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Battle of New Orleans Commission
March 28, 2014 Meeting Minutes

Commissioners present: Chairman Henson Moore, Mike Bayham, Ed Cailleteau, Bill Hyland, Elizabeth McDougall, Mark Romig, Bill Schultz, Katie Tommaseo, Roger Villere and Mark Zelden. 

Absent: Gary Joiner, and Rep. Nick Lorusso. 

Others present: Julie Vezinot, Director of Boards and Commissions – Office of Lt. Governor Jay Dardenne; Allison Pena and Guy Hughes, NPS; Jan Allen, NOCCI; Pat Gallagher, Daughters of 1812; Sister Carolyn Brockland, Ursuline Convent; Elizabeth Frost, Chalmette Refining, LLC; Joyce Miller, Louisiana State Museum; Jeanne Williams, USD 1812; Jason Strada, Friends of the Cabildo; Alvin Jones, Signs Express. 

Approval of Minutes: Chairman Moore asked Commissioners to review and approve the minutes from the Feb. 13 meeting. Bill Hyland offered a motion to approve without changes; Elizabeth McDougall offered a second to the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 

Education: Richard Hartley with Lt. Governor Dardenne presented the second draft of the Teacher’s Desk Reference to the Commission. Hartley said revisions are being made and photos and images have yet to be included in the book, but it should be complete and ready for distribution in the summer. He said he plans to present it to the BESE for its support. 
Moore told the group that this is the number one project of the Commission, as was stated in the original legislation for the Commission. 
Budget: Moore told the Commission that the reprinting of the nine booklets on the Battle were talked about previously but not approved as far as a budget item. He asked the Commission how they wanted to proceed. Moore made the point that once the booklets are reprinted into a single book, as has been proposed, the Commission would own it and can distribute as it sees fit. 

Bill Hyland said he felt the book would have historical value and that the Commission could sell the books, which could help to recover some of the printing costs. Moore asked the Commission to vote on the project, subject to funding provided through a proposed donation.  
Ed Cailleteau made the motion to approve the project; Hyland offered a second; motion moved unanimously. 

Flagpoles: Bayham made motion; Ed offered a second; all approve; NPS will dictate where the poles will be placed. The period flags will fly every day. Sponsors are being sought for this project. 
LPB: Moore; the cost for the rebroadcast will be free; the cost will be for the roundtable; Beth will work with Moore in finding sponsors for this project

Drez Book: Bill Schultz said he should have the $6,000 from a potential sponsor for the Commission’s contribution to fund its portion of the book soon. 
Merchandise: Mark Zelden gave the Commission an update on the coin and gun projects. Zelden said the coin would be ready by mid-April. He presented a sample of the coin to the Commission to view. He said the box is being created and that information is needed to complete the text for the insert. Zelden stated that the initial run would cost the Commission between $15,000-$20,000 and that there is an outstanding credit from the Louisiana Bicentennial Commission that could be used to offset that cost. He will report back to the Commission with more definitive details. 

Zelden also reported on the gun being produced by Lipsey’s. He said that Lipsey’s would like to make the initial run of 50-100 guns and see how the sales go before producing more. Zelden will get details of the pricing at a future meeting. 

Public Comment: Tim Pickles told the Commission that he has opened registration for the re-enactment; to date has about 600 individuals to take part in the event. Pickles said it will be the biggest event anywhere in commemoration of the War of 1812. Pickles also stated that the event will be visible and accessible to tourists to view, but will cost a fee. He will report more details at another Commission meeting.
Meeting adjourned. 
