STATE LICENSING BOARD FOR CONTRACTORS

Commercial board

Meeting MINUTES

December 15, 2016
The regular meeting of the Commercial Board was called to order by the Chairman, Lee Mallet, on Thursday, December 15, 2016 at 9:32 a.m. at 2525 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.
Members of the Board present:
Lee Mallett, Chairman

William J. Clouatre, Vice Chairman


Lloyd “Chip” Badeaux

N.R. “Noah” Broussard

Nelson A. “Andy” Dupuy, Jr.

Courtney Fenet, Jr.

August Gallo, Jr.

Danny R. Graham


Kenneth Jones

Donald G. Lambert

Garland Meredith

Christopher N. Stuart
Victor Weston
Members Byron Talbot and Art Walker were absent. Finding a quorum present, the regular order of business began.
Also attending the meeting were: Michael B. McDuff, Executive Director; Judy Dupuy, Board Administrator; Judge Darrell White, Retired, Hearing Officer; Larry Bankston, Board Attorney; and from the staff, Leann Evans, Brent Templet, Nathan Rawls, Doug Traylor, Monica Davis, Lowana Cola, Emma Payne, Rhonda Levy, and John Dixon; Compliance Director, Brad Hassert; Compliance Investigators, Charmel Peterson, Jessica Jones, and Scott Corley; and Tarah Revette recording the minutes.  
Mr. Clouatre led the members and audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.  
Judge Darrell White gave the invocation, introduced himself, and advised those present of his duties.

Mr. Lambert made a motion to accept the Minutes of the November 17, 2016 regular meeting. Mr. Stuart seconded. The motion passed.
Mr. McDuff introduced guests Ronald Burrough with the Louisiana Attorney General’s office; Lynwood Allemore, former Compliance Supervisor for the board; and Mrs. Sonya Gallo.
NEW BUSINESS 
C.
Compliance HearingS: 
1. Slate Specialties, LLC, Alexandria, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(3) and Rules and Regulations Section 101(A).
This matter was continued.
2. Matters 2a – 2f were consolidated.

a)
DD&B Construction, Inc., Gaithersburg, Maryland – La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(4).
Ms. Evans gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by DD&B CONSTRUCTION, INC. Mr. Stuart made a motion to reject the settlement offer as presented, to counteroffer with a $6000 fine plus $500 in administrative costs and to accept the initial no contest plea. Mr. Graham seconded. The motion passed with one opposed by Mr. Badeaux.
b)
Ed Mulder d/b/a Mulder Fire Protection, Inc., San Antonio, Texas – La. R.S. 2160(A)(1).

Ms. Evans gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by ED MULDER D/B/A MULDER FIRE PROTECTION, INC. Mr. Jones made a motion to accept the settlement offer as presented, which included a no contest plea. Mr. Gallo seconded. The motion passed.
c)
Chris Carpenter d/b/a Cool Tex Roofing & Services, Georgetown, Texas – La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1)
Ms. Evans gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by CHRIS CARPENTER D/B/A COOL TEX ROOFING & SERVICES. Mr. Jones made a motion to accept the settlement offer as presented, which included a no contest plea. Mr. Gallo seconded. The motion passed.
d)
Margarito Navarro d/b/a OCAP Construction Services, Hutto, Texas – La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1)
Ms. Evans gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by MARGARITO NAVARRO D/B/A OCAP CONSTRUCTION SERVICES. Mr. Jones made a motion to accept the settlement offer as presented, which included a no contest plea. Mr. Gallo seconded. The motion passed.
e)
Bruce Givens d/b/a Givens Dirtworks, LLC, West Monroe, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1)
Ms. Evans gave a summary of the allegations. Bruce Givens was present on behalf of BRUCE GIVENS D/B/A GIVENS DIRTWORKS, LLC and was sworn in. Mr. Givens entered a plea of admission. Mr. Lambert made a motion to accept the plea. Mr. Weston seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Givens gave a statement to the board regarding this matter. Mr. Givens changed his initial plea to a no contest plea. Mr. Gallo made a motion to accept the change in plea. Mr. Jones seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Givens gave an additional statement. Mr. Weston made a motion to assess a $500 fine plus $500 in administrative costs. Mr. Lambert seconded. The motion passed.
f)
Mid-Continent Millwork, LLC, Tulsa, Oklahoma – La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1)
Ms. Evans gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by MID-CONTINENT MILLWORK, LLC. Mr. Jones made a motion to accept the settlement offer as presented, which included a no contest plea. Mr. Gallo seconded. The motion passed.
3. Louisiana Lighting and Maintenance, LLC, Pollock, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1)
Ms. Evans gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by LOUISIANA LIGHTING AND MAINTENANCE, LLC.  Mr. Stuart made a motion to accept the settlement offer as presented, which included a no contest plea. Mr. Jones seconded. The motion passed.
F. STATUTORY CITATIONS
Ms. Evans presented the statutory citations. Mr. Gallo made a motion to accept the statutory citations as presented. Mr. Dupuy seconded. The motion passed.
OLD BUSINESS

G. COMPLIANCE HEARINGS/CONTINUANCES:

1. 
Matters 1a and 1b were consolidated.

a)
Yoshi Kazu, LLC, Thibodaux, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1)
b)
Jared Loupe d/b/a Loupe’s Electrical & Air Conditioning, Morgan City, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1)
Ms. Evans gave a summary of the allegations for matters 1a and 1b. Jared Loupe was present on behalf of JARED LOUPE D/B/A LOUPE’S ELECTRICAL & AIR CONDITIONING. Mr. Loupe entered a no contest plea. Mr. Jones made a motion to accept the plea. Lambert seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Loupe gave a statement to the board regarding this matter. The board questioned Mr. Loupe. Investigator Charmel Peterson was called to the stand and was sworn in. Ms. Peterson provided testimony to the board. Mr. Stuart made a motion and Mr. Weston seconded; however, upon discussion Mr. Fenet made an amended motion. Mr. Fenet made a motion to assess $1000 fine plus $500 administrative costs and to allow the fine to be reduced to $500 plus $500 in administrative costs if the company obtains a license within 90 days. Mr. Lambert seconded. The motion passed with three opposed by Mr. Jones, Mr. Weston and Mr. Stuart. 
No one was present on behalf of YOSHI KAZU, LLC. Investigator Charmel Peterson, who was previously sworn, was called to the stand. Ms. Peterson reviewed the exhibit packet and provided testimony to the board. Mr. Bankston entered the exhibit packet into evidence and it was admitted. Mr. Meredith made a motion to fine YOSHI KAZU, LLC to be in violation. Mr. Graham seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Meredith made a motion to assess the maximum fine plus $500 in administrative costs. Mr. Graham seconded. The motion passed.
2. 
Matters 2a – 2c were consolidated.

a)
Metro Plumbing Co., Inc., Harahan, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(4)
Ms. Evans gave a summary of the allegations. Randy Deslatte was present on behalf of METRO PLUMBING CO., INC. and was sworn in. Mr. Deslatte entered a denial plea. Investigator Charmel Peterson, who was previously sworn, was called to the stand. Mr. Deslatte changed his initial denial plea to a no contest plea. Mr. Jones made a motion to accept the plea. Mr. Stuart seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Deslatte gave a statement to the board regarding this matter. Mr. Stuart made a motion to dismiss this matter. Mr. Gallo seconded. The motion passed.
b)
All Pro Electric, Inc., Kenner, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(4)
Ms. Evans gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present on behalf of ALL PRO ELECTRIC, INC. Investigator Charmel Peter, who was previously sworn in, was called to the stand. Ms. Peterson reviewed the exhibit packet and provided testimony to the board. Mr. Bankston entered the exhibit packet into evidence and it was admitted. Mr. Stuart made a motion to dismiss this matter. Mr. Gallo seconded. The motion passed.
c)
Gordon Construction Company, LLC, Metairie, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1)
Ms. Evans gave a summary of the allegations. Robert Gordon was present on behalf of GORDON CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, LLC and was sworn in. Mr. Gordon entered a denial plea. Mr. Gordon gave a statement to the board. Mr. Gordon changed his initial denial plea to a no contest plea. Mr. Graham made a motion to accept the plea. Mr. Stuart seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Gordon presented a settlement offer on the board. Mr. Lambert made a motion to accept the settlement offer as presented. Mr. Fenet seconded. The motion passed with three opposed by Mr. Badeaux, Mr. Jones and Mr. Graham.
3.
Metro Floors & More, LLC, Prairieville, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(3) and Rules and Regulations of the Board Sec. 109
Ms. Evans gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by METRO FLOORS & MORE, LLC. Mr. Gallo made a motion to accept the settlement offer as presented, which included a no contest plea. Mr. Graham seconded. The motion passed.
4.
Kevin & Chris Stewart d/b/a Gafford Construction & Designs, Houma, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1)
Ms. Evans gave a summary of the allegations. Attorney Michael Zerlin, Kevin Stewart, and Chris Stewart were present on behalf of KEVIN & CHRIS STEWART D/B/A GAFFORD CONSTRUCTION & DESIGNS. Kevin and Chris Stewart were sworn in. Mr. Zerlin entered a denial plea. Investigator Charmel Peterson, who was previously sworn, was called to the stand. Ms. Peterson reviewed the exhibit packet and provided testimony to the board. Mr. Bankston entered the exhibit packet into evidence and it was admitted. Mr. Zerlin questioned Ms. Peterson. Mr. Zerlin gave a statement to the board regarding this matter. Mr. Zerlin changed the initial denial plea to a no contest plea. Mr. Jones made a motion to accept the plea. Mr. Dupuy seconded. The motion passed. Homeowner John Parks was present and was sworn in. Mr. Parks provided testimony to the board. Mr. Kevin Stewart gave a statement to the board. Mr. Meredith made a motion to assess the maximum fine plus $500 in administrative costs and to issue the cease and desist order. Mr. Jones seconded. The motion passed with two opposed by Mr. Fenet and Mr. Badeaux.
5.
Axiom DR Construction, LLC, Spring, Texas – La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(4)
Ms. Evans gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by AXIOM DR CONSTRUCTION, LLC. Mr. Weston made a motion to accept the settlement offer as presented, which included a no contest plea. Mr. Stuart seconded. The motion passed.
h.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

1.
Report from the Staff – Ms. Dupuy reported to the board regarding the amount of applications received after the Historic Flood of 2016. Ms. Dupuy reminded the board about the mandatory annual training for all the board members.

2.
Building Committee – Mr. Graham gave a report regarding the progress on the agency’s new building project. Mr. Graham made a motion to approve the Resolution for Space Use Agreement with Louisiana Associated General Contractors for LSLBC’s new building. Mr. Badeaux seconded. The motion passed.

3.
Classification and Testing Committee – Mr. Gallo had no new report.

4.
Legislative/Rules and Regulations Committee – Mr. Fenet had no new report.

5.
Finance Committee – Mr. Dupuy made a motion to accept the November financial statement as presented. Mr. Badeaux seconded. The motion passed. 
Mr. Dupuy made a motion to adjust the following items on the 2016 Operating Budget:  to transfer $10,000.00 from Equipment Maintenance to Exam Program, to transfer $3000.00 from Supplies-Automobile to Supplies-Building, to increase the Terminal Leave Paid budget by $25,000.00, to increase the Travel-Board Members budget by $10,000.00, to increase the Telephone budget by $15,500.00, to increase the Processing Fees budget by $1,000.00, to increase the Investment Fees-Argent Bank budget by $500.00, to increase the Office Supplies budget by $3,000.00, to increase the Building-Construction in Progress budget by $2,950,000.00, and to increase the Civil Service Operations budget by $987.00. Mr. Gallo seconded, and the motion passed.
Mr. Dupuy made a motion accept the 2016 Louisiana Compliance Questionnaire for Audit Engagements of Government Entities as presented. Mr. Jones seconded. The motion passed.
Mr. Dupuy made a motion to accept the Proposed 2017 Louisiana State Licensing Board for Contractors Operating Budget as presented. Mr. Graham seconded. The motion passed.


6.
Residential Building Committee – Mr. Jones gave the report at a later time.
I.
Consideration of residential applications, home improvement registrations and residential licensure exemptions as listed and attached to the agenda, and actions of the December 14, 2016 Residential Building Subcommittee. (Pages 4-17)
Mr. Jones made a motion to approve the residential applications as listed on the agenda with the exception of G TEMPLE CONSTRUCTION LLC. Mr. Meredith seconded. The motion passed. 
Mr. Jones made a motion to approve the home improvement applications as listed on the agenda, and Mr. Meredith seconded. The motion passed. 
Mr. Jones made a motion to approve the actions taken at the December 14, 2016 Residential Building Subcommittee meeting and Mr. Meredith seconded. The motion passed.
J.
Consideration of reciprocity and exemption requests as listed and attached to the agenda. (Pages 18-20)
Mr. Dupuy made a motion to approve the exemptions based on Reciprocity as listed on the agenda, and Mr. Weston seconded. The motion passed. 
Mr. Dupuy made a motion to approve the Exemptions as listed on the agenda except for the following companies, who were not approved: LAKEY, INC. OF TEXAS, V. KEELER AND ASSOCIATES, INC. and V. KEELER & ASSOCIATES, L.L.C. Mr. Dupuy also stated that JULIEN ENTERPRISES, INC. would be approved pending resume. Mr. Weston seconded. The motion passed.
K. 
Consideration of mold remediation application as listed and attached to the agenda. (Page 21)

Mr. Lambert made a motion to approve the mold remediation application as listed on the agenda, and Mr. Stuart seconded. The motion passed.

L.
Consideration of additional classifications as listed and attached to the agenda. (Pages 22-23)
Mr. Lambert made a motion to approve the additional classifications as listed on the agenda, and Mr. Stuart seconded. The motion passed.

M.
Consideration of commercial applications as listed and attached to the agenda. (Pages 24-33)
Mr. Lambert made a motion to approve the commercial applications as listed on the agenda. Mr. Stuart seconded. The motion passed. 

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. Dupuy made a motion to adjourn at 11: 04 a.m., and Mr. Weston seconded. The motion passed. 



________________________________________________




Lee Mallett, Chairman




_________________________________________________




Byron E. Talbot, Secretary
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