Natchitoches Historic District Development Commission
Full Commission Meeting

10:00 AM – 10:50 AM
September 20, 2018

PRESENT: Van Erikson, David Stamey, Tyler Murchison, Janna Jenkins, Terri Cunningham, Rebecca Blakenbaker, Arlene Gould, Payne Williams, Gayle Howell
GUEST PRESENT:  Carrie Hough, Secretary; Juanice Gray, Natchitoches Times; Corey Poole, NPJ; Eddie Norris, KTBS; Tessa Hall, KTBS; Brett Garfinkle, NSU Theater and Dance
CALL TO ORDER: Van Erikson called the meeting to order.  Sign in sheet was passed around. Motion to accept the minutes from the July 18, 2018 Full Committee Meeting was made Rebecca Blakenbaker and 2nd by Arlene Gould. All approved, motion passes.
FINANCIAL STATEMENT: David Stamey– Discussion on the financial statement as of August 31, 2018. Our balance as of August 31, 2018 is $41,488.12. Check Register for August is $2,675.00. Motion to approve the financial statement made by Arlene Gould and 2nd by Rebecca Blakenbaker. All approved, motion passes.  
OLD BUSINESS:  
Van Erikson discussed the Historic District Marketing initiative. Thanks to everyone who helped with the new logo and branch launch. The signage has been up for over three weeks now on University Parkway. The new logo made its way on to the new welcome sign. The marketing committee will continue to work on future possibilities, future marketing plans, etc. 
David Stamey discussed the Budget Adjustment and the executive committee will review the submissions over the next couple of weeks. 

NEW BUSINESS:
Brett Garfinkle spoke on behalf of the NSU Theater and Dance program. Brett thanked the commission for supporting the ACDA Dance Conference in Natchitoches, there were over 475 in attendance during NSU’s Spring Break. Modern in Motion will be held at the LA Sports Hall of Fame Museum, Tuesday, October 16th will be the Gala at 7pm. Other performances will be on Thursday, October 18th & Friday, October 19th at 7pm. Brett discussed Spring Awakening, which opens next week, it does have adult content. It will be at the A.A. Fredericks Stage, seating will be built up and people will set around the stage. 
Payne Williams discussed the Bobby DeBlieux dedication at City Park on November 10th at 10:30 am. 

Van Erikson gave an update on NSU. October 6th will be NSU Family Day and a home football game. The St. Denis Head Race put on by the NSU Crew Team will be that weekend too. Other home football games in October will be will be October 13 October 26-27 will be NSU Homecoming. The Downtown by Decades will take place again for Homecoming. Volleyball is doing really well, 4-6 through tournament play, they start home games tonight. Soccer is doing great, they are 6 -3, their home games are Sept 28, 30 and October 19 & 21. NSU had record enrollment with over 11,000 students. 
David Stamey stated that Sandra Dickens couldn’t be at today’s meeting. David gave an update on HDBA. The Car Show the last Saturday of September, on that Friday will be the Fish Fry. She gave David some armbands to attend the fish fry, he gave out to the commission members. She wanted commission members to attend as ambassadors of the Historic District. 

Carrie Mardorf gave an update on NPS. It is the end of their fiscal year. They are looking at Fall Tour of Homes and a free showing of Horse Soldiers that Saturday evening at Oakland Plantation. In October they are partnering with the Heritage Area on the Fall Harvest Festival. They are hoping to participate in Witch Way to Main Street. Starting October 1st they are adjusting their visitation hours to 9 am – 3:30 pm and they will be closed for all Federal holidays. 
Arlene Gould gave an update on the upcoming events. They hosted two travel writers in the past couple weeks. A couple that rode their motorcycle all the way from Nashville, are doing a feature story in Road Runner Magazine next year. Also, another writer from AAA Southern Traveler that was doing an article on Steal Magnolia’s in January 2019. They conducted a telephone interview with Garden & Gun, there will be an article on Christmas Festival in December. The Car Show, Pumpkin Glow and Scarecrow Festival are all coming up very soon. November 17th will be Turn on the Holidays.
Rebecca Blakenbaker gave an update for the CRNHA. She is the new Director of the Cane River National Heritage Area. They will be looking for a Heritage Ranger in the Fall. They will be adding additional walking tours on Thursday and Fridays in November and December at 3:00pm. September 29th will be a Volunteer Day at Los Adaes in partnership with the Friends of the Los Adaes and they will be selling gumbo. October 6th will be Archeology Day at Los Adaes, it will be a free and open event. October 27th they are partnering with Cane River Creole National Historical Park to have a Harvest Fest at Oakland Plantation. This will be a family friendly event with lots of children activities. In November marks the end of the commemoration of WWI Centennial, they are seeking local participants who might have artefacts, objects, and or personal family stories about their descendants that participated in WWI. They are looking for 5 people who want to get a presentation and then 5-7 people who want to display their artefacts on a table, the event will be on Saturday, November 3 at the Grand Ecore Visitors Center. October 16th will be their Annual Open House at the Grand Ecore Visitors Center from 5-7 pm with food and music.
Terri Cunningham updated the commission on the NHF. They are working on their cemetery tours. The tours for the 8th grades will be from 8-3 and then 5:30 – 8 for regular tours.  
Gayle Howell gave an update for APHN. They are working on their Fall Tour which will be held October 12-14.  The candlelight tour will be at NSU in the Alumni Center, Russell Hall, Varnado and NCPTT. She handed out the brochures to the commission. 
Janna Jenkins gave an update on Main Street. The Louisiana Realtors is hosting their end of their conference on the downtown riverbank this evening. September 16th will be the Natchitoches Queens Pageant for the Miss City of Lights, Miss Merry Christmas and the Belles. October 13 will be the Tapped-Tober craft beer and wine festival. October 31st will be the Witch Way to Main Street will take place on the riverbank from 5-7 pm. The City website design process is in the final stages. 
Eddie Norris gave an update on KTBS. He introduced Tessa Hall to our commission, Tessa is the Director of Operations and Digital Advertising. 

Van Erikson gave an update for Mayor Lee Posey and discussed the upcoming City projects and events.  
Van Erikson stated to have all members complete the 2018 Ethics Online Training and to submit the certificate to Carrie. To complete the training visit www.ethics.la.gov.
Van Erikson gave a farewell to Tyler Murchison, he was Past President and long term NHDDC Executive Committee member. This is his last meeting and we appreciate all he has done for our community. 

Motion to adjourn by Tyler Murchison and 2nd by Payne Williams.
