STATE LICENSING BOARD FOR CONTRACTORS

Commercial board Meeting MINUTES

July 17, 2014
The regular monthly meeting of the Board was called to order by the Chairman at 9:30 a.m. in the Conference Room of the Board’s offices, Baton Rouge, Louisiana. Members of the Board present:


Lee Mallett, Chairman  

Byron Talbot, Vice Chairman

Lloyd “Chip” Badeaux

William Clouatre


Nelson A. “Andy” Dupuy, Jr.


Courtney Fenet, Jr.


August Gallo, Jr.


Danny Graham

Kenneth Jones

Garland Meredith
Christopher Stuart

Art O. Walker

Victor Weston
Donald G. Lambert was absent. Finding a quorum present, the regular order of business began.

Also attending the meeting were: Michael B. McDuff, Executive Director; Judy Dupuy, Board Administrator; Judge Darrell White, Retired, Hearing Officer; Murphy Foster and Jennifer Sims, Board Attorneys; and from the staff, Bobbie Hughes, Brent Templet, Tricia Wood, Kristin Tullier, Doug Traylor, Sharon Fabre, and John Dixon; Compliance Director, Marianne Sullivan; Compliance Investigators, Carl Bourque, Todd Brady, Leann Evans, Jessie Wells, Tommy Mimnaugh, Frank Vaughan, William Collins, Johnny Rogers, and Dylan Bourg; and Kara Kearney recording the minutes. 
Mr. Talbot led the members and audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.  
Judge Darrell White gave the invocation, introduced himself, and advised those present of his duties.

Mr. Weston made a motion to accept the Minutes of the June 19, 2014 regular meeting. Mr. Dupuy seconded, the motion passed.
Mr. McDuff introduced Ronald Burrough with the Attorney General’s Office. 
NEW BUSINESS
C. JUDGMENT(S):

1.
Integrated Pro Services, LLC, New Orleans, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2150-2192, 2158(A)(8) and (A)(9), 2156.1(D)(1), and Sec. 115 of the Board’s Rules and Regulations. 


Ms. Dupuy gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present on behalf of Integrated Pro Services, LLC. Attorney Teresa Cop was present on behalf of the creditor. Ms. Cop gave a statement. Ms. Sims filed the judgment and it was entered into evidence. Mr. Clouatre made a motion to revoke the license of Integrated Pro Services, LLC, and Mr. Weston seconded. The motion passed.
2.
Southern Star Construction Company, Inc., Mandeville, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2150-2192, 2158(A)(8) and (A)(9), 2156.1(D)(1), and Sec. 115 of the Board’s Rules and Regulations.



Ms. Dupuy gave a summary of the allegations. Leroy Laporte was present on behalf of Southern Star Construction Company, Inc. and sworn in. Attorney Peyton Burkhalter was present on behalf of the creditor. Each party gave a statement. Ms. Sims filed the judgment and it was entered into evidence. Mr. Talbot made a motion to allow Southern Star Construction Company, Inc. 60 days to enter into a payment plan or face revocation, and Mr. Graham seconded. The motion passed.
3.
Southern Siding Company, Inc., Baton Rouge, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2150-2192, 2158(A)(8) and (A)(9), 2156.1(D)(1), and Sec. 115 of the Board’s Rules and Regulations.



Ms. Dupuy gave a summary of the allegations. Attorney John Dale Powers was present on behalf of Southern Siding Company, Inc., and Mark Miley was present on behalf of the creditor. Mr. Powers presented a payment plan to the creditor and each party gave a statement. Ms. Sims filed the judgment and it was entered into evidence. Mr. Weston made a motion to allow Southern Siding Company, Inc. 90 days to pay the judgment or the license will be revoked. Mr. Talbot seconded, and the motion passed with an objection by Mr. Fenet.

4.
Washauer Construction, LLC, Baton Rouge, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(8) and (A)(9), La. R.S. 37:2156.1(D)(1), and Section 115 of the Board’s Rules and Regulations.  

Ms. Dupuy gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present on behalf of Washauer Construction, LLC. Attorney Teresa Cop was present on behalf of the creditor. Ms. Cop gave a statement. Ms. Sims filed the judgment and it was entered into evidence. Mr. Weston made a motion to revoke the license of Washauer Construction, LLC, and Mr. Clouatre seconded. The motion passed. 

D. Compliance Hearing(S): 

1.
Items 1 a-g were consolidated, and Murphy Foster stepped in as board attorney. Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Attorney Dan Davis was present on behalf of German Pellets Louisiana, LLC; Elektro Fischer USA, LP; Kice Industries, Inc.; Kresta Industries, Inc.; Tank Connection, LLC; and Teal Sales Incorporated. Attorney Timothy Madden was present on behalf of Vecoplan Holding Corporation. Mr. Davis and Mr. Madden each entered a plea and gave a statement on behalf of each of their clients (see below). 

a)
German Pellets Louisiana, LLC, Baton Rouge, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(4). 


Mr. Davis entered a no contest plea on behalf of German Pellets Louisiana, LLC. Mr. Clouatre made a motion to accept the plea, and Mr. Stuart seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Weston made a motion to fine German Pellets Louisiana, LLC $6,000 plus administrative costs and issue a 1-year probation. Mr. Jones seconded, and the motion passed.

b)
Elektro Fischer USA, LP, Olla, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).



Mr. Davis entered a no contest plea on behalf of Elektro Fischer USA, LP. Mr. Clouatre made a motion to accept the plea, and Mr. Stuart seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Davis presented a settlement offer on behalf of Elektro Fischer USA, LP. Mr. Weston made a motion to reject the settlement offer, and Mr. Jones seconded. The motion passed with 4 objections. Mr. Weston made a motion to fine Elektro Fischer USA, LP $15,000 plus administrative costs and issue a 1-year probation, and Mr. Gallo seconded. The motion passed with one objection.

c)
Kice Industries, Inc., Wichita, Kansas - La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).



Mr. Davis entered a no contest plea on behalf of Kice Industries, Inc. Mr. Clouatre made a motion to accept the plea, and Mr. Dupuy seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Weston made a motion to fine Kice Industries, Inc. $11,200 plus administrative costs and issue a 1-year probation. Mr. Gallo seconded, and the motion passed.

d)
Kresta Industries, Inc., Lake Zurich, Illinois - La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).



Mr. Davis entered a no contest plea on behalf of Kresta Industries, Inc. Mr. Clouatre made a motion to accept the plea, and Mr. Stuart seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Weston made a motion to fine Kresta Industries, Inc. $5,600 plus administrative costs and issue a 1-year probation. Mr. Jones seconded, and the motion passed.

e)
Tank Connection, LLC, Parsons, Kansas - La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).



Mr. Davis entered a no contest plea on behalf of Tank Connection, LLC. Mr. Clouatre made a motion to accept the plea, and Mr. Stuart seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Weston made a motion to fine German Pellets Louisiana, LLC $5,600 plus administrative costs and issue a 1-year probation. Mr. Jones seconded, and the motion passed.

f)
Teal Sales Incorporated, Lynnwood, Washington - La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).



Mr. Davis entered a no contest plea on behalf of Teal Sales Incorporated. Mr. Clouatre made a motion to accept the plea, and Mr. Stuart seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Weston made a motion to fine Teal Sales Incorporated $20,000 plus administrative costs and issue a 1-year probation. Mr. Gallo seconded, and the motion passed.

g)
Vecoplan Holding Corporation, Wilmington, Delaware - La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).



Mr. Madden entered a no contest plea on behalf of Vecoplan Holding Corporation. Mr. Clouatre made a motion to accept the plea, and Mr. Stuart seconded. The motion passed. Jeffrey Queen was called to the stand and sworn in to give a statement on behalf of Vecoplan Holding Corporation. Mr. Meredith made a motion to fine Vecoplan Holding Corporation $1,000 plus administrative costs. Mr. Talbot seconded, and the motion passed.
2. 
a)
Acadiana Construction Group, LLC, Shreveport, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(4).



Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Grady Reddy was present on behalf of Acadiana Construction Group, LLC and sworn in. Mr. Reddy entered a no contest plea. Mr. Jones made a motion to accept the plea, and Mr. Dupuy seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Reddy gave a statement. Mr. Weston made a motion to fine Acadiana Construction Group, LLC $1,000 plus administrative costs, and Mr. Gallo seconded. The motion passed.


b)
Hernandez Concrete Construction, LLC, Shreveport, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).



Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Marvin Hernandez and Steve Amaya were present on behalf of Hernandez Concrete Construction, LLC and sworn in. Mr. Amaya entered a no contest plea. Mr. Stuart made a motion to accept the plea, and Mr. Dupuy seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Amaya gave a statement. Mr. Weston made a motion to fine Hernandez Concrete Construction, LLC $1,000 plus administrative costs, reduced to $500 plus administrative costs if licensed within 60 days, and Mr. Gallo seconded. The motion passed.

3.
a) 
Ralph Whitley d/b/a Ralph Whitley Builders, LLC, Bossier City, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(4).



Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by Ralph Whitley d/b/a Ralph Whitley Builders, LLC, which did not have a representative present. Mr. Meredith made a motion to reject the offer and counter with a fine of $1,000 plus administrative costs and a 1-year probation. Mr. Clouatre seconded, and the motion passed.


b)
Daniel Ebert, Marthaville, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).



Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by Daniel Ebert, who was not present. Mr. Gallo made a motion to accept the settlement offer, which included a no contest plea, and Mr. Fenet seconded. The motion passed.

4.
a)
Collinsworth Construction, LLC, Shreveport, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).



Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present on behalf of Collinsworth Construction, LLC. Ms. Sims called investigator William Valentine to the stand. Mr. Valentine was sworn in and gave testimony on the investigation and reviewed the exhibit packet. Ms. Sims filed the exhibits into evidence and they were admitted. Mr. Weston made a motion to find Collinsworth Construction, LLC to be in violation, and Mr. Talbot seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Weston made a motion to fine Collinsworth Construction, LLC the maximum fine plus administrative costs, and Mr. Talbot seconded. The motion passed.


b) 
Rod Wallace Electric, LLC, Shreveport, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).



Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by Rod Wallace Electric, LLC, which did not have a representative present. Mr. Meredith made a motion to reject the settlement offer, and Mr. Talbot seconded. The motion passed.

5.
a)
Gregory’s Anointed Hand’s LLC, Violet, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).



Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Gregory Reese was present and sworn in on behalf of Gregory’s Anointed Hand’s LLC. Mr. Reese requested a continuance. Mr. Gallo made a motion to continue the matter, and Mr. Fenet seconded. The motion passed and was later withdrawn. Mr. Reese entered a denial plea. Mr. Reese gave a statement. Mr. Weston made a motion to dismiss, and Mr. Jones seconded. The motion passed.

b)
Dean Walters, Marrero, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(4).



Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Dean Walters was present and sworn in. Mr. Walters entered a no contest plea. Mr. Meredith made a motion to accept the plea, and Mr. Clouatre seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Walters gave a statement. Ms. Sims called investigator Chris Verges to the stand to give testimony on the investigation. Mr. Verges was sworn in and reviewed the exhibits. Ms. Sims entered the exhibits into evidence and they were admitted. Mr. Weston made a motion to dismiss the case, and Mr. Clouatre seconded. The motion passed.

6.
a)
Don M. Barron Contractor, Inc., Farmerville, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(4).



Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by Don M. Barron Contractor, Inc., which did not have a representative present. Mr. Weston made a motion to accept the settlement offer, which included a no contest plea, and Mr. Talbot seconded. The motion passed.


b)
Tiger Erectors, Inc., Winnsboro, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).



Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by Tiger Erectors, Inc., which did not have a representative present. Mr. Graham made a motion to accept the settlement offer, which included a no contest plea, and Mr. Meredith seconded. The motion passed.

7.
a)
Ellis Construction, Inc., New Orleans, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(4).



Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by Ellis Construction, Inc., which did not have a representative present. Mr. Gallo made a motion to accept the settlement offer, which included a no contest plea, and Mr. Graham seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Clouatre made a motion to correct the agenda, and Mr. Talbot seconded. The motion passed.

b)
Morales Roofing and Stucco, LLC, Prairieville, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).



Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Thomas Lockwood was present on behalf of Morales Roofing and Stucco, LLC and sworn in. Mr. Lockwood entered a no contest plea. Mr. Clouatre made a motion to accept the plea, and Mr. Talbot seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Lockwood gave a statement. Mr. Weston made a motion to fine Morales Roofing and Stucco, LLC $1,000 plus administrative costs; if the company gets licensed within sixty (60) days, there will be no penalty imposed.  Mr. Gallo seconded, and the motion passed.

8.
a)
Barre McNeely Investments, LLC, Jefferson, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(3),(A)(4) and Rules and Regulations of the Board Sec. 109.



Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Larry McNeely was present on behalf of Barre McNeely Investments, LLC and sworn in. Mr. McNeely entered a no contest plea. Mr. Meredith made a motion to accept the plea, and Mr. Clouatre seconded. The motion passed. Mr. McNeely entered a settlement offer. Mr. Weston made a motion to reject the offer, and Mr. Jones seconded. The motion passed. Mr. McNeely gave a statement. Mr. Weston made a motion to fine Barre McNeely Investments, LLC $2,000 plus administrative costs and issue a 1-year probation, and Mr. Jones seconded. The motion passed with one objection.

b)
Quality Diamond Products, LLC, St. Rose, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).



Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Darrick Brignac was present on behalf of Quality Diamond Products, LLC and sworn in. Mr. Brignac entered a no contest plea. Mr. Meredith made a motion to accept the plea, and Mr. Clouatre seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Brignac gave a statement. Mr. Clouatre made a motion to fine Quality Diamond Products, LLC the maximum fine plus administrative costs, reduced to $1,000 plus administrative costs if licensed within 60 days, and Mr. Meredith seconded. The motion passed. 

9.
Davie Shoring, Inc., Kenner, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2163 (A)(4).


Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Jim Davidson was present on behalf of Davie Shoring, Inc. and sworn in. Mr. Davidson entered a no contest plea. Mr. Weston made a motion to accept the plea, and Mr. Talbot seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Davidson gave a statement. Mr. Talbot made a motion to fine Davie Shoring, Inc. $1,000 plus administrative costs, and Mr. Clouatre seconded. The motion passed.

10.
Shane Vallet d/b/a Vallet’s Refrigeration, Ville Platte, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).


Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by Shane Vallet d/b/a Vallet’s Refrigeration, which did not have a representative present. Mr. Meredith made a motion to accept the settlement offer, which included a no contest plea, and Mr. Clouatre seconded. The motion passed.

11.
Windel Boulet d/b/a B&B Flooring Specialties, Crowley, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).


Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by Windel Boulet d/b/a B&B Flooring Specialties, which did not have a representative present. Mr. Talbot made a motion to accept the settlement offer, and Mr. Badeaux seconded. The motion passed.

12.
Preferred Electric, Inc., Jeanerette, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2159(B).


Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Ronald Stoute was present on behalf of Preferred Electric, Inc. and sworn in. Mr. Stoute entered a no contest plea. Mr. Meredith made a motion to accept the plea, and Mr. Clouatre seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Stoute gave a statement. Mr. Weston made a motion to fine Preferred Electric, Inc. $200 in administrative costs only, and Mr. Talbot seconded. The motion passed.
OLD BUSINESS

e.
compliance hearing(s)/continuances:

1.
a)
Hop-N-Shop Deli, LLC, Plaquemine, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).



Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by Hop-N-Shop Deli, LLC, which did not have a representative present. Mr. Talbot made a motion to accept the settlement offer, and Mr. Dupuy seconded. The motion passed.

b)
Rocky’s Construction and Maintenance LLC, Plaquemine, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).



Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by Rocky’s Construction and Maintenance LLC, which did not have a representative present. Mr. Talbot made a motion to accept the settlement offer, and Mr. Clouatre seconded. The motion passed.
2.
a) 

GRB Service Systems, Inc., Fort Worth, Texas – La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(4).



Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Mike Freidenberger and attorney Carlton Jones were present on behalf of GRB Service Systems, Inc. Mr. Freidenberger was sworn in and entered a no contest plea. Mr. Meredith made a motion to accept the plea, and Mr. Talbot seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Carlton Jones made a settlement offer before the board. Mr. Clouatre made a motion to reject the settlement offer, and Mr. Talbot seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Clouatre made a motion to fine GRB Service Systems, Inc. $1,000 plus administrative costs, and Mr. Talbot seconded. The motion passed.


b)
CSC Enterprises, LLC, Grove, Oklahoma – La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).



Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by CSC Enterprises, LLC, which did not have a representative present. Mr. Graham made a motion to accept the settlement offer, and Mr. Clouatre seconded. The motion passed.

3. 
RoMaDyn Corporation, Minden, Nevada – La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1).


Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Craig Sever and attorney Allen Graves were present on behalf of RoMaDyn Corporation. Mr. Sever was sworn in and entered a no contest plea. Mr. Meredith made a motion to accept the plea, and Mr. Clouatre seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Graves submitted a settlement offer. Mr. Meredith made a motion to accept the offer, and Mr. Talbot seconded. The motion passed.

4.
E R S Building Maintenance, Inc., Gonzales, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(5).


Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Gary Stewart and attorney Alex St. Amant were present on behalf of E R S Building Maintenance, Inc. Mr. Stewart was sworn in. Mr. St. Amant submitted a settlement offer. Mr. Clouatre made a motion to reject the settlement offer, and Mr. Meredith seconded. The motion passed. Mr. St. Amant asked for a motion to recuse Breazeale, Sachse & Wilson from the case and asked for a continuance. Mr. Clouatre made a motion to approve the continuance. Mr. Meredith made a substitute motion to deny the request for a continuance, and Mr. Gallo seconded. The motion passed. Ms. Sims made a voluntary recusal on behalf of Breazeale, Sachse & Wilson, and Ms. Hughes stepped in to handle the hearing. Mr. St. Amant entered a denial plea on behalf of E R S Building Maintenance, Inc. Ms. Hughes called investigator Todd Brady to the stand. Mr. Brady was sworn in for review of the exhibits. Ms. Hughes filed the exhibits into evidence, and they were admitted. Mr. St. Amant questioned Mr. Brady. Mr. Meredith made a motion to find E R S Building Maintenance, Inc. to be in violation, and Mr. Talbot seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Meredith made a motion to fine E R S Building Maintenance, Inc. $1,000 plus administrative costs and issue a 1-year probation. Mr. Gallo seconded, and the motion passed.
F.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:


1.
Report from the Staff – This report was given at a later time.

2.
Building Committee – Mr. Graham had no new report.

3.
Classification and Testing Committee – Mr. Dupuy gave his report at a later time.

4.
Legislative/Rules and Regulations Committee – Mr. Fenet gave a report on the proposed rules and regulations and a legislative update. Mr. McDuff gave a statement regarding trade exams. Mr. Gallo made a motion to adopt the new rules and regulations, and Mr. Fenet seconded. The motion passed.

5.
Finance Committee – Mr. Dupuy made a motion to accept the financials as presented, and Mr. Clouatre seconded. The motion passed.

6.
Fines – Mr. Jones had no new report.

7.
Public Relations – Mr. McDuff gave a report on the website review panel.
8.
Residential Building Committee – Mr. Badeaux gave his report at a later time.
G.
Consideration of residential applications, home improvement registrations and residential licensure exemptions as listed and attached to the agenda, and actions of the July 2, 2014 Residential Building Subcommittee. (Pages 7 - 12)

Mr. Badeaux made a motion to the residential applications as listed on the agenda, and Mr. Clouatre seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Badeaux made a motion to approve the home improvement applications as listed on the agenda, and Mr. Clouatre seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Badeaux made a motion to approve the exemptions as listed on the agenda, and Mr. Clouatre seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Badeaux made a motion to approve the actions taken at the July 2, 2014 Residential Building Subcommittee meeting, and Mr. Jones seconded. The motion passed.

H.
Consideration of commercial licensure exemptions as listed and attached to the agenda. (Pages 14 - 17)

Mr. Dupuy made a motion to approve the exemptions as listed on pages 14-16 of the agenda, and Mr. Clouatre seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Dupuy made a motion to approve the exemptions as listed on page 17 of the agenda with the exception of Integrated Energy Services, LLC, and Mr. Clouatre seconded. The motion passed.
I.
Consideration of mold remediation application as listed and attached to the agenda. (Page 19)

Mr. Clouatre made a motion to approve the mold remediation application as listed on the agenda, and Mr. Dupuy seconded. The motion passed.

J.
Consideration of additional classifications as listed and attached to the agenda. (Pages 21 - 22)

Mr. Clouatre made a motion to approve the additional classifications as listed on the agenda, and Mr. Dupuy seconded. The motion passed.
K.
Consideration of commercial applications as listed and attached to the agenda. 

· Pending All Requirements Being Met  (Pages 24 - 33)
Mr. Clouatre made a motion to approve the applications on pages 24-33, and Mr. Dupuy seconded. The motion passed. 

· Regular Commercial Applications  (Page 34)
Mr. Clouatre made a motion to approve the applications on page 34, and Mr. Dupuy seconded. The motion passed.

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. Dupuy made a motion to adjourn at 12:30 p.m., and Mr. Gallo seconded. The motion passed.



________________________________________________




Lee Mallett, Chairman




_________________________________________________




Nelson A. “Andy” Dupuy, Jr., Secretary/Treasurer
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