STATE LICENSING BOARD FOR CONTRACTORS

RESIDENTIAL BUILDING COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES

October 2, 2013
The regular monthly meeting of the Residential Building Committee was called to order by the Chairman at 9:30 a.m. in Conference Room of the Board’s offices, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  

Members of the Committee present:

Lloyd “Chip” Badeaux, Chairman 






Lee Mallett, Vice Chairman 







Nick Castjohn








Karon “Kay” Gibson








William “Billy” Ward, Jr. 







Wesley L. “Wes” Wyman, Jr.


Ms. Jodi C. Penn was absent.
There being a quorum present, the regular order of business was called.

Also attending the meeting were:  Michael McDuff, Executive Director, Judy Dupuy, Board Administrator; Judge Darrell White, Retired, Hearing Officer; John Andrishok, Board Attorney; and from the staff, Nathan Rawls, Bobbie Hughes, Emma Payne, John Dixon, Kristin Tullier, Tricia Wood, and Sharon Fabre; Compliance Director Marianne Sullivan; compliance investigators Tommy Mimnaugh, Charmel Peterson, Leann Evans, Carl Bourque; and Kara Kearney, recording the minutes.

Mr. Ward led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Judge Darrell White gave the invocation.  

Mr. Wyman made a motion to accept the Minutes of the September 4, 2013 Residential Building Committee Meeting, and Mr. Castjohn seconded. The motion passed. 

Mr. McDuff introduced James Henry and Rudy Babin with the Louisiana Department of Insurance.
NEW BUSINESS 

C.
INSURANCE HEARING(S):
Residential Building, and Home Improvement; General Liability & Workers’ Compensation –La. R.S. 2150–2192, 2186(B)(6), 2189(A)(7) and Rules and Regulations of the Board Section 1503(D).

Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. Emma Payne and Monica Webster of the Applications Section were sworn in for testimony. 

Butler Roussel Corporation; Currie Doyle; Geaux Roof, LLC; JLM Remodeling, LLC; and Progressive Roofing, LLC were removed from the agenda.
Charles Mitchell was present on behalf of Charles Earl Mitchell and sworn in. Mr. Mitchell gave a statement and presented documentation. Mr. Ward made a motion to suspend the license, issue a cease and desist order, and allow Charles Earl Mitchell 30 days to provide the proper insurance documentation showing continuous coverage. Mr. Castjohn seconded, and the motion passed.

Robert White was present on behalf of AB Home Builders, LLC, and sworn in. Mr. White gave a statement. Ms. Gibson made a motion to suspend the license, issue a cease and desist order, and allow AB Home Builders, LLC 30 days to provide the proper insurance documentation showing continuous coverage. Mr. Castjohn seconded, and the motion passed.

Kalita Pete was present on behalf of Family Resources of New Orleans, Inc., and sworn in. Ms. Pete gave a statement. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to suspend the license, issue a cease and desist order, and allow Family Resources of New Orleans, Inc. 30 days to provide the proper insurance documentation showing continuous coverage. Mr. Ward seconded, and the motion passed.

Robin Harris was present on behalf of Custom Countertops and Floors, LLC, and sworn in. Ms. Harris gave a statement. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to suspend the license, issue a cease and desist order, and allow Custom Countertops and Floors, LLC 30 days to provide the proper insurance documentation showing continuous coverage. Mr. Wyman seconded, and the motion passed.
No one was present for the following: Accu-Builders, Inc.; Anthony Ray Anderson; Atlas Construction Group, LLC; Barrett Hardee Builders, LLC; Christopher Ivy Hollier; Core USA, LLC; DePen Company; Evans Electric, LLC; Gator Construction of Baton Rouge, LLC; Gurley Concrete, LLC; The Keith Group, LLC; KIS Services, LLC; LA Best, LLC; L&H Enterprises of Louisiana, LLC; Mayco Construction, LLC; New Orleans Construction Services I, LLC; Renovation & Home Improvement, LLC; Richard Glen Paul; Sean Dale Berryman, Sr.; Tiger Electric & Contractor, LLC; Whitfield Construction, Inc.

Mr. Andrishok questioned Ms. Payne about the lack of insurance documentation provided for these companies. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to suspend the licenses of the companies listed, issue a cease and desist order, and fine administrative costs. Mr. Wyman seconded, and the motion passed.


D. COMPLIANCE HEARING(S):

1. Way-Nor Construction and Home Improvement, Inc., Houma, Louisiana – La R.S. 37:2160 (A)(1).
Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. Lonnie Wayne Max was present on behalf of Way-Nor Construction and Home Improvement, Inc. and sworn in. Mr. Max entered a plea of no contest. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to accept the plea, and Ms. Gibson seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Max gave a statement. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to issue a cease and desist order and fine Way-Nor Construction and Home Improvement, Inc. $3,500 plus administrative costs, reduced to $500 plus administrative costs if licensed within 90 days. Ms. Gibson seconded, and the motion passed.
2. Joe Jaime d/b/a Joe & J General Contractor, LLC, Pineville, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2167(A).
This matter was continued.
3. RW Construction, Inc., Prairieville, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2167 (A)
Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. Rhodes Whiteside was present on behalf of RW Construction, Inc. and sworn in. Mr. Whiteside’s attorney Dominick Bianca was also present. Mr. Whiteside entered a plea of no contest. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to accept the plea, and Mr. Wyman seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Bianca gave a statement and presented documents which were filed into evidence. Investigator Leann Evans was called to the stand and sworn in for testimony. Ms. Gibson made a motion to fine RW Construction, Inc. $1,500 plus administrative costs and issue a cease and desist order until licensed. Mr. Castjohn seconded, and the motion passed.
4. RKRT Real Estate Investors, LLC, New Orleans, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2167(A) / 2175.2(A)(1).
Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present for RKRT Real Estate Investors, LLC. Investigator Charmel Peterson was called to the stand and sworn in for review of the exhibit packet. Mr. Andrishok questioned Ms. Peterson about the exhibits and filed the exhibit packet into evidence. Mr. Ward made a motion to find RKRT Real Estate Investors, LLC to be in violation. Ms. Gibson seconded, and the motion passed. Mr. Ward made a motion to fine RKRT Real Estate Investors, LLC the maximum fine plus administrative costs and issue a cease and desist order. Mr. Castjohn seconded, and the motion passed. 

5. David Dansky and/or DMD Job Investments, LLC, Baton Rouge, Louisiana – La R.S. 37:2167(A).
Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. Attorney Brent Boxill was present on behalf of David Dansky and/or DMD Job Investments, LLC. Mr. Boxill presented a settlement offer which included a no contest plea. Ms. Gibson made a motion to accept the settlement offer, and Mr. Castjohn seconded. The motion passed. 

6. Barbara and Sullivan Michael d/b/a Mike’s Home Repair, LaPlace, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2175.2 (A)(1).
Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations and read the settlement offer presented by Barbara and Sullivan Michael d/b/a Mike’s Home Repair. Mr. Wyman made a motion to accept the settlement offer, and Mr. Castjohn seconded. The motion passed.
7. Bess Construction, LLC, Harvey, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2175.2 (A)(1).

This matter was continued.
8. Blake Sebastien d/b/a BPS Contractors, Breaux Bridge, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2175.2 (A)(1).

Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present on behalf of Blake Sebastien d/b/a BPA Contractors. Investigator Tommy Mimnaugh was called to the stand and sworn in for review of the exhibits. Mr. Andrishok questioned Mr. Mimnaugh about the exhibit packet which was filed and admitted into evidence. Ms. Gibson made a motion to find Blake Sebastien d/b/a BPA Contractors to be in violation, and Mr. Ward seconded. Ms. Gibson made a motion to fine Blake Sebastien d/b/a BPA Contractors the maximum fine plus administrative costs and issue a cease and desist order. Mr. Ward seconded, and the motion passed.
9. C.A. Harrell Enterprises, LLC, New Orleans, Louisiana – R.S. 37:2175.2 (A)(1).
This matter was continued.
10. Higher Ground Construction, LLC, New Orleans, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2175.2 (A)(1).
Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present on behalf of Higher Ground Construction, LLC. Mr. Andrishok called Ms. Peterson to the stand for review of the exhibits. The exhibit packet was filed and admitted into evidence. Mr. Ward made a motion to find Higher Ground Construction, LLC to be in violation, and Mr. Wyman seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Ward made a motion to fine Higher Ground Construction, LLC the maximum fine plus administrative costs and issue a cease and desist order. Ms. Gibson seconded, and the motion passed.
11. Robert Archibald d/b/a Riteway Roofing Co., Walker, Louisiana – La. R.S. 37:2175.2 (A)(1).
Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. Robert Archibald was present and sworn in. Mr. Archibald entered a no contest plea. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to accept the plea, and Mr. Wyman seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Archibald gave a statement. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to issue a cease and desist order and fine Robert Archibald d/b/a Riteway Roofing Co. $1,000 plus administrative costs, reduced to $250 plus administrative costs if registered within 90 days. Mr. Wyman seconded, and the motion passed.
OLD BUSINESS

E.
COMPLIANCE HEARING/CONTINUANCE(S):

1. Benjamin James d/b/a Demolitions by Daddy-O, New Orleans, Louisiana - La. R.S.  
 
37:2175.2(A)(1).
Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. Benjamin James and attorney Anthony Ibert were present. Mr. James was sworn in and entered a no contest plea. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to accept the plea, and Mr. Wyman seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Ibert gave a statement on behalf of his client. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to issue a cease and desist order and fine Benjamin James d/b/a Demolitions by Daddy-O $1,000 plus administrative costs, reduced to $250 plus administrative costs if registered within 90 days. Mr. Wyman seconded, and the motion passed.
2. Property Enhancments of LA, LLC, Covington, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1).
Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. Alex Gonzales and attorney Martin Morgan were present on behalf of Property Enhancements of LA, LLC. Mr. Gonzales was sworn in and entered a no contest plea. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to accept the plea, and Mr. Wyman seconded. The motion passed. Mr. Morgan gave a statement. Mr. Wyman made a motion to issue a cease and desist order and fine Property Enhancements of LA, LLC $1,000 plus administrative costs, reduced to $250 plus administrative costs if licensed within 90 days. Mr. Castjohn seconded, and the motion passed. 

3. Provident Homes, L.L.C., Denham Springs, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2158(A)(9).

This matter was continued.
F.
REQUEST FOR RE-HEARING/RECONSIDERATION OF PENALTY:
1. Harold Lacoste, Jr. d/b/a Lacoste Construction, Magnolia, Mississippi - La. R.S. 37:2175.2(A)(1).
Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. Harold Lacoste was present, sworn in and gave a statement. Mr. Ward made a motion to fine Harold Lacoste, Jr. d/b/a Lacoste Construction $500 plus administrative costs, and Mr. Wyman seconded. The motion passed.
2. Clifford Bernard Williams, LaPlace, Louisiana - La. R.S. 37:2158 (A)(3) and Rules and Regulations Section 101.
Mr. Rawls gave a summary of the allegations. No one was present. Mr. Castjohn made a motion to suspend the license until payment of the fine is received, and Ms. Gibson seconded. The motion passed.
G.
 Consideration of new applications for residential building construction license to be approved pending as listed and attached to the agenda. (Pages 5 & 6)

Mr. Wyman made a motion to approve the applications as listed on the agenda, and Ms. Gibson seconded. The motion passed.
H.
 Consideration of new applications for home improvement registration as listed and attached to the agenda. (Pages 7 - 9)

Mr. Wyman made a motion to approve the applications as listed on the agenda, and Mr. Castjohn seconded. The motion passed.

ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 11:05 p.m.  




_______________________________________________________________





Chairman





_______________________________________________________________





Vice Chairman
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