL CONSTRUCTION, LLC. Mr. Jones seconded. The motion passed.
I.
REPORTS:

1.
Staff Reports – Ms. Dupuy reminded the board that the November commercial meeting will be held on November 15, 2017.

2.
Building Report –Mr. Graham provided an update on the proposed new building for the agency. Mr. Dupuy updated the board as to the estimated cost of the project. Mr. Graham made a motion to authorize staff to move forward with the architectural contracts for the proposed new building for the agency. Mr. Jones seconded. The motion passed.

3.
Classification and Testing Report – Mr. Gallo stated that the report will be given at a later time.

4.
Legislative/Rules and Regulations Report – Mr. McDuff had no new report

5.
Finance Report – Mr. Dupuy gave a summary of the August financial statement. Mr. Weston made a motion to accept the August financial statement as presented. Mr. Jones seconded. The motion passed.

6.
Residential Building Report – Mr. Badeaux gave the report at a later time.
J.
Consideration of additional classifications for residential licenses, residential applications and home improvement registrations as listed and attached to the agenda, and actions of the September 20, 2017 Residential Building Subcommittee. (Pages 4-14)
Mr. Badeaux made a motion to approve the additional classifications for residential licenses as listed on the agenda, and Mr. Lambert seconded. The motion passed. 
Mr. Badeaux made a motion to approve the residential applications as listed on the agenda, and Mr. Lambert seconded. The motion passed. 
Mr. Badeaux made a motion to approve the home improvement applications as listed on the agenda, and Mr. Lambert seconded. The motion passed. 
Mr. Badeaux made a motion to approve the actions taken at the September 20, 2017 Residential Building Subcommittee meeting and Mr. Lambert seconded. The motion passed.
K.
Consideration of reciprocity and exemption requests as listed and attached to the agenda. (Page 15-18)
Mr. Dupuy made a motion to approve the exemptions based on Reciprocity as listed on pages of the agenda, and Mr. Weston seconded. The motion passed. 
Mr. Dupuy made a motion to approve the Exemptions as listed on page of the agenda. Mr. Gallo seconded, and the motion passed.
L. 
Consideration of mold remediation application as listed and attached to the agenda. (Page 19)

Mr. Lambert made a motion to approve the mold remediation application as listed on the agenda, and Mr. Stuart seconded. The motion passed.

M.
Consideration of additional classifications as listed and attached to the agenda. (Pages 20-21)
Mr. Lambert made a motion to approve the additional classifications as listed on the agenda, and Mr. Stuart seconded. The motion passed.

N.
Consideration of commercial applications as listed and attached to the agenda. (Pages 22-31)
Mr. Lambert made a motion to approve the commercial applications as listed on the agenda. Mr. Weston seconded. The motion passed. 

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. Lambert made a motion to adjourn at 11: 03 a.m., and Mr. Stuart seconded. The motion passed. 



________________________________________________




Lee Mallett, Chairman




_________________________________________________




Byron E. Talbot, Secretary
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