Louisiana Trust Fund Act

R.S. 46:2401-2408

2401. Purpose; short title 

2401.  Purpose:  short title.
A. 
The legislature hereby declares that the increasing incidence of child abuse and its attendant

human and financial cost to the citizens of Louisiana require that the prevention of child abuse and

neglect be identified as a priority within the juvenile service system of this state. It is the intent of

the legislature that a comprehensive approach to the prevention of child abuse and neglect be

developed for the state, and that this planned, comprehensive approach be used as a basis for

funding of programs and services for the prevention of child abuse and neglect statewide. 

B. 
This Chapter may be cited as the "Children's Trust Fund Act". 

(Acts 1987, No. 932, §§1, eff. July 20, 1987. )

2402. Definitions 
Except where the context clearly indicates otherwise, in this Chapter: 

(1) "Board" means the Louisiana Children's Trust Fund Board. 

(2) "Child abuse prevention" means services and programs funded through the Children's Trust

       Fund which are designed to prevent the occurrence or recurrence of child abuse and neglect

                        as defined in R.S. 14:403. Except for those provided in this Chapter and except for the

                         purpose of planning and coordination pursuant to the provisions of this Chapter, the services

                         and programs of the Department of Social Services which are mandated by state law or state

                         appropriation, or which are required for receipt of federal funds shall not be subject to the

                          provisions of this Chapter. 

(3)  "Department" means the Department of Social Services. 

(4)   "Director" means the executive director of the Children's Trust Fund Board. 

(5)    "Fund" means the "Louisiana Children's Trust Fund" established by R.S. 46:2403. 

(6)    "Office" means the office of human development. 

(7)    "Primary prevention" means programs and services designed to promote the general welfare

           of children and families. 

(8)    "Secondary prevention" means the identification of children who are in circumstances where

           there is a high risk that abuse will occur and assistance is necessary and appropriate to

          prevent abuse and neglect from occurring. 

(9)    "Tertiary prevention" means those services provided after abuse or neglect has occurred

         which are designed to prevent the recurrence of abuse or neglect. 

(Acts 1987, No. 932, §§1, eff. July 20, 1987.)

2403. Creation of the Children's Trust Fund

A.  
There is hereby established a special fund in the state treasury to be known as the "Children's

Trust Fund", consisting of monies provided by the legislature and monies received from any other

sources, including funds derived from donations of income tax refunds as provided in R.S.

47:120.33 and funds derived from fees as provided in Subsection B hereof. The legislature shall

make yearly appropriations to the fund for the purposes set forth in this Chapter to the extent that

state funds are available.

B.  
In addition to the fees collected for issuance of a short form birth certification card and for issuance

of a certified copy of an original birth record or "long form" copy, the office of public health of the

Department of Health and Hospitals shall collect an additional fee of four dollars upon the filing of

each request. The office of public health shall remit the total amount of such additional fees to the

state treasurer on a monthly basis, in accordance with rules and regulations of the state treasurer.

C.  
Subject to the exceptions contained in Article VII, Section 9(A) of the Constitution of Louisiana, all

such additional fees collected as provided in Subsection B of this Section shall be paid into the

state treasury and shall be credited to the Bond Security and Redemption Fund. Out of the funds

remaining in the Bond Security and Redemption Fund after a sufficient amount is allocated from

that fund to pay all obligations secured by the full faith and credit of the state which become due

and payable within any fiscal year, the treasurer shall, prior to placing such remaining funds in the

state general fund, pay into the Children's Trust Fund an amount equal to the total amount of the

additional birth certificate fees paid into the treasury pursuant to Subsection B of this Section.

D. 
The monies in the fund shall be used solely for programs designed to prevent the physical and

sexual abuse and gross neglect of children. Disbursement of the amount appropriated each year

shall be made as determined by the Children's Trust Fund Board. All unexpended and

unencumbered monies in this fund at the end of the fiscal year shall remain to the credit of the

fund.

E. 
The board shall determine the eligibility of programs to receive funding, and the administration of

the fund shall be exercised by the office of community services of the Department of Social

Services in accordance with the directives of the board and the provisions of R.S. 36:802.9 and

R.S. 46:2407.

(Acts 1987, No. 932, §§1, eff. July 20, 1987; Acts 1992, No. 900, §§1, eff. July 1, 1993; Acts 1996, No. 9, §§1.)

2404. Louisiana Children's Trust Fund Board; created; membership

A. 
 There is hereby established the Louisiana Children's Trust Fund Board within the office of

community services of the Department of Social Services.

B. 
The  Louisiana Children's Trust Fund Board shall be composed of fifteen members as follows:

(1) The secretary of the Department of Social Services, or his designee.

(2) The assistant secretary of the office of community services of the Department of Social

Services.

(3) A representative of each of the following, appointed by the governor, subject to Senate

confirmation:

(a)  The Department of Education.

(b)  The religious community.

(c)  The office of youth development of the Department of Public Safety and

Corrections.

(d) The university community.

(4) One member appointed by the governor, subject to Senate confirmation, from each of ten lists

       of three names, one such list to be submitted by each of the following:

(a)  The Louisiana State Medical Society.

(b)  The Louisiana Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges.

(c)  The Louisiana State Bar Association.

(d)  The Louisiana Chapter of the National Association of Social Workers.

(e)  The  Louisiana Association of Chamber of Commerce Executives.

(f)  The Louisiana Association for Education of Young Children.

(g)  The  Louisiana Psychological Association.

(h)  The Louisiana State Conference of the National Association for the

       Advancement of Colored People.

(i)  The National Business League, New Orleans Chapter.

(5) In making his appointments, the governor shall provide for geographic representation of all

      areas of the state and for representation of minority groups.

C.  
The terms of office of appointed members of the board shall be four years, except that the

governor shall appoint the original members as follows: seven members for a term of four years

and six members for a term of two years. A vacancy shall be filled by appointment for the

remainder of the unexpired term.

D. 
 (1) 
The board shall meet and organize immediately after appointment of the members and shall

elect from its membership a chairman and such other officers as it deems necessary whose

duties shall be those customarily exercised by such officers. The director of the board shall

serve as secretary of the board. The board shall adopt rules for the transaction of its business

and shall keep a record of its resolutions, transactions, findings, and determinations. A

majority of the individuals appointed to the board shall constitute a quorum. Members shall

serve without compensation but shall be reimbursed for travel expenses incurred in

attendance at meetings of the board.

(2) 
The treasurer shall keep full and accurate financial records, make periodic reports to the

board, and shall submit a complete annual report, in writing, to the board. The board shall not

authorize reports and recommendations which include the issue, publication, or distribution of

general information documents or pamphlets, which are published on a regular basis and are

generally known as newsletters.

E.  
The board shall meet at least once in each quarter of the fiscal year, and as often thereafter as

shall be deemed necessary by the chairman.

F.  
The domicile of the board shall be East Baton Rouge Parish.

G.  
The board shall:

(1) Promulgate rules and regulations necessary to implement the provisions of this Chapter.

(2) Review, evaluate, adopt, coordinate, and revise the comprehensive state plan for child abuse

      prevention, as provided in R.S. 46:2406 and funded through the Children's Trust Fund.

(3) Have the authority to contract, in accordance with applicable provisions of state law, for the

      provision of services needed to coordinate, develop, and write a comprehensive state plan for

      child abuse prevention.

(4) Review, evaluate, and award grants from the fund for child abuse and neglect prevention

      programs as provided in R.S. 46:2407.

(5) Prepare and submit an annual report to the legislature and to the governor sixty days prior to

      each regular legislative session.

(6) Adopt the budget request for the board and present it to the office of community services, the

     executive budget office, and the Joint Legislative Committee on the Budget.

(7) Monitor, evaluate, and review the development and quality of services and child abuse

     prevention programs funded through the Children's Trust Fund.

(8) Develop, implement, and administer a community-based family center program in accordance

      with R.S. 46:450.4.

(Acts 1987, No. 932, §§1, eff. July 20, 1987; Acts 1988, No. 698, §§1, eff July 15, 1988; Acts 1992, No. 297, §§5; Acts 1999, No.

799, §§1, eff. July 2, 1999.)

2405. Louisiana Children's Trust Fund Board; staff; duties 

A.  
The board, with the approval of the secretary of the department, shall appoint an executive director

for the board who shall be in the unclassified service. 

B.  
The commissioner of administration shall make available one additional position to the table of

organization of the office of human development in order to provide for the position of executive

director. 

C.   
The director shall: 

(1) Prepare the annual budget request for the board for adoption by the board. 

(2) Act as agent for the board in the performance of its duties and subject to its direction and

     serve as secretary of the board. 

(Acts 1987, No. 932, §§1, eff. July 20, 1987.) 

2406. Comprehensive state plan for child abuse prevention 

A.  
 The board shall review and adopt the comprehensive state plan and any revision thereof, prior to

transmittal of the plan as provided in this Section.

B.   
On or before January 1, 1989, the board shall transmit the comprehensive state plan for child
abuse prevention programs funded through the Children's Trust Fund to the governor, the

president of the Senate, and the speaker of the House of Representatives.

C. 
 The plan shall include but not be limited to the following: 

(1) An analysis of service and program needs.

(2) Specific proposals for plan implementation, including efficient use of the Children's Trust Fund

     staff, funds, and resources on the state level and improvement in the coordination and

     integration of state goals, activities, and funds for programs for child abuse prevention.

D.  
The board shall by rule establish procedures for preparation and adoption of the plan.

E.  
Prior to adoption of the state plan, the board shall submit the plan it proposes to adopt to the

Committees on Health and Welfare of the Senate and House of Representatives for their approval

as provided in R.S. 49:968. The comprehensive state plan shall be subject to approval as provided

in R.S. 49:968.

F.  
The board shall review the state plan at least biennially and the board shall adopt any needed

revision.

G.  
The Department of Social Services, the Department of Public Safety and Corrections, and the

Department of Education shall participate and cooperate in the development of the state plan.

(Acts 1987, No. 932, §§1, eff. July 20, 1987.)

2407. Funding of children's trust fund programs 

A. 
The board in its annual budget request, shall identify the amount of funds necessary for the

implementation of this Chapter. 

B.  
Monies appropriated or otherwise made available to the board to implement the provisions of this

Chapter shall be disbursed as follows: 

(1) The board shall adopt a formula for the distribution of funds from the Children's Trust Fund for

     programs and services for child abuse prevention which shall provide for the allocation of

     funds in each state planning district based upon the percentage of the total state reported

     cases of abuse and neglect reported in the state planning district and the percentage of the

      total state population under the age of eighteen years and upon the service and program

      needs of the district, and after January 1, 1989, the comprehensive state plan.

(2) Any funds which are not utilized within a state planning district shall be reallocated to the

                       remaining districts in accordance with the formula required by Paragraph (1) of this

                       Subsection.

(3) Ten percent of the amount appropriated to the board may be used for administrative costs.

                       This ten percent limitation shall not apply to costs for plan development and shall include

                       provisions for staff support.

C. 
Appropriations made for distribution by the board for programs and services shall be deposited in

the fund and shall be disbursed by the office in accordance with directives of the board.

D. 
The board shall develop and publish solicitations for grant proposals for grants to be funded from

the Louisiana Children's Trust Fund for child abuse prevention programs and services which are

designed to meet identified priorities.

(1) After January 1, 1989, these priorities shall be based upon information contained in the

      comprehensive state plan.

(2) A priority ranking shall be made based upon the extent to which a proposal meets identified

      needs, criteria for cost effectiveness, an evaluation component providing outcome data, and a

      determination that the proposal provides a mechanism for coordinating and integrating

      preventive services with other services deemed necessary for working effectively with families

      who are at risk of child abuse or neglect. Priority shall be given to primary and secondary

                      prevention programs and services.

E. 
The office board shall review and evaluate all proposals submitted for grants for children's trust

fund programs and services.

F. 
On and after January 1, 1989, all budget requests submitted by any private nonprofit agency to the

legislature for funding of programs related to child abuse prevention shall conform to the

comprehensive state plan and any subsequent revision of the plan adopted pursuant to the

provisions of this Chapter. The services and programs of the Department of Social Services or any

other public agency shall not be subject to the provisions of this Subsection.

(Acts 1987, No. 932, §§1, eff. July 20, 1987.)
