LOUISIANA STATE 

WRESTLING & BOXING COMMISSION
MINUTES

JULY 10, 2013

BATON ROUGE, LA

1) ATTENDEES:  
ALVIN TOPHAM (A.T.)
BUDDY EMBANATO (B.E.) 
JOHN GREEN, JR. (J.G.) 
PATRICK MCGINITY (P.M.) 
DR. THOMAS FERGUSON (T.F.) 
HAROLD WILLIAMS (H.W.)
BOBBY DUPRE (B.D.) 

ADDIE FIELDS (A.F.) ACCT.

2) MINUTES:
B.E. moves to approve June minutes as written; B.D. seconds; passed, all ayes. A.F. reviews monthly bills; B.E. moves to pay all bills & salaries; H.W. seconds; passed, all ayes.


3) INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS:

Oren Hawxhurst - MMA promoter from NO; wants to talk about Wrestlemania next year in April. A.T. reviews last meeting's discussion with OH on Wrestlemania in N.O. in April 2014...see June minutes....in re: how many shows, who can have shows, time periods, etc.

4) LICENSE RENEWALS:  NONE

5) PREVIOUS SHOWS:
Boxing in Cut Off on 6/8 - had better shows; talent problem; had a couple of small wrestling shows in Luling/Houma; Flip did shows in Abbeville & Plaquemines; 150 for 2 shows.

B.E.: boxing: 6/21 @ Harrah's; full crowd; one in Shreveport - good show, small crowd: Evangeline Downs sold out; Charenton sold out on 28th; their athletic council wants to do a show per quarter in Charenton. The show on the 20th @ Stick-N-Move, changed tentatively to 8/10.

Tony Jarreau had a show in Denham Springs; made a few dollars.


6) FUTURE SHOWS:
July busy; show on 20th Belle of BR; on the 27th, Clemente in Slidell; should be well attended. August is about full; September starts football...everyone's trying to get in a show before the season starts.

Thibodaux on 8/23; 8/3, Shreve; LC on the 8/3 @ Civic Center; 8/9 in Patterson by Comeaux Rec. Center Gill Guillory; Ricco Impastato @ Harrah's, 8/23; 8/24 Anthony Baham in Ponchatoula.


7) NEW BUSINESS:
Judging Complaint/NSF ck: at Harrah's Casino in N.O. on 6/21, 2013; a complaint was filed about the judging. B.E. was present for that fight; J.G. received a letter stating judge was incompetent & his guy clearly won fight and wanted to appeal the outcome of the fight; J.G. told him all results were final but if he had video, or other evidence, he was welcome to come before the commission & he declined....he later contacted J.G. & said he didn't appreciate getting a bad check. J.G. said his ck from the promoter (Ricco Impastato) bounced...still doesn't know where we are on that but J.G. has a big problem with promoter's cks bouncing...J.G. told fighter he would follow up & also get fees incurred recouped because of the bounced ck.

B.E. says promoters called and told him the issue was handled by Jay Krupp for Ricco Impastato & he hasn't heard anything back .

A.T: been his experience that some promoters don't understand that depositing a ck to an acct does not mean you have instant cash in the account; it sometimes takes up to 14 days for cks to clear....I believe this has most probably been taking care of by Mr. Impastato since he has a very good record with the commission.

Why was the ck written by someone other than the promoter?? Ricco said he ran out of or forgot cks & Jay Krupp covered it for him.

B.E.: perhaps we ought to encourage a system where promoter's cash the fighters cks at the shows & give them cash immediately like they do in bigger shows in other states.

A.T.: I will contact Mr. Impastato & inquire into situation, what were circumstances, & if resolved.

B.E.: I believe Mr. Impastato was sufficiently concerned about the NSF ck and most probably has been resolved but please confirm.

J.G.: if this has not been resolved, then I think they will problems with this commission.  A.T. agrees and will contact them.

J.G.: I was advised at the same show, the scores came out and the scores were identical & given to the announcer who called out the wrong name. B.E. recorded the correct name in Fight Fax, but the fighters (& public) got wrong information. J.G. moves that we I.D. this announcer, have B.E. contact him & speak with him about this error & that he can be fined for such a grievous mistake; H.W. seconds; passed, all ayes.
Other:  B.E.: min MMA rules state safety zone of 8' (§709); A.F. directed to make list of all other rule changes under consideration for next meeting.

B.E. hands over fight for 4/20/13 & (date not noted); J.G. suggests we look into upgrading iPads.

Bellatore on Spike TV is running Monroe show. Have been talking w/Bellatore about hosting the event again.


8) OLD BUSINESS: 

RE: James Johnson on 6/21/13 (refer to June meeting discussion); B.E. called Bossier City Civic Center to inquire on status of ticket sales; He insisted to B.E. show was 1/2 sold out. B.E. says he got good reports on the show; well attended and public satisfied; only sold 183 tickets recorded by the civic center; he said he sold $7,000.00 of tables but no one saw that money. Commission got $588.00 in gate taxes. Reported that 400-450 attended the shows. Whether he gave tickets away or not, he still owes taxes on the cost of those tables. He's short. B.E. thinks we should call him and request he attends next meeting to explain the difference. (open discussion on math involved; $12,000 x 5% = ??).

Was show double sold? B.E. believes if commission decides he can do another show, every ticket must go through a qualified ticket vendor. J.G. says we also had a hard time getting him to purchase the correct insurance for the fighters. J.G. spent a inordinate amount of time straightening out to get correct medical insurance, not liability insurance, on the fighters. We shouldn't have to double check promoter's on rules, regulations, etc. that they should be well versed in. J.G. agrees that we need to get J.J. in before the commission again to review his knowledge & promotional skills. 

T.F.: in order to make sure he comes before the commission, can we suspend his license until then?

B.E.: he was told he was on a probationary period before he could have another show approved.

B.D.: let's just leave it at that...forget the legalese; let's just get him in. 

B.E. moves that J.J. cannot hold another show until he comes before the commission; B.D. seconds; passed, all ayes. J.G. sent him an email last night reminding him to be here & he said he would attend the August meeting.

On Wrestlemania: April 2014: WWE is spneding a lot of money to come in and do a very big show. we have a 92k seat venue that will be sold out in minutes. The City of NO & State of LA stand to make quite a bit of money on this event. Saying that, we need to be very careful about who is allowed to stage other ring events surrounding that show. There will be locals and out of towners wanting to hold shows 3, 4, 5 days out before the event & AT is already getting requests for these shows. Promoters have called & do not realize they must go through this commissiion in order to promote a show outside of the WWE show. AT spoke to his contacts at WWE and said it's very common for promoters to follow their shows around the country and hold events before & after the main WWE event. HIs contact said he would advise his WWE people to keep the BOxing COmmission in mind when speaking to entities that want to hold events.

Mr. Hawxhurst has already requested to have show.

O.H.: this happens every year and most states don't have commissions & the ones that do are very lax. They may come as far as from Japan and don't have to toe up to any rules. Attendee might/ will fly in to see all these different events on different days leading up to the main event. So you may not want to step on the toes of shows that are bringing in ticket buyers for the main event.

He advised that the commission get a handle on who are the reputable promoters and who are not. He sees no issue with 2 shows running on the same night, which is against the rules to have more than 1 show in a given area on one night; J.G. moves that we table the discussion for now; we have plenty of time; we appreciate O.H. coming in & informing the commission of his concerns & we'll try to accommodate and be as fair as we can; T.F. seconds; passed; all ayes; subject will be tabled until next meeting.

ABC Convention: who's going – A.T. not going; AF, PM will; TF no; B.E. advises to get rooms now if you haven't already. Training will be on that Sat & Sun; classes are very informative and urges all to attend.

T.F. moves to elect B.E. as our representative to the convention and vote as he sees fit for the commission; H.W. seconds; passed all ayes.

9) ADJOURNMENT:
Next meeting 8/8 in BR at 1:30;  P.M. moves to adjourn; H.W. seconds; passed; meeting adjourned.




