STATE LICENSING BOARD FOR CONTRACTORS

RESIDENTIAL BUILDING COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

March 5, 2014
The regular monthly meeting of the Residential Building Committee was called to order by the Chairman at 9:30 a.m. in Conference Room of the Board’s offices, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  

Members of the Committee present:

Lloyd “Chip” Badeaux, Chairman 






Lee Mallett, Vice Chairman







Nick Castjohn







Karon “Kay” Gibson







William “Billy” Ward, Jr. 







Wesley L. “Wes” Wyman, Jr.

Jodi Penn was absent. There being a quorum present, the regular order of business was called.

Also attending the meeting were:  Michael McDuff, Executive Director; Judy Dupuy, Board Administrator; Judge Darrell White, Retired, Hearing Officer; John Andrishok, Board Attorney; and from the staff, Nathan Rawls, Bobbie Hughes, Emma Payne, John Dixon, Kristin Tullier, Tricia Wood, and Sharon Fabre; Compliance Director Marianne Sullivan; compliance investigators William Collins, Tommy Mimnaugh, Charmel Peterson, Leann Evans, Carl Bourque; and Kara Kearney, recording the minutes.

Mr. Castjohn led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Judge Darrell White gave the invocation.  

Mr. Wyman made a motion to accept the Minutes of the February 12, 2014, Residential Building Committee Meeting, and Mr. Castjohn seconded. The motion passed. 

Mr. McDuff introduced guest Norrie Falgoust with the Louisiana Department of Insurance. 
NEW BUSINESS 

C.
INSURANCE HEARING(S):
Residential Building, Home Improvement, and Mold Remediation; General Liability & Workers’ Compensation – La. R.S. 2150–2192, 2186(B)(6), 2189(A)(7) and Rules and Regulations Sec. 1503(D).

Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. Emma Payne was called to the stand and sworn in to give a statement regarding the status of the insurance documentation for the listed entities. Mr. Wyman made a motion to remove American Roofing & Construction, LLC; Colewy Corporation; Rodney Cory; Shingletime, Inc.; and Winget Propertiesm LLC from the agenda due to satisfaction of the required documentation, and Mr. Castjohn seconded. The motion passed.
John Atwood was present on behalf of Disaster Pro and sworn in. Mr. Atwood made a statement. Ms. Gibson made a motion to revoke both the mold remediation license and home improvement registration with the option to reapply, giving the staff authorization to reinstate the license and registration if there is proof of no lapse in coverage. Mr. Ward seconded, and the motion passed.

Oliver Dunn was present on behalf of Dunn’s Carpentry and Remodeling, LLC and sworn in. Mr. Dunn made a statement. Mr. Ward made a motion to revoke the registration with the option to reapply, giving the staff authorization to reinstate the registration if there is proof of no lapse in coverage. Mr. Castjohn seconded, and the motion passed.

Daryl Pujol was present on behalf of Pujol Construction, LLC and sworn in. Mr. Pujol made a statement. Mr. Ward made a motion to revoke the registration with the option to reapply, giving the staff authorization to reinstate the registration if there is proof of no lapse in coverage. Mr. Wyman seconded, and the motion passed.
No one was present on behalf of A 2 Z Consulting Louisiana, LLC; A.M.E. Services, Inc.; B.J.C. Construction, Inc.; Brown Bear Construction, LLC; C&C Builders, Inc.; CCB Services, LLC; Chad’s Remodeling, LLC; Chase Daniel Jeansonne; Continental Roofing of Birmingham, LLC; Core USA, LLC; Crescent City Come Back, LLC; Duplessis Painting, LLC; Gleason Construction, LLC; Guardian Exteriors, Inc.; Indior Consultants, LLC; J.A.M.B. Building and Development Corporation; Joe’s Floor Service, LLC; John’s Contractor Service, LLC; J Rivet Construction, LLC; Kerry O’Conner General Contractor, Inc.; Keystone Contracting Group, LLC; Magic Makeover Construction, LLC; McDonald Properties Renovations, LLC; New Orleans Hurricane Shutters & Windows, LLC; Olympic Consulting, LLC; Peabody’s Contractor Service, LLC; Peak Repairs & Renovation, LLC; Peoples Home Improvements, LLC; Pipp’s Handyman, LLC; Project Homecoming, Inc.; Red Drum Services, LLC; RW Construction, Inc.; Roth, Alan Edward; and Singer Construction, LLC. Mr. Ward made a motion to issue a cease and desist order, fine $500 in administrative costs, and suspend the licenses/registrations of the aforementioned entities, allowing the staff to reinstate the license or registration if there is proof of no lapse in coverage. Mr. Wyman seconded, and the motion passed. Acadiana Holdings, LLC of Delaware and Schoeffler Built Homes, LLC were removed for lack of service.
D.
COMPLIANCE HEARING(S):

1.
Varnado Builders, LLC, Amite, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2167 (A).


Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. Michael Varnado was present on behalf of Varnado Builders, LLC and sworn in. Homeowners Darlene Tolbert and Stan Genevese were present and sworn in. Mr. Varnado entered a no contest plea. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to accept the plea, and Mr. Wyman seconded. The motion passed. Each party made a statement before the committee. Mr. Ward made a motion to fine Varnado Builders, LLC $5,000 plus $1,000 in administrative costs, reduced to $2,500 plus administrative costs if licensed within 60 days and once licensed to be put on probation for one year. Mr. Wyman seconded. Ms. Gibson made a substitute motion to fine Varnado Builders, LLC $10,000 plus $1,000 in administrative costs, reduced to $5,000 plus administrative costs if licensed within 60 days and once licensed to be put on probation for one year. Mr. Castjohn seconded, and the motion passed.
2.
Mose Simmons, LLC, Reserve, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2167 (A) and/or La R.S.37:2175.2 (A)(1) and La R.S. 37:2160 (A)(2).


Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. Mose Simmons was present on behalf of Mose Simmons, LLC and sworn in. Mr. Simmons entered a denial plea. Investigator Charmel Peterson was called to the stand and sworn in for review of the exhibits. The exhibits were files and admitted into evidence. Mr. Simmons made a statement before the committee. Mr. Wyman made a motion to find Mose Simmons, LLC to be in violation, and Mr. Ward seconded. Mr. Wyman made a motion to fine Mose Simmons, LLC $1,000 plus $1,000 in administrative costs and issue a cease and desist order. Ms. Gibson made a substitute motion to fine Mose Simmons, LLC $4,000 plus $1,000 in administrative costs and issue a cease and desist order. Mr. Ward seconded, and the motion passed.
3.
A & D Construction & Tractor Service, LLC, Slidell, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2175.2 (A)(1).


Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. August Williams was present on behalf of A & D Construction & Tractor Service, LLC and sworn in. Mr. Williams entered a no contest plea. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to accept the plea, and Mr. Wyman seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Williams made a statement and presented documents to the committee. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to issue a cease and desist order and fine A & D Construction & Tractor Service, LLC $1,000 plus $500 in administrative costs, reduced to administrative costs only if registered within 90 days. Ms. Gibson seconded, and the motion passed.

4.  
Bryan Dorsey, Youngsville, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2175.2 (A)(1).

Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present on behalf of Bryan Dorsey. Carl Bourque was called to the stand and sworn in for review of the exhibits. The exhibits were filed and admitted into evidence. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to find Bryan Dorsey to be in violation, and Mr. Ward seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to fine Bryan Dorsey the maximum fine plus $1,000 in administrative costs and issue a cease and desist order, and Mr. Ward seconded. The motion passed.
5.
Gary Miller d/b/a Progressive Storm Restoration, Metairie, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2175.2 (A)(1).


This matter was continued.

6.
Ira F. Lion d/b/a Lion Construction, Mandeville, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2175.2 (A)(1).

Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present on behalf of Ira F. Lion d/b/a Lion Construction. Homeowner Tiffany Patterson was present and sworn in. Also present was Ms. Patterson’s attorney Barton Conradi. Mr. Bourque was called to the stand to review the exhibits. The exhibits were filed and admitted into evidence. Ms. Patterson made a statement before the committee. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to find Ira F. Lion d/b/a Lion Construction to be in violation, and Mr. Ward seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to issue a cease and desist order and fine Ira F. Lion d/b/a Lion Construction the maximum fine plus $1,000 in administrative costs, and Mr. Wyman seconded. The motion passed. 
7.
Kenny Davis d/b/a Huda Construction, Avondale, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2175.2 (A)(1).


Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. Kenny Davis was present on behalf of Kenny Davis d/b/a Huda Construction and sworn in. Mr. Davis entered a no contest plea. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to accept the plea, and Mr. Wyman seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Davis made a statement before the committee. Mr. Ward made a motion to rescind the previous fines, and Ms. Gibson seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to fine Kenny Davis d/b/a Huda Construction $4,000 plus $1,000 in administrative costs, reduced to $2,500 plus administrative costs if licensed within 90 days. Mr. Ward seconded. Ms. Gibson made a substitute motion to fine Kenny Davis d/b/a Huda Construction $2,500 plus $1,000 in administrative costs, reduced to $1,500 plus administrative costs if licensed within 90 days. Mr. Ward seconded, and the motion passed. 

8.
Universal Home Improvement, LLC, Metairie, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2175.2 (A)(1).

Mr. Ward made a motion to amend the agenda to change the company name to read Universal Home Improvement, LLC, and Ms. Gibson seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present on behalf of Universal Home Improvement, LLC. Ms. Peterson was called to the stand to review the exhibits. The exhibits were filed and admitted into evidence. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to find Universal Home Improvement, LLC to be in violation, and Mr. Wyman seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to issue a cease and desist order and fine Universal Home Improvement, LLC the maximum fine plus $1,000 in administrative costs, and Mr. Wyman seconded. The motion passed.
OLD BUSINESS

E.
COMPLIANCE HEARING/CONTINUANCE(S):

1.
Howard Folse Jr. d/b/a H. R. Builders, Raceland, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(9).


Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. Attorney Bruce Ugangst, II was present on behalf of Howard Folse Jr. d/b/a H. R. Builders. Mr. Ugangst presented a settlement offer of a no contest plea, a $1,000 fine plus $2,500 in administrative costs, plus revocation of the license. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to accept the settlement offer with the stipulation of allocating all $3,500 to administrative costs paid within 45 days and issue a cease and desist order. Mr. Ward seconded, and the motion passed. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to fine Howard Folse Jr. d/b/a H. R. Builders an additional $2,500 if ever licensed again. Mr. Wyman seconded, and the motion passed.

2. 
Adrian Hernandez & Dilia Costillo d/b/a Adrian & Dilia General Construction, Metairie, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2167(A).


Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. Adrian Hernandez and Dilia Costillo were present on behalf of Adrian Hernandez & Dilia Costillo d/b/a Adrian & Dilia General Construction and sworn in. Mr. Hernandez and Ms. Costillo entered a no contest plea. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to accept the plea, and Mr. Wyman seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Hernandez made a statement and presented documents to the committee. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to issue a cease and desist order and fine Adrian Hernandez & Dilia Costillo d/b/a Adrian & Dilia General Construction $2,500 plus $1,000 in administrative costs, reduced to $1,000 plus administrative costs if licensed within 90 days. Mr. Ward seconded, and the motion passed. 
3.
Cornerstone General Contractors, LLC, Ruston, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(5).
4.
Elliot Jones, Grambling, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2167 (A).

Matters 3 and 4 were consolidated. Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. This matter was previously heard in January, and testimony and evidence presented in January stands. Jesse Witt, Tracey Witt and attorney Ivan Daigs were present on behalf of Cornerstone General Contractors, LLC. Elliot Jones and attorney Carlton Jones were present on behalf of Elliot Jones. Each party was sworn in. Mr. C. Jones and Mr. Daigs entered denial pleas on behalf of their clients. 

Mr. Daigs presented documents to the committee and questioned Mr. E. Jones and Mr. Witt. Mr. Daigs called Sam Ponder with 1st National Bank, Jeff Freeman with Ruston Builder’s Supply, Tim Kennedy with Tim Kennedy Plumbing, electrician Jeff Mays, Tracey Witt, Antonio Green with Adrian Construction, Joseph McWhoster with THI Concrete, and Jason Jones with Ruston Brick to the stand for questioning. Each party was sworn in and questioned by Mr. Daigs and Mr. Andrishok. Mr. C. Jones questioned Mr. E. Jones. Mr. C. Jones and Mr. Daigs gave closing statements. 

Mr. Wyman made a motion to find Elliot Jones to be in violation, and Ms. Gibson seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Wyman made a motion to assess no fine or administrative costs, and Mr. Ward seconded. The motion passed after a vote with an objection by Ms. Gibson. Ms. Gibson made a substitute motion to fine Elliot Jones $500 plus $500 in administrative costs. The motion failed for lack of a second.

Mr. Wyman made a motion to find Cornerstone General Contractors, LLC to be in violation, and Mr. Ward seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Wyman made a motion to assess no fine or administrative costs, and Mr. Ward seconded. The motion passed after a vote with an objection by Ms. Gibson. 

5.
Steed Construction, LLC, Lafayette, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2175.2 (A)(1).


The agenda was amended to change the company name to read Steed Construction, LLC. Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. Anthony Steed was present on behalf of Steed Construction, LLC and sworn in. Mr. Steed entered a no contest plea. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to accept the plea, and Mr. Wyman seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Ward made a motion to fine Steed Construction, LLC $500 plus $500 in administrative costs, reduced to $250 in administrative costs only if registered within 90 days. Mr. Castjohn seconded, and the motion passed. 
F. 
Consideration of new applications for residential building construction license to be approved pending as listed and attached to the agenda. (Pages 5)

G.
Consideration of new applications for home improvement registration as listed and attached to the agenda. (Pages 6 -8)


Ms. Gibson made a motion to approve the new applications for residential building license and home improvement registration as listed on the agenda, and Mr. Ward seconded. The motion passed.

H. 
Presentation:  License Identification Cards

ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 1:15 p.m.




_______________________________________________________________


Lloyd “Chip” Badeaux, Chairman





_______________________________________________________________


Lee Mallett, Vice Chairman
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