STATE LICENSING BOARD FOR CONTRACTORS

RESIDENTIAL BUILDING COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

August 20, 2014
The regular monthly meeting of the Residential Building Committee was called to order by the Chairman at 9:30 a.m. in Conference Room of the Board’s offices, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  

Members of the Committee present:

Lloyd “Chip” Badeaux, Chairman 






Lee Mallett






Nick Castjohn







Karon “Kay” Gibson






William “Billy” Ward, Jr. 








Wesley L. “Wes” Wyman, Jr.

Jodi C. Penn was absent. There being a quorum present, the regular order of business was called.

Also attending the meeting were:  Michael McDuff, Executive Director; Judy Dupuy, Board Administrator; Judge Darrell White, Retired, Hearing Officer; Jennifer Sims, Board Attorney; and from the staff, Bobbie Hughes, Nathan Rawls, Brent Templet, Emma Payne, Elaine Riggins, John Dixon, Kristin Tullier, Terry Martin, and Sharon Fabre; Compliance Director Marianne Sullivan; compliance investigators Charmel Peterson, Scott Corley, Leann Evans, Toddy Brady, Frank Vaughan, and Carl Bourque, and Sharon Fabre recording the minutes.

Mr. Wyman led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Judge Darrell White gave the invocation.  

Mr. Wyman made a motion to accept the Minutes of the July 2, 2014, Residential Building Committee Meeting, and Mr. Ward seconded. The motion passed. 

Mr. McDuff introduced guests Rudy Babin and James Henry with the Louisiana Department of Insurance, Lynda Evans with the Capital Region Builders Association, Jeannie Dodd with the Louisiana Home Builders Association, Arlene Edwards with Louisiana Real Estate Commission, Robert Guesnon, Compliance Investigator, and Colton Boudreaux, a student worker from the LSU Construction Management Program.
NEW BUSINESS 

C.
INSURANCE HEARING(S):
Residential Building, Home Improvement, and Mold Remediation; General Liability & Workers’ Compensation – La. R.S. 2150–2192, 2186(B)(6), 2189(A)(7) and Rules and Regulations Sec. 1503(D).

Ms. Sims called Emma Payne to the stand. Ms. Payne was sworn in and gave a statement regarding the proof of general liability and/or workers’ compensation coverage for those listed on the agenda. Barclay Construction, BMC Retail Repair, Inc., Green Building Construction & Electric, Inc., Home Remedies of Louisiana, LLC, Peabody’s Contractor Service, LLC, and William Edward Black were removed from the agenda.

No one was present on behalf of Bushco, LLC, Estess Contractors, LLC, Eugenes & Associates, LLC, Jeff Vining, LLC, The JW Construction Group, LLC, Kyle A. Cooper, M & M Home Improvements & Investments, LLC, Ospina Brothers General Contractors, LLC, Preservation Alliance of New Orleans, Inc., Riverland Landscape Design & Services, Inc., Ross Construction and Remodeling, LLC, SBR, LLC, Shingletime, Inc., and St. Jeaux, LLC.  Mr. Castjohn made a motion to suspend the licenses or registrations back to the date of the lapse, issue a cease and desist order, $500.00 fine plus $500 administrative costs, and allow to reapply after 30 days, if it is the first offence.  Ms. Gibson seconded, and the motion passed.
D.
COMPLIANCE HEARING(S):

1.
Randal Taylor Construction & Electric, Inc., West Monroe, Louisiana -La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(3) and Rules & Regulations Section 101

Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. Randal Taylor was present on behalf of Randal Taylor Construction & Electric, Inc.  Mr. Taylor was sworn in and entered a no contest plea. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to accept the plea, and Mr. Ward seconded. The motion passed.  Mr. Taylor gave a statement.  Carl Bourque was sworn in and gave testimony regarding the investigation.  Mr. Castjohn made a motion to suspend license and fine Randal Taylor Construction & Electric, Inc., $1,000 plus $1,000 in administrative costs, issue a cease and desist order.  If the documents are produced with 30 days, the suspension will be lifted.  If the documents are not produced within 30 days, the license will be automatically revoked.  Ms. Gibson seconded, and the motion passed.

2. 
Larry Toups, Lake Charles, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(9)
3.
Toups Construction & Design, LLC, Lake Charles, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2167 (A)
Matters 2 and 3 were consolidated. Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations.  Mr. Larry Toups was present on behalf of both Larry Toups and Toups Construction & Design, LLC.  Mr. Toups was sworn in and entered a no contest plea for both. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to accept the plea, and Ms. Gibson seconded.  The motion passed.  Mr. Frank Vaughan was called to the stand and sworn in to answer questions regarding the investigations. Mr. Wyman made a motion to fine Larry Toups and Toups Construction & Design, LLC, both accumalitve, $1,000 in administrative costs and place them on one year probation.  Mr. Ward seconded, the motion passed.

4.
Wynnco Construction, LLC, Amite, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(9)

Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. Royce Wynn and attorney Timothy Pujol were present on behalf of Wynnco Construction, LLC.  Mr. Wynn was sworn in and attorney Pujol entered a no contest plea for his client. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to accept the plea, and Mr. Ward seconded. The motion passed.  Mr. Wynn gave a statement. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to revoke the license of Wynnco Construction, LLC and assessed $1,000 in administrative costs.  Mr. Wyman seconded, and the motion passed.

5. 
Starr Builders, LLC, Lafayette, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(9)

Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. Casey Valentine and attorney James Rivera were present on behalf of Starr Builders, LLC.  Homeowner Lana Augustine and Adam Every were present and sworn in. Mr. Valentine was sworn in and entered a denial plea.  Investigator Carl Bourque was called to the stand to review the exhibits. The exhibit packets were filed and admitted.  Attorney Rivera questioned Mr. Bourque.  Ms. Augustine gave a statement. Mr. Ward made a motion to find Starr Builders, LLC to be in violation, and Mr. Castjohn seconded. The motion passed. Ms. Gibson made a motion to fine Starr Builders, LLC $1,000 plus $500 in administrative costs, and 6-month probation. Mr. Ward seconded, and the motion passed.

6.
Brian Keith Roshto, Bossier City, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2167 (A)

This matter was continued.

7. 
Hi-Lo Builders, Inc., Sparta, Michigan – La. R.S. 37:2167 (A)

8 
Randolph Scott Neises d/b/a Palmetto Construction, Inc., Leesville, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2167 (A)
Matters 7 and 8 were consolidated. Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations.  Mr. Rich Hiaeshutter was present on behalf of both Hi-Lo Builders, Inc.  Mr. Randolph Neises was present on behalf Randolph Scott Neises d/b/a Palmetto Construction, Inc.  Mr. Hiaeshutter and Mr. Neises were sworn in and both entered a no contest plea.  Mr. Castjohn made a motion to accept the pleas, and Mr. Wyman seconded.  The motions passed.  Mr. Hiaeshutter and Mr. Neises, each gave a statement.  Mr. Ward made a motion to fine Hi-Lo Builders, Inc. and Randolph Scott Neises d/b/a Palmetto Construction, Inc., each $2,500 plus $1000 in administrative costs and issue a cease and desist order. Ms. Gibson seconded, and the motion passed.

9.
I & F Construction, LLC, New Orleans, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2167 (A)

Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present on behalf of I & F Construction, LLC.  Mr. Bourque was called to the stand to review the exhibits. The exhibits were filed and admitted.  Mr. Castjohn made a motion to find I & F Construction, LLC to be in violation, and Ms. Gibson seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to fine I & F Construction, LLC the maximum fine plus $1,000 administrative costs and issue a cease and desist order.  Ms. Gibson seconded, and the motion passed.
10.
Alexis Construction, LLC, Abbeville, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1)
Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. Irving Alexis and attorney LaDerical Wagner were present on behalf of Alexis Construction, LLC.  Mr. Alexis was sworn in.  Attorney Wagner entered a no contest plea. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to accept the plea, and Mr. Ward seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Alexis gave a statement.  Mr. Carl Bourque was called to the stand and to answer questions regarding the investigations.  Mr. Ward made a motion to reduce previous fines on Alexis Construction, LLC to $2,000 plus $1,000 administrative costs, if registered or license.  Ms. Gibson seconded, and the motion passed.
11.
Daniel Daigrepont d/b/a Daniel & Sons Metal Buildings, Marksville, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2175.2 (A)(1)


Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. Daniel Daigrepont was present on behalf of Daniel Daigrepont d/b/a Daniel & Dons Metal Buildings.  Mr. Daigrepont was sworn in and entered a no contest plea. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to accept the plea, and Mr. Wyman seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Daigrepont gave a statement.  Mr. Castjohn made a motion to fine Daniel Daigrepont d/b/a Daniel & Dons Metal Buildings $500 plus $500 in administrative costs, and to abolish the fine if registered or licensed within 90 days. Mr. Ward seconded, and the motion passed. 

12. a)
Dexter Breaux, Midland, Louisiana –La. R.S. 37:2175.2 (A)(1)
 b)
Eric Cormier, Crowley, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2175.2 (A)(1)

Matters 12a and 12b were consolidated.  Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations.  Dexter Breaux was present on behalf of Dexter Breaux.  Mr. Breaux was sworn in and entered a no contest plea. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to accept the plea, and Mr. Wyman seconded. The motion passed.  Eric Cormier was present on behalf of Eric Cormier.  Mr. Cormier was sworn in and entered a denial plea. Committee members questioned Mr. Cormier.  Mr. Cormier changed his plea to no contest.  Mr. Castjohn made a motion to accept the plea, and Mr. Wyman seconded. The motion passed.  Mr. Breaux gave a statement.  Mr. Ward made a motion to fine Dexter Breaux $500 administrative costs only.  Mr. Castjohn seconded.   The motion passed.  Mr. Ward made a motion to fine Eric Cormier $500 plus $500 administrative costs, reduced to $500 in administrative costs only if registered within 90 days.  Mr. Wyman seconded.  The motion passed.
13.
Joseph Lacour, Sr., Pineville, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2175.2 (A)(1)

Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by Joseph Lacour, Sr., which did not have a representative present. Ms. Gibson made a motion to accept the settlement offer, and Mr. Castjohn seconded. The motion passed.

14.
Kevin R. Burton d/b/a BPM Construction, New Orleans, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2175.2 (A)(1)

Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by Kevin R. Burton d/b/a BPM Construction, which did not have a representative present. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to accept the settlement offer, and Mr. Ward seconded. The motion passed.

15.
Meadowlands Park, LLC, New Iberia, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2175.2 (A)(1)

Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by Meadowlands Park, LLC, which did not have a representative present. Mr. Ward made a motion to reject the settlement offer, and Mr. Castjohn seconded. The motion passed.

16.
Virgil Clipps d/b/a by the Specs Roofing, Baton Rouge, Louisiana –La. R.S. 37:2175.2 (A)(1) and 2185 (A)

Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present on behalf of Virgil Clipps d/b/a By the Specs Roofing.  Mr. Carl Bourque was called to the stand to review the exhibits. The exhibits were filed and admitted into evidence. Mr. Ward made a motion to find Virgil Clipps d/b/a By the Specs Roofing to be in violation, and Mr. Castjohn seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Ward made a motion to fine the maximum fine plus $1,000.00 in administrative costs, issue a cease and desist order, and forward the case to the La. Attorney General’s Office, Office of Workers’ Compensation, and the District Attorney’s Office.  Mr. Castjohn seconded, and the motion passed

E.
STATUTORY CITATIONS R.S. 37:2162L:

	
	Company
	Statutory

Citation
	Citation

Payment

	1
	All Seasons Nursery & Landscaping, Inc.
	La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1)
	$500.00

	2
	Gene’s Metal Buildings, LLC
	La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1)
	$500.00

	3
	Keith Savoy d/b/a Keith Savoy Concrete Contractors
	La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1)
	$500.00

	4
	Richard Paul Gober d/b/a Gober Post Frame Construction
	La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1)
	$500.00


Mr. Rawls presented the statutory citations.  Castjohn made a motion to accept the statutory citation settlement offers and Mr. Wyman seconded. The motion passed.
OLD BUSINESS

F.
COMPLIANCE HEARING(S)/CONTINUANCES:
1.
Arturo Arellano d/b/a A & S Construction, Slidell, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2167 (A)

Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. Arturo Arellano and his translator Antonio Delarca were present on behalf of Arturo Arellano d/b/a A & S Construction.  Mr. Arellano was sworn in and entered a plea of admission. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to accept the plea, and Mr. Ward seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Arellano gave a statement.  Mr. Ward made a motion to fine Arturo Arellano d/b/a A & S Construction $3,000 plus $500 in administrative costs, issue a cease and desist order, and reduce to a fine of $1,000 plus $500.00 in administrative costs if licensed within 90 days.  Mr. Wyman seconded, and the motion passed.

2.
Court Street Development, LLC, Brusly, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2175.2 (A)(1)

Mr. Ward recused himself.  Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. Mr. Skipper Grady was present on behalf of Court Street Development, LLC.  Mr. Grady was sworn in and entered a plea of no contest.  Mr. Castjohn made a motion to accept the plea, and Mr. Wyman seconded. The motion passed.  Mr. Grady gave a statement.  Ms. Gibson made a motion to fine Court Street Development, LLC $1,000 plus $500 in administrative costs, and issue a cease and desist order.  Mr. Wyman seconded.   The motion passed with one objection after a vote.
3.
Donald Zaleski, New Orleans, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2175.2 (A)(1)

This matter was continued.
4.
Southern Creations, Inc., Patterson, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2175.2 (A)(1)

Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations.  Ritchey Arceneaux was present on behalf of Southern Creations, Inc.  Mr. Arceneaux was sworn in and entered a no contest plea. Mr. Wyman made a motion to accept the plea, and Ms. Gibson seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Arceneaux gave a statement. Ms. Gibson made a motion to issue a cease and desist order and fine Southern Creations, Inc. $1,000 plus $500 in administrative costs, reduced to $500 fine plus $500.00 in administrative costs if registered or licensed within 90 days.  Mr. Wyman seconded and the motion passed.

G.
REQUEST FOR REHEARING/RECONSIDERATION

1.
Willie Gaines, Jr., Baton Rouge, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2167 (A).

Mr. Wyman made a motion to grant a rehearing and Ms. Gibson seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations.  Mr. Willie Gaines, Jr. was present on behalf of Willie Gaines, Jr.  Mr. Gaines was sworn in and entered a no contest plea.  Mr. Castjohn made a motion to accept the plea, and Mr. Wyman seconded.  The motion passed.  Mr. Gaines, Jr. gave a statement. Ms. Gibson made a motion to issue a cease and desist order and fine Willie Gaines, Jr. the previous maximum fine, and if registered within 90 days, the fine will be reduced to $1,500 plus $500 in administrative costs.  Mr. Wyman seconded and the motion passed.
2. 
Jeff Vining, LLC, Greenwell Springs, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2175.2 (A)(1).
Mr. Wyman made a motion to grant a rehearing and Mr. Ward seconded. The motion passed.  Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations.  Mr. Jeff Vining and attorney David Johnson were present on behalf of Jeff Vining, LLC.  Mr. Vining was sworn in and entered a no contest plea.  Mr. Castjohn made a motion to accept the plea, and Mr. Wyman seconded.  The motion passed.    Mr. Vining and attorney Johnson gave a statement regarding the status of the insurance documentation.  Mr. Wyman made a motion to fine Jeff Vining, LLC $1,000 administrative cost, issue a cease and desist order, and revoke the license.  Mr. Castjohn seconded, and the motion passed.

3.
Walter Monroe Smith d/b/a All Phase Roofing and Remodeling and/or Rapides Roofing, Pineville, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2175.2 (A)(1) and La. R.S. 37:2160 (A)(2).

Mr. Wyman made a motion to grant a rehearing and Mr. Ward seconded.  The motion passed. Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations.  Mr. Walter Monroe Smith was present on behalf of Walter Monroe Smith d/b/a All Phase Roofing and Remodeling and/or Rapides Roofing.  Mr. Smith was sworn in and entered a no contest plea with a settlement offer.  Mr. Smith gave a statement. Mr. Ward made a motion to issue a cease and desist order, and accepted the settlement offer on Walter Monroe Smith d/b/a All Phase Roofing and Remodeling and/or Rapides Roofing.  If the company becomes registered in 60 days, the fine will be reduced to $1,000 administration costs only.  Mr. Wyman seconded and the motion passed.
H.
CONSIDERATION OF LICENSURE EXEMPTION(S):


Ms. Gibson made a motion to approve the exemptions as listed on the agenda, and Mr. Castjohn seconded. The motion passed.  (Page 5)
I.
Consideration of new applications for residential building construction license to be approved pending as listed and attached to the agenda. (Pages 6-8)

Ms. Gibson made a motion to approve the new residential building license applications as listed on the agenda and attached to the agenda.   Mr. Castjohn seconded. The motion passed.

J.
Consideration of new applications for home improvement registration as listed and attached to the agenda. (Pages 9-12)

Ms. Gibson made a motion to approve the new home improvement registration applications as listed on the agenda, and Mr. Castjohn seconded. The motion passed.

K.  Administrative Update. 
Mr. McDuff provided an update on residential subclassifications, which are under consideration by the Subcommittee and the LHBA.  
ADJOURNMENT
Mr. Castjohn made a motion to adjourn at 1:14 p.m., and Ms. Gibson seconded. The motion passed.




_______________________________________________________________


Lloyd “Chip” Badeaux, Chairman





_______________________________________________________________


Lee Mallett, Vice Chairman
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