
STATE LICENSING BOARD FOR CONTRACTORS

Commercial board Meeting MINUTES

November 20, 2014
The regular monthly meeting of the Board was called to order by the Chairman at 9:40 a.m. in the Conference Room of the Board’s offices, Baton Rouge, Louisiana. Members of the Board present:


Lee Mallett, Chairman


Byron Talbot, Vice Chairman

Lloyd “Chip” Badeaux

N.R. “Noah” Broussard

William J. Clouatre


Nelson A. “Andy” Dupuy, Jr.

August Gallo, Jr.


Danny R. Graham


Kenneth Jones

Donald G. Lambert

Christopher Stuart

Art O. Walker
Victor Weston
Courtney Fenet, Jr., and Garland Meredith were absent. Finding a quorum present, the regular order of business began.

Also attending the meeting were: Michael B. McDuff, Executive Director; Judy Dupuy, Board Administrator; Judge Darrell White, Retired, Hearing Officer; Jennifer Sims, Board Attorney; and from the staff, Bobbie Hughes, Brent Templet, Tricia Wood, Doug Traylor, Nikki Lopez, Nathan Rawls, and John Dixon; Compliance Director, Marianne Sullivan; Compliance Investigators, Frank Vaughan, Leann Evans, Jessie Wells, William Collins, Dylan Bourg, Johnny Rogers, Tommy Mimnaugh, Todd Brady, Greg Perrin, Chris Verges, Bobbie Abraham, and William Valentine; and Tarah Barbier recording the minutes. 
Mr. Lambert led the members and audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.  
Judge Darrell White gave the invocation, introduced himself, and advised those present of his duties.

Mr. Lambert made a motion to accept the Minutes of the October 16, 2014 regular meeting, and Mr. Dupuy seconded.   The motion passed.
Mr. McDuff introduced Ronald Burrough with the Attorney General’s office and Ken Naquin with the Louisiana Associated General Contractors. 
NEW BUSINESS
C. JUDGMENT(S):

1.
Ray-BAr Construction, LLC, Baton Rouge, LA – La. R.S. 37:2150-2192, 2158(A)(8) and (A)(9), 2156.1(D)(1) and Section 115 of the Board’s Rules and Regulations.  


Ms. Dupuy gave a summary of the allegations. M. L. Raymond was present on behalf of RAY-BAR CONSTRUCTION, LLC. Mr. Raymond was sworn in. Attorney Teresa Cop was present on behalf of the creditor. Ms. Cop gave statement. Ms. Cop reported that a payment plan had been entered into with the debtor, that ½ of the balance had been paid, with the remaining balance due December 15, 2014. Mr. Weston made a motion to accept the payment plan presented, but added a requirement that RAY-BAR CONSTRUCTION, LLC provide proof of compliance/payment by December 31, 2014, or the license would be automatically revoked. Mr. Stuart seconded. The motion passed.
REQUEST FOR JUDGMENT REHEARING/RECONSIDERATION OF PENALTY:
 2.
Campanella and Trudy Kent d/b/a C. Kent and Associates, New Orleans, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2150-2192, 2158(A)(8) and (A)(9), 2156.1 (D)(1), and Sec. 115 of the Board’s Rules and Regulations.


Ms. Dupuy gave a summary of the allegations and action taken by the Board at the August 21, 2014 Commercial Board Meeting. CampanellaKent, who was sworn in, and Attorney Kim O’Dowd were present on behalf of Campanella and Trudy Kent d/b/a C. Kent and Associates. Ms. Sims entered into evidence correspondence from the creditor and it was admitted. Ms. O’Dowd gave a statement. Mr. Weston made a motion to reject the Rehearing request, thereby continuing the revocation of the license. Mr. Gallo seconded. The motion passed.
3.  Peake Construction, LLC, Slidell, LA – La. R.S. 37:2150-2192, 2158(A)(8) and (A)(9), 2156.1(D)(1) and Section 115 of the Board’s Rules and Regulations.  


Ms. Dupuy gave a summary of the allegations and the action taken by the Board at the October 16, 2014 Commercial Board Meeting. William Tadlock was present of behalf of PEAKE CONSTRUCTION, LLC and was sworn in. Ms. Dupuy stated that a payment plan was agreed upon by the creditor and Mr. Tadlock. Mr. Weston made a motion to approve the rehearing request. Mr. Graham seconded. The motion passed. Ms. Sims entered into evidence the exhibit packet and a copy of the payment plan and it was admitted. Mr. Gallo made a motion to reinstate the licenses for PEAKE CONSTRUCTION, LLC giving the staff the approval to revoke the license if the payment plan is not complied with. Mr. Talbot seconded. The motion passed.
D.
Compliance Hearing(S): 

1.
Industrial And Commercial Mechanical, LLC, Beaumont, Texas – La. R.S. 37:2160(A)(1) and 2163(A)(4).
Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Attorney Christopher Riviere was present on behalf of Industrial And Commercial Mechanical, LLC. ms. Hughes read the settlement offer presented by the company and stated that the company has also applied for a license. Mr. Riviere gave a statement. Mr. Weston made a motion to accept the settlement offer, which included a no contest plea. Mr. Gallo seconded. The motion passed.
2.    a) 
Abner Glyn Nale, Marion, Louisiana – La. R.S. 2160(A)(1)
Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by ABNER GLYN NALE. Mr. Badeaux made a motion to accept the settlement offer, which included a no contest plea. Mr. Stuart seconded. The motion passed.

b)
Miller Air & Electric Company, LLC, Marion, Louisiana – La. R.S. 2158(A)(4)
Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by MILLER AIR & ELECTRIC COMPANY, LLC. Mr. Dupuy made a motion to accept the settlement offer. Mr. Gallo seconded. The motion passed.


c)
Hattaway Plumbing, LLC, Farmerville, Louisiana – La. R.S. 2160(A)(1)
Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by HATTAWAY PLUMBING, LLC. Mr. Gallo made a motion to accept the settlement. Mr. Graham seconded. The motion passed.

3.
a) 
Morton Buildings, Inc., Morton, Illinois – La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(4)
Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by MORTON BUILDINGS, INC. Mr. Gallo made a motion to accept the settlement offer, which included a no contest plea. Mr. Graham seconded. The motion passed.

b)
Gary Reynolds, Marshall, Texas – La. R.S. 2160(A)(1)
Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present on behalf of GARY REYNOLDS. Investigator Bobby Abraham was called to the stand and was sworn in. Mr. Abraham reviewed the exhibit packet. Ms Sims filed the exhibit packet into evidence and it was admitted. Mr. Gallo made a motion to find GARY REYNOLDS guilty. Mr. Graham seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Gallo made a motion to assess the maximum fine plus $500 administrative costs and to issue a cease and desist order. Mr. Talbot seconded. The motion passed.
4.
David Gregory Toal, New Orleans, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(2)
Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Ms. Hughes stated that a continuance was requested. Mr. Dupuy made a motion to continue the case until the December Board Meeting. Mr. Weston seconded. The motion passed.
5.
a)
RRC, LLC, Baton Rouge, Louisiana – La. R.S. 2160(A)(1)


Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Jorge Oseguera was present on behalf of RRC, LLC and was sworn in. Mr. Oseguera entered a no contest plea. Mr. Weston made a motion to accept the plea. Mr. Graham seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Lambert made a motion to fine RRC, LLC $250 plus $500 administrative costs. Mr. Clouatre seconded. The motion passed.

b)
Signs Empire, LLC, Metairie, Louisiana – La. R.S. 2160(A)(1)

Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by SIGNS EMPIRE, LLC. Mr. Lambert made a motion to accept the settlement offer, which included a no contest plea. Mr. Clouatre seconded. The motion passed.
6. 
Matters 6a - 6g were consolidated.


a)
Plaquemine Plaza Holdings, LLC, Baton Rouge, Louisiana – La. R.S. 2160(A)(1)


Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by PLAQUEMINE PLAZA HOLDINGS, LLC. Ms. Sims recused herself from this matter. Mr. Clouatre made a motion to accept the settlement offer, which included a no contest plea. Mr. Talbot seconded. The motion passed.

b)  
John Storm medical Equipment, Inc., West Monroe, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(4)

Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by JOHN STORM MEDICAL EQUIPMENT, INC. Ms. Hughes stated that the company is a properly licensed contractor with the board. Mr. Dupuy made a motion to accept the settlement offer. Mr. Stuart seconded. The motion passed.

c)  
Interactive Solutions, LLC, Baton Rouge, Louisiana – La. R.S. 2160(A)(1)
Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Richard Daspit and Attorney Mary Barrios were present on behalf of INTERACTIVE SOLUTIONS, LLC. Ms. Barrios gave a statement. Mr. Daspit entered a no contest plea. Mr. Gallo made a motion to accept the plea. Mr. Graham accepted. The motion passed. Ms. Hughes read the settlement offer presented by the company. Mr. Weston made a motion to accept the settlement offer. Mr. Gallo seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Weston made a motion to amend the settlement offer. Mr. Clouatre seconded. The motion passed. Ms. Barrios presented an amended settlement offer to the board. Mr. Weston made a motion to accept the amended settlement offer. Mr. Clouatre seconded. The motion passed.

d) 
J.E. Boudreaux Services, Inc., Houma, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(4)

Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by J.E. BOUDREAUX SERVICES, INC. Ms. Hughes stated that the company is a properly licensed contractor with the board. Mr. Badeaux made a motion to accept the settlement offer, which included a no contest plea. Mr. Stuart seconded. The motion passed.

e)  
Manuel Juarez Mateos, Houma, Louisiana – La. R.S. 2160(A)(1)

Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present on behalf of MANUEL JUAREZ MATEOS. Investigator Leann Evans was called to the stand and sworn in. Ms. Evans reviewed the exhibit packet. Ms. Sims filed the exhibit packet into evidence and it was admitted. Mr. Lambert made a motion to dismiss the violation. Mr. Stuart seconded. The motion passed.

f)  
Carlos Castellanos, Metairie, Louisiana – La. R.S. 2160(A)(1)

Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present of behalf of CARLOS CASTELLANOS.  Investigator Leann Evans, previously sworn in, reviewed the exhibit packet. Ms. Sims filed the exhibit packet into evidence and it was admitted. Mr. Lambert made a motion to dismiss the violation. Mr. Stuart seconded. The motion passed.

g) 
Crescent City Construction & Renovations, LLC, Slidell, Louisiana – La. R.S. 2160(A)(1)
Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by CRESCENT CITY CONSTRUCTION & RENOVATIONS, LLC. Ms. Hughes stated that company has applied for a license with the board. Mr. Stuart made a motion to accept the settlement offer, which included a no contest plea. Mr. Clouatre seconded. The motion passed.
7. 
Matters 7a, 7b, 7d – 7j, 7l – 7n were consolidated. Matters 7c and 7k were excluded.

a)  
Mark Morad D/B/A Checkered Parrot,  New Orleans, Louisiana – La. R.S. 2160(A)(1)

Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Mark Morad was present on behalf of MARK MORAD D/B/A CHECKERED PARROT and was sworn in. Mr. Morad entered a denial plea. Mr. Weston made a motion to accept the plea. Mr. Talbot seconded. The motion passed. Investigator Charmel Peterson was called to the stand and sworn in. Ms. Peterson reviewed the exhibit packet and gave a statement. Ms. Sims entered the exhibit packet into evidence and it was admitted. Mr. Morad gave a statement. Mr. Morad changed his original plea to a no contest plea. Mr. Gallo made a motion to accept the plea. Mr. Dupuy seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Morad entered documents into evidence and they were admitted. Ms. Sims called Jose Garcia, the representative for FIVE STAR BUILDERS, LLC to the stand and was sworn in. Attorney Sarah Whalen also came to the stand to represent FIVE STAR BUILDERS, LLC. Mr. Garcia and Ms. Whalen gave a statement. The other consolidated matters were heard in reference to this violation before a ruling was made. After the other consolidated matters were heard Mr. Morad gave a final statement. Mr. Morad presented a settlement offer to the board. Mr. Lambert made a motion to deny the settlement offer. Mr. Weston seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Morad presented a second settlement offer to the board. Mr. Talbot made a motion to accept the second settlement offer. Mr. Dupuy seconded. The motion passed.
b)
Montana Electric, LLC, New Orleans, Louisiana – La. R.S. 2160(A)(1)
Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Michael Montana was present on behalf of MONTANA ELECTRIC, LLC and was sworn in. Mr. Montana entered a no contest plea. Mr. Weston made a motion to accept the plea. Mr. Gallo seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Montana gave a statement and offered the board a settlement offer. Mr. Dupuy made a motion to accept the settlement offer. Mr. Clouatre seconded. The motion passed.

c)
Five Star Builders, LLC, New Orleans, Louisiana – R.S. 2160(A)(1)

This matter was excluded from consolidation. Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Jose Garcia, previously sworn in, was present on behalf of FIVE STAR BUILDERS, LLC. Attorney Sarah Whalen was also there to represent the company. Mr. Garcia entered a no contest plea. Mr. Clouatre made a motion to accept the plea. Mr. Lambert seconded. The motion passed. Ms. Whalen presented a settlement offer to the board. Ms. Sims stated that Mr. Garcia does have an outstanding balance with the board for a fine on a previous violation from 2010. Investigator Charmel Peterson, previously sworn in, was called to the stand and gave a statement. The settlement offer was rejected. Mr. Lambert made a motion to fine FIVE STAR BUILDERS, LLC $8000 plus $500 administrative cost and to issue a cease and desist order. Mr. Gallo seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Jones made a motion to amend Mr. Lambert’s motion to reduce the fine to $3000 plus $500 administrative costs if the company obtains a license in ninety (90) days. The amendment was rejected. 

d)
Brian Rouleau, New Orleans, Louisiana – La. R.S. 2160(A)(1)

Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. BRIAN ROULEAU was present and was sworn in. Mr. Rouleau entered a denial plea. Mr. Weston made a motion to accept the plea. Mr. Gallo seconded. The motion passed. Investigator Charmel Peterson, previously sworn in, was called to the stand and reviewed the exhibit packet. Ms. Sims entered the exhibit packet into evidence and it was admitted. Mr. Rouleau gave a statement. Mr. Dupuy made a motion find BRIAN ROULEAU not guilty. Mr. Gallo seconded. The motion passed. 


e)
GJM Plumbing Service, LLC, Slidell, Louisiana – La. R.S. 2160(A)(1)

Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by GJM PLUMBING SERVICE, LLC. Ms. Hughes stated that the company has applied for a license with the board. Mr. Clouatre made a motion to accept the settlement offer, which included a no contest plea. Mr. Dupuy seconded. The motion passed.

f) 
C.E.I. Construction, Inc., New Orleans, Louisiana – La. R.S. 2160(A)(1)

Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Uche Okpalobi was present on behalf of C.E.I. CONSTRUCTION, INC. and was sworn in. Mr. Okpalobi entered a no contest plea. Mr. Weston made a motion to accept the plea. Mr. Talbot seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Okpalobi gave a statement. Mr. Okpalobi presented a settlement offer to the board. Mr. Stuart made a motion to accept the settlement offer. Mr. Dupuy seconded. The motion passed.

g) 
Norman’s Plumbing, LLC, New Orleans, Louisiana – La. R.S. 2160(A)(1)
Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by NORMAN’S PLUMBING, LLC. Dwight Norman and Thomas Perry were present for the company and were sworn in. Ms. Hughes stated that the company has obtained a license with the board after the violation committed. Mr. Stuart made a motion to accept the settlement offer. Mr. Dupuy seconded. The motion passed.
h) Percy Fayard Jr., D/B/A D.B. Solar Construction, Gulfport, Mississippi – La. R.S. 2160(A)(1)

Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Percy Fayard was present on behalf of PERCY FAYARD JR., D/B/A D.B. SOLAR CONSTRUCTION and was sworn in. Mr. Fayard entered a no contest plea. Mr. Weston made a motion to accept the plea. Mr. Talbot seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Fayard presented a settlement offer to the board. Mr. Stuart made a motion to accept the settlement offer. Mr. Dupuy seconded. The motion passed.

i)  
Abry Brothers, Inc., New Orleans, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(4)
Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by ABRY BORTHERS, INC. Mr. Clouatre made a motion to accept the settlement offer, which included a no contest plea. Mr. Jones seconded. The motion passed.
j) Simplexgrinnell LP, Boca Raton, Florida – La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(4)

Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Ms. Hughes stated that SIMPLEXGRINNELL LP, who is a properly licensed company, submitted a No Finding of Fault and offered a $1000 donation to the Contractors’ Educational Trust Fund plus $500 administrative costs. Mr. Clouatre made a motion to accept the act of donation. Mr. Jones seconded. The motion passed.

k)  
Schindler elevator Corporation, Morristown, New Jersey – La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(4)

This matter was excluded from consolidation. Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Attorney David M. Gold was present of behalf of SCHINDLER ELEVATOR CORPORATION. Mr. Gold submitted a No Finding of Fault and offered a $1000 donation to the Contractors’ Educational Trust Fund plus $500 administrative costs. Mr. Talbot made a motion to accept the act of donation. Mr. Weston seconded. The motion passed.

l) 
Elbred R. Malone Jr., D/B/A malone Electrical Services, Inc., New Orleans, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(3),(A)(4) and Rules and Regulations of the Board Sec. 109.

Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. Elbred Malone was present on behalf of ELBRED R. MALONE JR., D/B/A MALONE ELECTRICAL SERVICES, INC. and was sworn in. Mr. Malone entered a no contest plea. Mr. Jones made a motion to accept the plea. Mr. Stuart seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Malone gave a statement and presented a settlement offer to the board. Mr. Clouatre made a motion to accept the settlement offer. Mr. Dupuy seconded. The motion passed.

m) 
JLJ Construction, LLC, New Orleans, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(4)

Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations. James Jones was present on behalf of JLJ CONSTRUCTION, LLC and was sworn in. Mr. Jones entered a denial plea and gave a statement. Investigator Charmel Peterson, previously sworn in, was called to the stand and reviewed the exhibit packet. Ms. Sims entered the exhibit packet into evidence and it was admitted. Ms. Peterson gave a statement. Mr. Jones entered a document into evidence and it was admitted. Mr. Okpalobi from C.E.I. CONSTRUCTION, INC. gave a statement regarding the violation. Mr. Morad from MARK MORAD D/B/A CHECKERED PARROT gave a statement regarding the violation. Mr. Lambert made a motion to dismiss the violation. Mr. Dupuy seconded. The motion passed.

n) 
Uptown Audio Video, LLC, Metairie, Louisiana – La. R.S. 2160(A)(1)

Ms. Hughes gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by UPTOWN AUDIO VIDEO, LLC. Mr. Stuart made a motion to accept the settlement offer. Mr. Lambert seconded. The motion passed.
e.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:


1.
Report from the Staff -Ms. Dupuy stated that the revisions to the rules submitted and reviewed by legislature in September will be published as a final rule in December.

2.
Building Committee – Mr. Graham had no new report.

3.
Classification and Testing Committee – Mr. Gallo gave his report at a later time.

4.
Legislative/Rules and Regulations Committee – Mr. Fenet had no new report.

5.
Finance Committee – Mr. Dupuy presented the 2015 budget for review and final approval at the December Board Meeting. Mr. Dupuy made a motion to accept the financials as presented and Mr. Clouatre seconded. The motion passed. 

6.
Fines – Mr. Jones had no new report.

7.
Public Relations – Mr. Weston stated the board has a good image with the community thanks to the staff and board members and to keep up the good work.

8.
Residential Building Committee – Mr. Badeaux gave his report at a later time.
I.
Consideration of residential applications, home improvement registrations and residential licensure exemptions 
as listed and attached to the agenda, and actions of the November 19, 2014 Residential Building Subcommittee. (Pages 6-12)
Mr. Badeaux made a motion to approve the residential applications as listed on the agenda, and Mr. Lambert seconded. The motion passed. 
Mr. Badeaux made a motion to approve the home improvement applications as listed on the agenda, and Mr. Lambert seconded. The motion passed. 
Mr. Badeaux made a motion to approve the exemptions as listed on the agenda, and Mr. Lambert seconded. The motion passed. 
Mr. Badeaux made a motion to approve the actions taken at the November 19, 2014 Residential Building Subcommittee meeting and Mr. Lambert seconded. The motion passed.

J.
Consideration of commercial licensure exemptions as listed and attached to the agenda. (Page14-18)
Mr. Dupuy made a motion to approve the Reciprocity exemptions based as listed on pages 14-16 of the agenda, and Mr. Stuart seconded. The motion passed. 
Mr. Dupuy made a motion to approve the Exemptions as listed on page 16-18 of the agenda with the exception of COFELY SERVICES INC. Mr. Stuart seconded, and the motion passed.

K.
Consideration of mold remediation application as listed and attached to the agenda. (Page 20)
Mr. Lambert made a motion to approve the mold remediation application as listed on the agenda, and Mr. Stuart seconded. The motion passed.
L.
Consideration of additional classifications as listed and attached to the agenda. (Pages 22-24)
Mr. Lambert made a motion to approve the additional classifications as listed on the agenda, and Mr. Gallo seconded. The motion passed.

M.
Consideration of commercial applications as listed and attached to the agenda. 
· Pending All Requirements Being Met  (Pages 26-35)
Mr. Lambert made a motion to approve the applications on pages 26-35, and Mr. Stuart seconded. The motion passed. 

· Regular Commercial Applications  (Page 36)
Mr. Lambert made a motion to approve the applications on page 36, and Mr. Stuart seconded. The motion passed.
ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 12:30 p.m.




________________________________________________




Lee Mallett, Chairman




_________________________________________________




Nelson A. “Andy” Dupuy, Jr., Secretary/Treasurer
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