December 2, 2011
To: 
Damian Bollich, Jeff Durand, Ronald Habetz, Mindy Hetzel, Jimmy Hoppe, Christian Richard, Robert Thevis, Wayne Zaunbrecher, Mike Strain, Nicole Broussard, Dr, Carrie Castille, and Scott Privat.

Dear Board Members and Others: 

Let me begin by thanking you for your continued service to the Louisiana rice industry.

I am calling a meeting of the Louisiana Rice Promotion Board for Thursday, December 14, 2011.  The meeting will be held 11:45 am at Walkers Cajun Restaurant located inside the Days Inn at 603 Holiday Drive in Jennings. Lunch will be served.  

This meeting will follow the LA Rice Council Board (LARC) meeting. Although our meeting does not officially begin until 11:45 am, Promotion Board members are invited and encouraged to join the Rice Council meeting at 10:00 am. Domestic and international promotion activities updates will be presented during the LARC meeting, which will be a great opportunity for LARPB members to hear how our check-off funds are being used.
Additionally, the rice council will be discussion a recent outreach by the Mississippi Rice Council to enter discussions with the Louisiana and Arkansas Rice Councils regarding a closer working relationship.  This is a hugely important issue and promotion board members should be privy to the discussion.

Enclosed are the agenda, draft minutes of the June 30, 2011 board meeting, an in-state promotions report, the referendum action plan/ timeline and a board roster.  Please review this information prior to our meeting and be prepared to accept or amend them as needed.  

Please contact me at 337-316-2383 or Julie Richard at (225) 235-7784 if you have any questions.
Please make every effort to attend this important meeting.

Sincerely,
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Kevin Berken,

Chairman
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