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[bookmark: _Toc343671157]§801.	Overview
A.	The certification appeal process is available to an individual who has applied for certification and has been denied the requested certification due to the absence of certification requirements. The process provides such an individual the opportunity to have their appeal evaluated by the Teacher Certification Appeals Council (TCAC). The TCAC will evaluate all appeals and submit a written report of its findings to BESE. The decision of the TCAC is final.
AUTHORITY NOTE:	Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 17:6(A)(10), (11), and (15), R.S. 17:7(6), R.S. 17:10, R.S. 17:22(6), R.S. 17:391.1-391.10, and R.S. 17:411.
HISTORICAL NOTE:	Promulgated by the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education, LR 32:1829 (October 2006), amended LR 36:487 (March 2010).
[bookmark: _Toc343671158]§803.	Appeal Process
A.	An applicant who is denied certification but who believes that he/she has legitimate grounds for an appeal, may submit a Certification Appeal Application to the Division of Certification, Leadership and Preparation. Only an individual who has been evaluated and denied certification through the Division of Certification, Leadership, and Preparation is eligible to file an appeal. The following restrictions apply.
1.	An appeal cannot be initiated until an applicant has submitted a complete certification application to the Louisiana Department of Education, Division of Certification, Leadership, and Preparation; the application is reviewed by a certification specialist; and the applicant is notified that he/she is denied the requested certification.
2.	The Certification Office must receive an appeal application within 90 days from the date that the certification request was denied.
3.	Appeals will not be considered for individuals who:
a.	lack NTE/Praxis requirements for initial certification; or
b.	lack a grade point average of 2.50 for initial certification; or
c.	lack reading requirements per R.S. 17:7.1.A.(4)(a); or
d.	lack 50 percent or more of courses required for certification; or 
e.	lack the degree required for certification; or
f.	lack a degree from a regionally accredited college or university; or
g.	are requesting issuance or renewal of a non-standard teaching certificate.
h.	have not met the standards of effectiveness for three years pursuant to Bulletin 130 and R.S. 17:3902. 
4.	Appeals relating to the issuance or renewal of certificates based on the standards of effectiveness must follow the grievance procedure through the LEA as identified in Bulletin 130.
AUTHORITY NOTE:	Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 17:6(A)(10), (11), and (15), R.S. 17:7(6), R.S. 17:10, R.S. 17:22(6), R.S. 17:391.1-391.10, and R.S. 17:411.
HISTORICAL NOTE:	Promulgated by the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education, LR 32:1829 (October 2006), amended LR 36:487 (March 2010), LR 38:3140 (December 2012).
[bookmark: _Toc343671159]§805.	Application Packet
A.	An individual seeking an appeal of his/her certification decision is advised to read carefully all information about completing the Certification Appeal Application before beginning the process. The complete application packet is located on the Teach Louisiana website. If there are questions regarding the appeal packet, an applicant can contact the Division of Certification, Leadership, and Preparation at 225-342-3490.
AUTHORITY NOTE:	Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 17:6(A)(10), (11), and (15), R.S. 17:7(6), R.S. 17:10, R.S. 17:22(6), R.S. 17:391.1-391.10, and R.S. 17:411.
[bookmark: _GoBack]HISTORICAL NOTE:	Promulgated by the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education, LR 32:1829 (October 2006),
