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Battle of New Orleans Commission

Sept. 20, 2012 Meeting Minutes

Introduction of New Commissioner
Chairman Moore opened the meeting by officially welcoming Mike Bayham as the newest appointment to the Commission. Bayham was appointed by Lt. Governor Jay Dardenne and filled the vacancy left by the resignation of former Sheriff Jiff Hingle.  

Finance
Chairman Moore told the Commission that he had met with Randy Haynie, Finance Chairman for the Louisiana Bicentennial Commission to discuss his fundraising process. A non-profit was created in order to raise funds – the Louisiana Historical Legacy Incorporated. The LHL has contracted the Community Foundation of Acadiana.
Chairman Moore offered a motion that the Commission continue the contract with the CFA to manage the LHL account. The motion was unanimously approved.

Ed Cailleteau offered a check of $250 as the first official donation to the account. The check was donated by the Society of the War of 1812. 

 

In continuing discussion regarding fundraising, Mike Bayham told the Commission of other states marking the Bicentennial of the War of 1812. He said that Maryland had a budget of approximately $10 million to mark the commemoration. He said that other states offered items, such as commemorative coins and specialty license plates to raise funds and these might be viable options for this Commission.   

 

  

Logo Selection

Chairman Moore introduced Rod Parker, the Director, LSU School of Art to show the Commission four logo graphic options. Upon review, the Commission selected a version displaying the statue of Andrew Jackson with primary colors of red, blue and gold. The Commission asked Parker to revise the image to include "Bicentennial" and the years "1815-2015". He agreed and committed to return the revised version. Mark Zelden asked about creating letterhead with the logo. Vezinot said that she could have that done by a graphic artist within CRT and advised Parker to forward the revised logo file to her as soon as he could. 

 

Education

Moore told the Commission that he had met with Beth Courtney of LPB about a film that was run previously documenting the Battle of New Orleans. He asked members of the Education Committee to reach out to Courtney to discuss a future project with LPB. 

 

Symposiums were suggested to be held across the state's universities to discuss the importance of the Battle and its significance to not only the course of Louisiana's history but to that of the United States. Moore agreed and suggested a Speakers Bureau be utilized to do so. 

 

Books and Print

Rep. Nick Lorusso told the Commission he had met with author Ron Drez, a noted historian and former research assistant to the late Stephen Ambrose. Lorusso said Drez is very interested in writing a book for the Commission on the Battle of New Orleans. He stated the importance he felt of documenting the Battle and also as a mechanism to raise funds. Moore told Lorusso that although the idea is one of some merit, it did not seem practical to commit to an author at this time when the Commission does not have a budget and is need of fundraising. Lorusso deferred further discussion of the project until the next meeting. 

 

Moore discussed with the Commission his vision for what it could accomplish. He said he is more interested in Education and creating a monument or a leave-behind for the future rather than raise funds to support special events. He urged the Commission to prioritize their projects and raise funds accordingly. 

 

Military

Lorusso said he had spoken with state historians about Fort St. John on a restoration project for the site. He stated he was prepared to work directly with the National Park Service to create the site as a destination in commemoration of the Battle. Lorusso also stated he hoped to have an event on the site in December 2014. 

 

Major Events

Elizabeth McDougall said she would like to see a memorial left at the park in commemoration of the Battle. 

 

Ms. Clark with the National Park Service/Chalmette Battlefield told the Commission that any design must go through several ranks of government for approval for placement at the Battlefield. She said the process had already begun and that public meetings are being set to discuss the commemoration. Clark also stated that although the annual Battle of New Orleans commemoration does include weapons display, that no re-enactment can be held on the Battlefield. 

 

Bayham discussed that a monument to the British who fell at the Battle be considered and be placed at the site. 

 

Bill Hyland suggested a call for artists for suggestions for a memorial. It was also suggested that the Commission look into Arts grants which may be available.
 

McDougall suggested the use of Dottie Belletto's group, the New Orleans Convention Company Inc., NOCCI to organize the important events. She suggested creating a calendar to work with other parks across the country which are also commemorating the War of 1812

 

Moore proposed for next meeting that the committees refine the list of priorities. He stated the next meeting would be held Nov. 14.
Adjournment. 
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