STATE LICENSING BOARD FOR CONTRACTORS

Commercial board Meeting MINUTES

August 15, 2013
The regular monthly meeting of the Board was called to order by the Chairman at 9:30 a.m. in the Conference Room of the Board’s offices, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  Members of the Board present:


Byron Talbot, Chairman  


Victor Weston, Vice Chairman






Lloyd “Chip” Badeaux


William Clouatre

George Crain, Jr.

Nelson A. “Andy” Dupuy, Jr. 

Courtney Fenet, Jr. 

August Gallo, Jr.

Danny Graham
Kenneth Jones 

Donald G. Lambert 
Lee Mallett
Garland Meredith

Christopher Stuart
Mr. Art O. Walker was absent. Finding a quorum present, the regular order of business began.

Also attending the meeting were: Michael B. McDuff, Executive Director; Judy Dupuy, Board Administrator; Judge Darrell White, Retired, Hearing Officer; Murphy J. Foster, Board Attorney; and from the staff, Nathan Rawls, Bobbie Hughes, Brent Templet, Tricia Wood, Kristin Tullier, Doug Traylor, Sharon Fabre, and John Dixon; Compliance Director, Marianne Sullivan; Compliance Investigators, Todd Brady, Lynwood Allemore, Carl Bourque, Greg Perrin and Jessie Wells; and Kara Kearney recording the minutes. 
Mr. Graham led the members and audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Judge Darrell White gave the invocation, introduced himself, and advised those present of his duties.

A motion was made by Mr. Weston and seconded by Mr. Clouatre to accept the Minutes of the July 18, 2013 regular meeting. The motion passed.
Mr. McDuff introduced Administrative Program Manager Nathan Rawls who will handle compliance hearings and Ken Naquin with Louisiana Associated General Contractors. 
Computer-based testing partners Peter Ranzino of Learning Sciences Corporation and Dwight Pittman with Register Blast each gave a presentation.
NEW BUSINESS
D.
JUDGMENT(S):

1. Harris Construction of Louisiana, LLC, Cut Off, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2150-2192, Sec. 2158(A)(9).
Ms. Dupuy read a summary of the allegations. Travis Harris was present on behalf of Harris Construction of Louisiana, LLC. Mr. Harris was sworn in and gave a statement to the board. The judgment was filed and admitted into evidence. Mr. Weston made a motion to allow Harris Construction of Louisiana, LLC 30 days to work out a payment plan and report to the board or face immediate license revocation. Mr. Gallo seconded, and the motion passed.
2.
Moore Electric, Inc., Baton Rouge, Louisiana –   La. R.S. 37:2150-2192, Sec. 2158(A)(9).

This matter was continued. 
E.
Compliance Hearing(S): 

1. Interstate Construction & Demolition Group, Inc., Baton Rouge, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(3) and Rules and Regulations Section 101.
This matter was continued.
2.
a)
JNA Electrical Construction & Services, L.L.C., Luling Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(4).


Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by JNA Electrical Construction & Services, L.L.C. Mr. Stuart made a motion to accept the settlement offer, and Mr. Clouatre seconded. The motion passed.

b)
U.S. General Construction, Inc., Alpharetta, Georgia - La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(4).


Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by U.S. General Construction, Inc. Mr. Stuart made a motion to accept the settlement offer, and Mr. Dupuy seconded. The motion passed.

c)
Corey Gambrell d/b/a Gambrell Electric, Cookeville, Tennessee - La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).


Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by Corey Gambrell d/b/a Gambrell Electric. Mr. Badeaux made a motion to accept the settlement offer, and Mr. Mallett seconded. The motion passed.
3.
a)
Brownstone Construction, Ltd., Houston, Texas - La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(4).


b)
McDaniel Enterprises, Inc., Vicksburg, Mississippi - La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).


Mr. Meredith recused himself. Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. Jeremy Mears and Ryan Barker were present for Brownstone Construction, Ltd., and Ronnie McDaniel was present for McDaniel Enterprises, Inc. Both parties were sworn in. A no contest plea was entered for each company. Mr. Weston made a motion to accept the no contest pleas, and Mr. Dupuy seconded. The motion passed. Each party gave a statement. Mr. Weston made a motion to fine Brownstone Construction, Ltd. $1,000 plus administrative costs, and Mr. Jones seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Weston made a motion to fine McDaniel Enterprises, Inc. $2,500 plus administrative costs, reduced to $1,000 plus administrative costs if licensed within 60 days. Mr. Badeaux seconded and the motion passed.
4.
a)
Omnibus, Inc., New Orleans, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(5), 2158(A)(3) and Rules and Regulations Section 1103. 


b)
JL Construction Group, LLC, Metairie, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2159(B).


Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. Frank Harvey was present for Omnibus, Inc., and DeChris Branch was present for JL Construction Group, LLC. Both parties were sworn in, and each entered a no contest plea. Mr. Weston made a motion to accept the no contest pleas, and Mr. Clouatre seconded. The motion passed. Each representative gave a statement. Mr. Meredith made a motion to fine Omnibus, Inc. $1,000 plus administrative costs. Mr. Weston seconded, and the motion passed. Mr. Meredith made a motion to fine JL Construction Group, LLC $1,000 plus administrative costs. Mr. Fenet seconded, and the motion passed.
5.
a)
Custom Interiors, LLC, Mereaux, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(4).


Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by Custom Interiors, LLC. Mr. Clouatre made a motion to reject the settlement offer, and Mr. Weston seconded. The motion passed. The exhibit packets for Bryan Weaver d/b/a A.B. Construction and Versacon Enterprises, LLC were filed and admitted into evidence in preparation for the hearing.

b)
Bryan Weaver d/b/a A.B. Construction, Nashville, Georgia - La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).


Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. Bryan Weaver was present and sworn in. Mr. Fenet made a motion to accept Mr. Weaver’s no contest plea, and Mr. Dupuy seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Weaver made a statement. Mr. Meredith made a motion to fine Bryan Weaver d/b/a A.B. Construction $2,000 plus administrative costs, reduced to $1,000 plus administrative costs if licensed within 60 days. Mr. Clouatre and Mr. Fenet seconded, and the motion passed. 

c)
Versacon Enterprises, LLC, Jefferson, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).


Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. Nicholas Babin was present on behalf of Versacon Enterprises, LLC and sworn in. Mr. Fenet made a motion to accept Mr. Babin’s no contest plea, and Mr. Dupuy seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Babin gave a statement. Mr. Meredith made a motion to fine Versacon Enterprises, LLC $2,000 plus administrative costs, reduced to $1,000 plus administrative costs if licensed within 60 days. Mr. Clouatre seconded, and the motion passed.
6.
a)
ICI Construction, Inc., Addison, Texas - La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(4).


Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by ICI Construction, Inc. Mr. Weston made a motion to reject the settlement offer, and Mr. Dupuy seconded. The motion passed.


b)
D K Painting Company, Richardson, Texas - La. R.S. 37:2159 (B), La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(3) and Rules and Regulations of the Board Sec. 109.


Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by D K Painting Company. Mr. Meredith made a motion to accept the settlement offer, and Mr. Stuart seconded. The motion passed.


c)
Petersendean Roofing F/K/A Brinkmann Roofing, Houston, Texas - La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).


Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by Petersendean Roofing F/K/A Brinkmann Roofing. Mr. Dupuy made a motion to accept the settlement offer, and Mr. Fenet seconded. The motion was withdrawn. Mr. Meredith made a motion to reject the settlement offer and fine $1,000 plus administrative costs. Mr. Stuart seconded, and the motion passed.


d)
Thomas Windell Galyean d/b/a Garland Insulation Company East, Tyler, Texas - La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).


Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. Thomas Galyean was present and sworn in. Mr. Galyean entered a no contest plea. Mr. Weston made a motion to accept the plea, and Mr. Dupuy seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Galyean made a statement. Mr. Meredith made a motion to fine Thomas Windell Galyean d/b/a Garland Insulation Company East $1,000 plus administrative costs. The motion passed. 


e) 
Alphamar Group, Inc. d/b/a Alpha Mar, Houston, Texas - La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).


Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. Chris Webb was present on behalf of Alphamar Group, Inc. d/b/a Alpha Mar. Mr. Weston made a motion to accept Mr. Webb’s no contest plea, and Mr. Dupuy seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Brown gave a statement. Mr. Meredith made a motion to fine Alphamar Group, Inc. d/b/a Alpha Mar $1,000 plus administrative costs, and Mr. Clouatre seconded. The motion passed.

f)
Associated Concrete Contractors, Inc., West, Texas - La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).


This matter was continued.

g)
Commercial Water Management, Inc., Carrollton, Texas - La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(3) and Rules and Regulations of the Board Sec. 109.

Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. Cade Brown was present on behalf of Commercial Water Management, Inc., sworn in and entered a no contest plea. Mr. Weston made a motion to accept the plea, and Mr. Clouatre seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Brown gave a statement. Mr. Meredith made a motion to fine Commercial Water Management, Inc. $1,000 plus administrative costs, and Mr. Clouatre seconded. The motion passed with an objection by Mr. Fenet. 
7.
The Luster Group, LLC, Baton Rouge, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2150 et seq.

Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. Floyd Luster of The Luster Group, LLC was present and sworn in. His attorney Jonathan Holloway was also present. Mr. Luster entered a denial plea. Investigator Todd Brady was called to the stand and sworn in for review of the exhibits. The exhibit packet was filed and admitted into evidence. Mr. Holloway introduced additional documents, which were filed and admitted into evidence. Mr. Holloway questioned both Mr. Luster and Mr. Brady. Mr. Meredith made a motion to continue this matter to the September hearing. Mr. Jones seconded, and the motion passed.
OLD BUSINESS

G.
COMPLIANCE HEARING/CONTINUANCE(S):

1. a)
Bruin, LLC, Baton Rouge, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(4).

b)

Lee Haynes d/b/a Prime Companies, LLC and/or d/b/a Prime Construction, LLC, Baton Rouge, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).

c)

LA. Waste and Consulting, LLC, Baton Rouge, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).
2.
a)
Bruin, LLC, Baton Rouge, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(4).


b)
Tim Williams Electric, Inc., Rayville, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).


c)
William Mark Holland d/b/a Bayou Fab and Metal Works, Delhi, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).

3. Bruin, LLC, Baton Rouge, Louisiana –La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(9).
Mr. Weston made a motion to consolidate items 1, 2 and 3. Mr. Jones seconded, and the motion passed. Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. 
Joseph Brown and attorney Jodi Bauer were present on behalf of Bruin, LLC. Ms. Bauer presented a settlement offer. Mr. Jones made a motion to accept the settlement offer, and Mr. Graham seconded. The motion passed.
No one was present for Lee Haynes d/b/a Prime Companies, LLC and/or d/b/a Prime Construction, LLC. Mr. Brady was called to the stand for review of the exhibits. The exhibit packet was filed and admitted into evidence. Mr. Gallo made a motion to find Lee Haynes d/b/a Prime Companies, LLC and/or d/b/a Prime Construction, LLC to be in violation. Mr. Clouatre seconded and the motion passed. Mr. Meredith made a motion to fine Lee Haynes d/b/a Prime Companies, LLC and/or d/b/a Prime Construction, LLC 10% of the total project plus administrative costs. Mr. Jones seconded, and the motion passed.

Michael Cooks and attorney Winston DeCuir were present on behalf of La. Waste and Consulting, LLC. Mr. Cooks entered a denial plea. Mr. Brady reviewed the exhibit packet, which was filed and admitted into evidence. Mr. DeCuir questioned Mr. Brady. Mr. Clouatre made a motion to fine La. Waste and Consulting, LLC not to be in violation, and Mr. Stuart seconded. The motion passed.
Timothy Williams and attorney James W. Berry were present on behalf of Tim Williams Electric, Inc. Mr. Williams was sworn in and entered a no contest plea. Mr. Meredith made a motion to accept the plea, and Mr. Clouatre seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Berry gave a statement. Mr. Meredith made a motion to fine Tim Williams Electric, Inc. administrative costs only, and Mr. Fenet seconded. The motion passed.
Mark Holland was present on behalf of William Mark Holland d/b/a Bayou Fab and Metal Works and sworn in. Mr. Holland entered a no contest plea. Mr. Meredith made a motion to accept the plea, and Mr. Clouatre seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Holland gave a statement. Mr. Meredith made a motion to fine William Mark Holland d/b/a Bayou Fab and Metal Works $2,500 plus administrative costs, reduced to $1,000 plus administrative costs if licensed within 60 days. Mr. Clouatre seconded, and the motion passed.
H.
REQUEST FOR REHEARING/RECONSIDERATION OF PENALTY:

1.
Jose A. Pina, Jr. d/b/a J. P. Steel Erectors, Alvarado, Texas - La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).



Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present for Jose A. Pina, Jr. d/b/a J. P. Steel Erectors. Mr. Meredith made a motion to deny the request for rehearing, and Mr. Gallo seconded. The motion passed. 

I.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:


1.
Report from the Staff – Ms. Dupuy made a statement regarding the requirements for contractors who are on probationary status. Mr. Clouatre made a motion to adopt the policy for probationary status, and Mr. Mallett seconded. The motion passed.

2.
Building Committee – Mr. Graham had no updates.

3.
Classification and Testing Committee – Mr. Weston / Mr. Dupuy


4.
Legislative/Rules and Regulations Committee – Mr. Gallo made a motion to enter the rule regarding solar panels into the rules and regulations. Mr. Clouatre seconded, and the motion passed.

5.
Act 725 Committee – Mr. Meredith had no updates.

6.
Finance Committee – Mr. Dupuy made a motion to accept the financials as presented, and Mr. Stuart seconded. The motion passed.
7.
Residential Building Committee – Mr. Badeaux made a motion to approve the actions of the Residential Committee on August 7, and Mr. Lambert seconded. The motion passed.
J.
Consideration of residential applications, home improvement registrations and residential licensure exemptions as listed and attached to the agenda.  (Pages 6-12)

Mr. Badeaux made a motion to approve the residential applications as listed on the agenda, and Mr. Lambert seconded. The motion passed.


Mr. Badeaux made a motion to approve the home improvement registration applications as listed on the agenda, and Mr. Lambert seconded. The motion passed.


Mr. Badeaux made a motion to approve the residential licensure exemptions as listed on the agenda, and Mr. Lambert seconded. The motion passed.
K.
Consideration of commercial licensure exemptions as listed and attached to the agenda. (Pages 14-16)
Mr. Clouatre made a motion to approve the commercial licensure exemptions as listed on the agenda the exception of Facilities Maintenance Group Incorporated (exemption of the 60-day waiting period was not approved), and Mr. Lambert seconded. The motion passed.
L.
Consideration of mold remediation application as listed and attached to the agenda. (Page 18)
Mr. Clouatre made a motion to approve the mold remediation applications as listed on the agenda, and Mr. Lambert seconded. The motion passed.
M.
Consideration of additional classifications as listed and attached to the agenda. (Pages 20-21)
Mr. Lambert made a motion to approve the additional classifications as listed on the agenda, and Mr. Stuart seconded. The motion passed.
N.
Consideration of commercial applications as listed and attached to the agenda. 

· Pending All Requirements Being Met  (Pages 23-32)
· Regular Commercial Applications  (Page 33)
Mr. Lambert made a motion to approve the commercial applications as listed on the agenda, and Mr. Clouatre seconded. The motion passed.
ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 12:10 p.m.



________________________________________________




Chairman




_________________________________________________




Secretary/Treasurer
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