STATE LICENSING BOARD FOR CONTRACTORS

Commercial board

Meeting MINUTES
December 21, 2017
The regular meeting of the Commercial Board was called to order by the Vice Chairman, William J. Clouatre, on Thursday, December 21, 2017 at 9:34 a.m. at 2525 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.
Members of the Board present:
William J. Clouatre, Vice Chairman


Lloyd “Chip” Badeaux

N.R. “Noah” Broussard

Nelson A. “Andy” Dupuy, Jr.

Courtney Fenet, Jr.

August Gallo, Jr.

Danny R. Graham

Jaclyn S. Hotard

Kenneth Jones

Donald G. Lambert

Garland Meredith

Christopher N. Stuart
Byron Talbot
Victor Weston

Chairman, Lee Mallett, was absent. Finding a quorum present, the regular order of business began.
Also attending the meeting were: Michael B. McDuff, Executive Director; Judy Dupuy, Board Administrator; Judge Darrell White, Retired, Hearing Officer; Kevin Landreneau, Board Attorney; and from the staff, Leann Evans, Nathan Rawls, Brent Templet, Lowana Cola, Elaine Riggins, Wendy Loup and John Dixon; Compliance Director, Brad Hassert; Compliance Investigators, Todd Brady, Frank Vaughan, Charmel Peterson, Jessie Wells, and Ashleigh Scott; and Tarah Revette recording the minutes. 
Mr. Talbot led the members and audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.  
Judge Darrell White gave the invocation, introduced himself, and advised those present of his duties.

Mr. Lambert made a motion to accept the Minutes of the November 15, 2017 regular meeting. Mr. Stuart seconded. The motion passed.
Mr. McDuff had no special guests to be introduced.
NEW BUSINESS
C.
JUDGMENTS/QUALIFYING PARTY HEARINGS:
1.
A/C Plus Heating and Air, LLC, Baton Rouge, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2156.1, Sec. 103 Rules and Regulations of the Board

Ms. Dupuy gave a summary of the allegations. Danny Smith was present of behalf of A/C PLUS HEATING AND AIR, LLC and was sworn in. Attorney Teresa Cop was present on behalf of the creditor, Premier HVAC Sales, LLC. Mr. Landreneau entered the exhibit packet into evidence and it was admitted. Ms. Cop stated that a payment plan has been agreed to between both parties and Mr. Smith has made a first payment. Mr. Fenet made a motion to accept the payment plan that is in place and also stated that if any deviation from or default of the payment plan by A/C PLUS HEATING AND AIR, LLC will result in an automatic revocation of the license by staff. Mr. Talbot seconded. The motion passed.
2.
Christopher Wade Waguespack, Lacomb, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2156.1, Sec. 103 Rules and Regulations of the Board

Ms. Dupuy gave a summary of the allegations. CHRISTOPHER WADE WAGUESPACK was present and was sworn in. Mr. Waguespack gave a statement to the board regarding this matter. Ms. Dupuy, Board Administrator, was sworn in and provided testimony to the board. Mr. Landreneau entered the exhibit packet into evidence and it was admitted. Mr. Talbot made a motion to give CHRISTOPHER WADE WAGUESPACK 30 days to pay the judgment or enter into a payment plan and to not allow CHRISTOPHER WADE WAGUESPACK to renew the commercial license until the judgment is paid or a payment plan is in place. Mr. Talbot continued the motion to state that failure to comply with this order will result in automatic revocation of both licenses. Mr. Gallo seconded. The motion passed.
3.
Liquid Design Group, LLC, Baton Rouge, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2156.1, Sec. 103 Rules and Regulations of the Board

Ms. Dupuy gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present on behalf of LIQUID DESIGN GROUP, LLC. Attorney Teresa Cop was present on behalf of the creditor, Cocreham Brick and Stone, Inc. Ms. Cop stated that a payment plan has been agreed to between both parties and the company has made a first payment. Ms. Dupuy, who was previously sworn, provided testimony to the board. Mr. Landreneau entered the exhibit packet into evidence and it was admitted. Mr. Talbot made a motion to accept the payment plan that is in place and also stated that if any deviation from or default of the payment plan by LIQUID DESIGN GROUP, LLC will result in an automatic revocation of the licenses by staff. Mr. Gallo seconded. The motion passed.
4.
The Olympic Group, LLC, Kenner, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2156.1, Sec. 103 Rules and Regulations of the Board

Ms. Dupuy gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present on behalf of THE OLYMPIC GROUP, LLC. Attorney Teresa Cop was present on behalf of the creditor, Sun Electrical and Instrumentation, LLC. Ms. Dupuy, who was previously sworn, provided testimony to the board. Mr. Landreneau entered the exhibit packet into evidence and it was admitted. Ms. Cop stated that a payment plan has been agreed to between both parties and the company has made a first payment. Mr. Talbot made a motion to accept the payment plan that is in place and also stated that if any deviation from or default of the payment plan by THE OLYMPIC GROUP, LLC will result in an automatic revocation of the licenses by staff. Mr. Stuart seconded. The motion passed.
5.
W. Allen Construction, LLC, Baton Rouge, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2156.1, Sec. 103 Rules and Regulations of the Board

Ms. Dupuy gave a summary of the allegations and made a correction to the agenda stating the judgment was rendered on the 18th day of March, 2016. No one was present on behalf of W. ALLEN CONSTRUCTION, LLC. Attorney Creighton Abadie was present on behalf of the creditor, Coburn Supply Company, LLC. Ms. Dupuy, who was previously sworn, provided testimony to the board. Mr. Landreneau entered the exhibit packet into evidence and it was admitted. Mr. Abadie stated that the judgment is unpaid and there is no payment plan in place. Mr. Talbot made a motion to give W. ALLEN CONSTRUCTION, LLC 30 days to pay the judgment or enter into a payment plan.  If these terms are not satisfied within 30 days the licenses will be automatically revoked by staff. Mr. Gallo seconded. The motion passed.
6.
Bobby G. Chaler, Shreveport, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2156.1, Sec. 103 Rules and Regulations of the Board

Ms. Evans gave a summary of the allegations. BOBBY G. CHALER was not present. Attorney Creighton Abadie was present on behalf of the creditor, Coburn Supply Company, Inc. Ms. Evans, Administrative Manager, was sworn in and provided testimony to the board. Mr. Landreneau entered the exhibit packet into evidence and it was admitted. Mr. Abadie stated that a payment plan has been agreed to by both parties. Mr. Talbot made a motion to give BOBBY G. CHALER 30 days to pay the judgment or enter into a payment plan.  If these terms are not satisfied within 30 days the license will be automatically revoked by staff. Mr. Gallo seconded. The motion passed.
D.
Compliance HearingS: 
1. Tim Clark Construction, LLC, New Orleans, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(3) and Rules and Regulations Section 101
Ms. Evans requested this item to be removed from the agenda due to service issues. Mr. Gallo made a motion to remove this item from the agenda. Mr. Fenet seconded. The motion passed. 
2. a)
D & C #1 Construction, LLC, Natchitoches, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(4)
b)
Griffin Company of Dalton, LLC, Dalton, Georgia – La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1)
Ms. Evans gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offers presented by D & C #1 CONSTRUCTION, LLC and GRIFFIN COMPANY OF DALTON, LLC. Mr. Talbot made a motion to accept to the settlement offers as presented, which both included a no contest plea. Mr. Stuart seconded. The motion passed.
3. a)
Hoyt Hayes, Jr. Construction, Inc., Jackson, Tennessee – La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(4)
b)
Brian Hayes d/b/a MSMA, LLC, Jackson, Tennessee – La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1)
Ms. Evans gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offers presented by HOYT HAYES, JR. CONSTRUCTION, INC. and BRIAN HAYES D/B/A MSMA, LLC. Attorney Matthew Emmons was present on behalf of both entities and gave a statement to the board. Mr. Dupuy made a motion to accept to the settlement offers as presented, which both included a no contest plea. Mr. Jones seconded. The motion passed. 

4. James Miller Plumbing, LLC, Lafayette, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1)
Ms. Evans gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by JAMES MILLER PLUMBING, LLC. Mr. Gallo made a motion to accept the settlement offer as presented, which included a no contest plea. Mr. Meredith seconded. The motion passed.  
5. D'Argent Construction, LLC, Alexandria, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(4)
Ms. Evans gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by D'ARGENT CONSTRUCTION, LLC. Mr. Meredith made a motion to accept the settlement offer as presented, which included a no contest plea. Mr. Gallo seconded. The motion passed. 
E. STATUTORY CITATIONS:

Ms. Evans presented the statutory citations. Mr. Gallo made a motion to accept the statutory citations as presented. Mr. Jones seconded. The motion passed.
OLD BUSINESS

F. COMPLIANCE CONTINUANCES:

1. B & H Asphalt Paving, LLC, Lacombe, Louisiana – La. R.S. 2160(A)(1)
Ms. Evans gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by B & H ASPHALT PAVING, LLC. Mr. Jones made a motion to accept the settlement offer as presented, which included a no contest plea. Mr. Meredith seconded. The motion passed.
<Matters F. 2. and G. 1. were companion matters. Matters F. 2. and G. 1. were consolidated and heard together.>

2. R & N Pool Service, Inc., Houma, Louisiana – La. R.S. 2158(A)(5)
G. 
1. 
Isaias Toscano, Jr. d/b/a Junior's Pool Plastering, LLC, Kenner, Louisiana La. R.S. 37:2167(A)
Ms. Evans gave a summary of the allegations. Attorney Alvin Dupre was present to represent R & N POOL SERVICE, INC. and ISAIAS TOSCANO, JR. D/B/A JUNIOR'S POOL PLASTERING, LLC. Robert Dinger was present on behalf of R & N POOL SERVICE, INC. and was sworn in. Isaias Toscano was present on behalf of ISAIAS TOSCANO, JR. D/B/A JUNIOR'S POOL PLASTERING, LLC and was sworn in.

Ms. Evans stated that Mr. Dupre had previously requested a continuance for ISAIAS TOSCANO, JR. D/B/A JUNIOR'S POOL PLASTERING, LLC but due to an error by staff the matter was heard on October 19, 2017. Ms. Evans stated that staff was requesting a rehearing for this matter. Mr. Weston made a motion to rehear this matter. Mr. Dupuy seconded. The motion passed.
Ms. Evans gave a summary of the allegations for both matters. Mr. Dupre entered a no contest plea for R & N POOL SERVICE, INC. Mr. Jones made a motion to accept the plea. Mr. Meredith seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Dupre entered a no contest plea for ISAIAS TOSCANO, JR. D/B/A JUNIOR'S POOL PLASTERING, LLC. Mr. Jones made a motion to accept the plea. Mr. Meredith seconded. The motion passed. 
Mr. Dupre gave a statement and presented settlement offers to the board for R & N POOL SERVICE, INC. and ISAIAS TOSCANO, JR. D/B/A JUNIOR'S POOL PLASTERING, LLC. Mr. Dinger gave a statement to the board. Mr. Toscano also gave a statement to the board. The board questioned Mr. Dinger and Mr. Toscano. 
After discussion, Mr. Graham made a motion to accept both settlement offers as presented. Mr. Stuart seconded. The motion passed.

3. 
a)
Castillo Bros., LLC, Sulphur, Louisiana – La. R.S. 2160(A)(1)
Ms. Evans gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present on behalf of CASTILLO BROS., LLC. Investigator Frank Vaughan was called to the stand and was sworn in. Mr. Vaughan reviewed the exhibit packet and provided testimony to the board. Mr. Landreneau entered the exhibit packet into evidence and it was admitted. Mr. Weston made a motion to find CASTILLO BROS., LLC to be in violation. Mr. Gallo seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Weston made a motion to assess a $10,000 fine plus $500 in administrative costs, but after discussion Mr. Badeaux made a substitute motion to assess the maximum fine plus $500 in administrative costs. Mr. Gallo seconded the substitute motion. The substitute motion passed with one opposed by Mr. Fenet.
b)
George Robert Rivet, Lake Charles, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(3), 2158(A)(4) and Rules and Regulations of the Board Sec. 109
Ms. Evans gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by GEORGE ROBERT RIVET. Mr. Weston made a motion to accept the settlement offer as presented, which included a no contest plea. Mr. Jones seconded. The motion passed.
4.
Integrity Carpet, Inc., Kenner, Louisiana – La. R.S. 2160(A)(1).
Ms. Evans gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by INTEGRITY CARPET, INC. Mr. Meredith made a motion to accept the settlement offer as presented, which included a no contest plea. Mr. Gallo seconded. The motion passed.
5.
Downtown Development Group, LLC, New Orleans, Louisiana – La. R.S. 2160(A)(1).
Ms. Evans gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT GROUP, LLC. Mr. Lambert made a motion to accept the settlement offer as presented, which included a no contest plea. Mr. Gallo seconded. The motion passed.
G. REQUEST FOR REHEARING/RECONSIDERATION:

1.
Isaias Toscano, Jr. d/b/a Junior's Pool Plastering, LLC, Kenner, Louisiana La. R.S. 37:2167(A)
This matter was a companion matter to agenda item F. 2. Matters F. 2. and G. 1. were consolidated and heard together.
h.
REPORTS:

1.
Staff Reports – Ms. Dupuy introduced a new compliance investigator, John Leblanc, for the Lafayette area.

2.
Building Report – Mr. Graham updated the board regarding the proposed development of the agency’s new building.

3.
Classification and Testing Report – Mr. Gallo stated that the report will be given at a later time.

4.
Legislative/Rules and Regulations Report – Mr. Fenet had no new report

5.
Finance Report – Mr. Dupuy asked for a motion to accept the November financial statement as presented. Mr. Weston made a motion to accept the November financial statement as presented. Mr. Graham seconded. The motion passed.

6.
Residential Building Report – Mr. Badeaux gave the report at a later time.
I.
Consideration of additional classifications for residential licenses, residential applications, home improvement registrations and actions of the December 20, 2017 Residential Building Subcommittee. (Pages 5-14)
Mr. Badeaux asked for a motion to approve the additional classifications for residential licenses as listed on the agenda. Mr. Weston made a motion to approve the additional classifications for residential licenses as listed on the agenda, and Mr. Lamber seconded. The motion passed. 
Mr. Badeaux asked for a motion to approve the residential applications as listed on the agenda. Mr. Lambert made a motion to approve the residential applications as listed on the agenda, and Mr. Stuart seconded. The motion passed. 
Mr. Badeaux asked for a motion to approve the home improvement applications as listed on the agenda. Mr. Lambert made a motion to approve the home improvement applications as listed on the agenda, and Mr. Stuart seconded. The motion passed. 
Mr. Badeaux asked for a motion to approve and ratify the actions taken at the December 20, 2017 Residential Building Subcommittee meeting. Mr. Jones made a motion to approve and ratify the actions taken at the December 20, 2017 Residential Building Subcommittee meeting and Mr. Stuart seconded. The motion passed.
J.
Consideration of reciprocity and exemption requests as listed and attached to the agenda. (Pages 15-17)
Mr. Dupuy made a motion to approve the exemptions based on Reciprocity as listed on pages of the agenda, and Mr. Gallo seconded. The motion passed. 
Mr. Dupuy made a motion to approve the Exemptions as listed on page of the agenda with the following exceptions: SIB Construction, L.L.C. was granted an oral exam for the trade exam and J. Brown Construction, L.L.C. was approved pending résumé. Mr. Weston seconded, and the motion passed.
K. 
Consideration of mold remediation application as listed and attached to the agenda. (Page 18)

Mr. Lambert made a motion to approve the mold remediation application as listed on the agenda, and Mr. Stuart seconded. The motion passed.

L.
Consideration of additional classifications as listed and attached to the agenda. (Pages 19-20)
Mr. Lambert made a motion to approve the additional classifications as listed on the agenda, and Mr. Stuart seconded. The motion passed.

M.
Consideration of commercial applications as listed and attached to the agenda. (Pages 21-31)
Mr. Lambert made a motion to approve the commercial applications as listed on the agenda. Mr. Stuart seconded. The motion passed. 

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. Lambert made a motion to adjourn at 10:43 a.m., and Mr. Fenet seconded. The motion passed. 



________________________________________________




Lee Mallett, Chairman




_________________________________________________




Byron E. Talbot, Secretary
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