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Battle of New Orleans Commission
April 25, 2014 Meeting Minutes

Commissioners present: Chairman Henson Moore, Mike Bayham, Ed Cailleteau, Bill Hyland, Elizabeth McDougall, Katie Tommaseo, Roger Villere and Mark Zelden. 

Absent: Gary Joiner, Rep. Nick Lorusso, Mark Romig and Bill Schultz.  

Others present: Julie Vezinot, Director of Boards and Commissions – Office of Lt. Governor Jay Dardenne; Allison Pena; Carl Gaines; Jane Caruso, Daughters of British Empire; Lauren Bird, Taryn Rogers, Randall Browning, of Valero Refining; Ryan Fink, St. Bernard Parish Government; Samantha Wolf and Dottie Belletto, NOCCI; Sister Carolyn Brockland, Ursuline Convent; William Allerton, General Society War of 1812; Gayle Buckley, St. Bernard Tourist Commission; Steve Schulkens; Marvin Russell and Tim Pickles, Louisiana Living History Foundation; Lea Martin and Pat Gallagher, USD 1812; Al Jackson, Historic Treme Collection. 
Sponsorship Presentation:
Representatives from Valero Refinery of Chalmette presented a check for $2,500 to Chairman Moore and the Commission for sponsorship of the Villere Plantation Historic Marker. 

Welcome:
St. Bernard Parish President Dave Peralta welcomed the Commission, which met in the Parish Council Chambers, said he his office will support efforts of the Battle of New Orleans commemoration.
Approval of Minutes:
Motion to approve minutes of the March 28, 2014 meeting. Bill Hyland offered a motion; Ed Cailleteau offered a second. The motion carried. 
Postage Stamp:
Chairman Moore introduced a resolution brought forth by Mike Bayham addressed to the U.S. Postal Service Citizen’s Advisory Council regarding a commemorative postage stamp. Moore offered a motion that the Commission approve the resolution and that it be sent to Washington. Bayham offered the motion, Elizabeth McDougall offered a second. The motion carried. 
Fundraising Update:
Mark Zelden
Zelden told the Commission that he was set to meet with Richard Lipsey on April 30 to discuss further the commemorative guns and said he will send the details of the meeting to the Commission. 
Zelden also informed the Commission that due to his increased work load and travel schedule he was resigning as Finance Committee chairman. 

Historical Plaque:
Roger Villere said that the Office Veteran’s Affairs is working on compiling a list of those who fought and died at the Battle while defending the United States. The National Park Service is working out where on the grounds is the appropriate location to place the plaque. Allison Pena with NPS told the Commission that although it had been discussed previously that the plaque become a part of the Alliance Memorial project, Pena said that the process would move faster if the plaque project were a separate project. Moore agreed and thanked her stating that the Commission would like it complete and ready to unveil on January 8, 2015.

Also, Pat Gallagher told the Commission that she has raised $3,000 toward the cost of a flag pole which would bear one of the three historic flags to be placed at the park. Moore stated that the project would proceed and that it would not be necessary to place all three in time for the 2015 anniversary date, but could be placed later as funds are secured. 

Education:
Moore told the Commission that the Teacher’s Desk Reference is still in production with final edits and the inclusion of images and photos. He also said the reprinting of the nine booklets is awaiting more information from the press from Gary Joiner. 
Events:
Samantha Wolf with NOCCI presented the update event calendar to the Commission. She also stated that Where Magazine, a travel and destination-specific publication, is interested in promoting the commemoration. 
Future meeting dates:
Chairman Moore set the Commission’s meetings for the upcoming four months. The meetings will June 12, July 10, Aug. 14 and Sept. 18. The locations are to be determined and will be announced when selected. 
Public Comment:
Tim Pickles gave an update on the re-enactment. He said registration for the event is currently at 800 people and will continue to grow. Pickles mentioned some concern about the logistics of the event. Katie Tomasseo said that St. Bernard Parish would assist with a shuttle transporting visitors to the various events for the commemoration. 
Mike Bayham suggested a committee be formed which would help manage/coordinate the January 8 events. 

Meeting adjourned. 
