STATE LICENSING BOARD FOR CONTRACTORS

RESIDENTIAL BUILDING COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

July 2, 2014
The regular monthly meeting of the Residential Building Committee was called to order by the Chairman at 9:30 a.m. in Conference Room of the Board’s offices, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  

Members of the Committee present:

Lloyd “Chip” Badeaux, Chairman 






Nick Castjohn







Karon “Kay” Gibson






William “Billy” Ward, Jr. 







Wesley L. “Wes” Wyman, Jr.

Lee Mallett and Jodi C. Penn were absent. There being a quorum present, the regular order of business was called.

Also attending the meeting were:  Michael McDuff, Executive Director; Judy Dupuy, Board Administrator; Judge Darrell White, Retired, Hearing Officer; Jennifer Sims, Board Attorney; and from the staff, Bobbie Hughes, Brent Templet, Emma Payne, Elaine Riggins, John Dixon, Kristin Tullier, Tricia Wood, and Sharon Fabre; Compliance Director Marianne Sullivan; compliance investigators William Collins, Tommy Mimnaugh, Dylan Bourg, Charmel Peterson, Scott Corley, Leann Evans, and Carl Bourque, and Kara Kearney recording the minutes.

Mr. Ward led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Judge Darrell White gave the invocation.  

Mr. Wyman made a motion to accept the Minutes of the June 11, 2014, Residential Building Committee Meeting, and Mr. Castjohn seconded. The motion passed. 

Mr. McDuff introduced guests Rudy Babin and James Henry with the Louisiana Department of Insurance, and Ronald Burrough with the Attorney General’s Office.
NEW BUSINESS 

C.
INSURANCE HEARING(S):
Residential Building, Home Improvement, and Mold Remediation; General Liability & Workers’ Compensation – La. R.S. 2150–2192, 2186(B)(6), 2189(A)(7) and Rules and Regulations Sec. 1503(D).

Ms. Sims called Emma Payne to the stand. Ms. Payne was sworn in and gave a statement regarding the proof of general liability and/or workers’ compensation coverage for those listed on the agenda. Carlos J. Juarez, Carpentry, LLC; Chris Kelone; D & J Development of Louisiana and Arkansas, LLC; Detailed Building Services, LLC; H & A Foundation Services, LLC; Huval Construction, LLC; John G. Ross, Jr.; and Magic Makeover Construction, LLC were removed from the agenda.
Corey Yates was present on behalf of Sunlight Contractors, LLC and sworn in. Mr. Yates gave a statement. Ms. Gibson made a motion to revoke the license back to the date of the insurance lapse, issue a cease and desist order, fine $250 in administrative costs, and allow to reapply after 30 days. Mr. Ward seconded, and the motion passed. 

Robert B. Wampold was present on behalf of B. Wampold Construction, LLC and sworn in. Mr. Wampold gave a statement regarding the insurance coverage and admitted to a lapse in general liability, but no lapse in workers’ compensation. Mr. Ward made a motion to suspend the license back to the date of lapsed coverage, issue a cease and desist order and allow to reapply after 30 days. Ms. Gibson seconded, and the motion passed.
No one was present on behalf of Bic’s Housing, LLC; Bostic-Borel Improvements & Design, LLC; Integrated Pro Services, LLC; John K. Purpera
; Kirk D. St. Pierre Residential Builders, Inc.; Kye Drue Penson; Lonsberry Construction, Inc.; M. G. Walters and Associates, LLC; Reine’s Remodel & Restoration, LLC; Richard Predmore; VIP Concrete Services, LLC; and Zephyr Homes, LLC. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to suspend the licenses or registrations back to the date of the lapse, issue a cease and desist order, $500 administrative costs, and allow to reapply after 30 days if it is the first offense. Ms. Gibson seconded, and the motion passed.
D.
COMPLIANCE HEARING(S):

1.
Augustino Brothers, Inc., Metairie, Louisiana – La R.S. 37:2167 (A)


Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. Christopher Perdomo and attorney Bradford Walker were present on behalf of Augustino Brothers, Inc. Mr. Perdomo was sworn in and entered a denial plea. Carl Bourque was called to the stand and sworn in for review of the exhibits. Ms. Sims filed and introduced the complete exhibit packet into evidence, and it was admitted. Mr. Walker questioned Mr. Bourque. Mr. Wyman made a motion to find Augustino Brothers, Inc. to be in violation, and Mr. Castjohn seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Wyman made a motion to fine Augustino Brothers, Inc. $1,000 plus $500 in administrative costs, reduced to $500 plus $500 in administrative costs if licensed within 90 days, and issue a cease and desist order on work that requires a residential building license. Mr. Castjohn seconded, and the motion passed.

2. 
Pride Services, LLC, Reserve, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2167 (A)


Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by Pride Services, LLC, which did not have a representative present. Ms. Gibson made a motion to accept the settlement offer, which included a no contest plea, and Mr. Ward seconded. The motion passed.

3.
Willie Gaines, Jr., Baton Rouge, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2167 (A)


Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present on behalf of Willie Gaines, Jr. Carl Bourque was called to the stand to review the exhibits. Ms. Sims filed and introduced the complete exhibit packet into evidence, and it was admitted. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to find Willie Gaines, Jr. to be in violation, and Mr. Wyman seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to fine Willie Gaines, Jr. the maximum fine plus $1,000 in administrative costs and issue a cease and desist order, and Ms. Gibson seconded. The motion passed.
4.
Jeff Vining, LLC, Greenwell Springs, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2175.2 (A)(1)


Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present on behalf of Jeff Vining, LLC. Carl Bourque was called to the stand to review the exhibits. Ms. Sims filed and introduced the complete exhibit packet into evidence, and it was admitted. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to find Jeff Vining, LLC to be in violation, and Mr. Wyman seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to fine Jeff Vining, LLC the maximum fine plus $1,000 in administrative costs and issue a cease and desist order, and Mr. Ward seconded. The motion passed.
5.  
Jerome Manuel d/b/a Manuel Construction, Belle Chase, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2175.2 (A)(1)


Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. Jerome Manuel was present on behalf of Jerome Manuel d/b/a Manuel Construction and sworn in. Mr. Manuel entered a plea of admission. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to accept the plea, and Mr. Wyman seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Manuel gave a statement. Ms. Gibson made a motion to fine Jerome Manuel d/b/a Manuel Construction $500 plus $250 in administrative costs, reduced to $250 plus $250 in administrative costs if registered in 120 days, and issue a cease and desist order. Mr. Ward seconded, and the motion passed.
6.
Lester Ricard, Pride, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2175.2 (A)(1)

Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present on behalf of Lester Ricard. Carl Bourque was called to the stand to review the exhibits. Ms. Sims filed and introduced the complete exhibit packet into evidence, and it was admitted. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to find Lester Ricard to be in violation, and Mr. Wyman seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to fine Lester Ricard the maximum fine plus $1,000 in administrative costs, issue a cease and desist order, and forward the case to the Attorney General, the Louisiana Workforce Commission, and the local District Attorney, and Mr. Ward seconded. The motion passed.

7.
Michael Dalton d/b/a Dalton’s Home Improvment, Downsville, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2175.2 (A)(1)

Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. Michael Dalton was present on behalf of Michael Dalton d/b/a Dalton’s Home Improvement and sworn in. Mr. Dalton entered a plea of admission. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to accept the plea, and Mr. Wyman seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Dalton gave a statement. Ms. Gibson made a motion to fine Michael Dalton d/b/a Dalton’s Home Improvement $250 plus $250 in administrative costs, reduced to $250 in administrative costs only if registered within 120 days, and issue a cease and desist order. Mr. Ward seconded, and the motion passed.

8.
Ora P. Williams d/b/a O.P. Construction, Baton Rouge, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2175.2 (A)(1)

Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present on behalf of Ora P. Williams d/b/a O.P. Construction. Leann Evans was called to the stand and sworn in to review the exhibits. Ms. Sims filed and introduced the complete exhibit packet into evidence, and it was admitted. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to find Ora P. Williams d/b/a O.P. Construction to be in violation, and Mr. Wyman seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to fine Ora P. Williams d/b/a O.P. Construction the maximum fine plus $1,000 in administrative costs, issue a cease and desist order, and forward the case to the Attorney General, the Louisiana Workforce Commission, and the local District Attorney, and Mr. Ward seconded. The motion passed.

9.
Taylortrades, LLC, Alexandria, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2175.2 (A)(1)


Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. Steven Vance Taylor was present on behalf of Taylortrades, LLC and sworn in. Mr. Taylor entered a plea of admission. Ms. Gibson made a motion to accept the plea, and Mr. Wyman seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Taylor gave a statement. Ms. Sims called Scott Corley to the stand. Mr. Corley was sworn in and gave testimony regarding the investigation. Nathan Rawls was sworn in and questioned by Ms. Sims. Mr. Wyman made a motion to fine Taylortrades, LLC $500 plus $500 in administrative costs, and Ms. Gibson seconded. The motion passed.

10.
Allcraft Roofing & Construction, Inc. d/b/a Ballard Roofing, Baton Rouge, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2175.3 (A)(6)


Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. Brian Lecoq was present on behalf of Allcraft Roofing & Construction, Inc. d/b/a Ballard Roofing and sworn in. Mr. Lecoq entered a no contest plea. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to accept the plea, and Mr. Wyman seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Lecoq gave a statement and presented documents, which were filed and admitted into evidence. Ms. Sims called Mr. Bourque to the stand for questioning. Mr. Wyman made a motion to fine Allcraft Roofing & Construction, Inc. d/b/a Ballard Roofing $500 in administrative costs, and Mr. Castjohn seconded. The motion passed.
OLD BUSINESS

E.
COMPLIANCE HEARINGS/CONTINUANCES:
1.
Robert E. Ducote, Sr. d/b/a Ducote Contractors, LLC, Metairie, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2175.2 (A)(1) 


Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. Robert Ducote, Sr. was present on behalf of Robert E. Ducote, Sr. d/b/a Ducote Contractors, LLC and sworn in. Mr. Ducote entered a plea of admission. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to accept the plea, and Ms. Gibson seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Ducote gave a statement. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to fine Robert E. Ducote, Sr. d/b/a Ducote Contractors, LLC $1,000 plus $1,000 in administrative costs, reduced to $250 plus $250 in administrative costs if registered in 90 days, and issue a cease and desist order. Ms. Gibson seconded, and the motion passed.

F.
CONSIDERATION OF LICENSURE EXEMPTION(S):


Ms. Gibson made a motion to approve the exemption as listed on the agenda, and Mr. Castjohn seconded. The motion passed.
G.
Consideration of new applications for residential building construction license to be approved pending as listed and attached to the agenda. (Pages 4 & 5)


Ms. Gibson made a motion to approve the new residential building license applications as listed on the agenda with the exception of Titan II Contractors, LLC, and Mr. Castjohn seconded. The motion passed.

H.
Consideration of new applications for home improvement registration as listed and attached to the agenda. (Pages 6 - 8)


Ms. Gibson made a motion to approve the new home improvement registration applications as listed on the agenda, and Mr. Castjohn seconded. The motion passed.

ADJOURNMENT
Mr. Castjohn made a motion to adjourn at 11:20, and Ms. Gibson seconded. The motion passed.




_______________________________________________________________


Lloyd “Chip” Badeaux, Chairman





_______________________________________________________________


Lee Mallett, Vice Chairman
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