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Battle of New Orleans Commission
Feb. 13, 2014 Meeting Minutes

Commissioners present: Chairman Henson Moore, Mike Bayham, Ed Cailleteau, Bill Hyland, Elizabeth McDougall, Mark Romig, Bill Schultz, Katie Tommaseo, Roger Villere and Mark Zelden. 

Absent: Gary Joiner, and Rep. Nick Lorusso. 

Others present: Julie Vezinot, Director of Boards and Commissions – Office of Lt. Governor Jay Dardenne; Alvin Jackson, Historic Treme Collection; Pat Gallagher, Daughters of 1812; Carl Gaines Jr., St. Bernard Parish Government; Alvin Jones, Sign Express; Jane Caruso, Daughters of the British Empire; Victoria Baiamonte, park manager, Fort Pike State Historic Site; Elizabeth Bordelon, Plaquemines Parish; Kristy Wallisch, Jean Lafitte National Historic Site; Wanda Alcon, St. Bernard Tourist Commission; Patricia Corral, NPS; Sister Carolyn Brockland, Ursuline Convent; Amanda Hardesty; St. Bernard Office of Tourism; Allison Pena, NPS; Brittany Mulla, French Quarter Business Association; Elizabeth Frost; Chalmette Refinery/Exxon; Polly Campbell, St. Bernard Community Foundation; Nigel Fields; NPS; Samantha Wolf, NOCCI; Kendall Grigsby; Great Northern & Southern Navigation Company; Tim Pickles, Louisiana Living History Foundation; Christopher Tidmore, Louisiana Weekly; Joyce Miller, Louisiana State Museum; James Coleman Jr., Honorary British Consul; Alvin Jackson, Historic Treme Collection.  

Approval of Minutes from the Dec. 12 Meeting – no meeting was held Jan. 24, 2014 due to an ice storm.
Mark Romig entered a motion to approve; Ed Cailleteau offered a second. The motion was approved unanimously. 

Budget: Chairman Moore reviewed the commitments placed forth by the Commission: the Teacher’s Desk Reference - $75,000; Book by Ron Drez - $6,000; LPB Documentary - $25,000; Lapel Pins - $2,000; Adler’s Coins - $20,000 and Historical Markers - $12,475; and NOCCI - $24,000. However, donors are being sought for the historical markers which will bring the commitment by the Commission to zero. Moore also stated that a grant application had been submitted to Entergy for possibly funding for the Teacher’s Desk Reference. He said Entergy would meet later in the month to consider the applications. 

Mark Romig suggested that Chairman Moore address the Louisiana Legislature to give them an update on plans for the Battle of New Orleans commemoration and ask them to help get the word out across the state. Elizabeth McDougall said she would speak with the Coastal Coalition to do the same. 

Historical Markers: Katie Tommaseo told the Commission she had found sponsors for three of the markers and was awaiting responses from two other groups which may fund the other two. Moore suggested that upon completion and installation of the markers, that staggered unveiling of each marker be scheduled in order to draw press attention. 

Merchandise: Julie Vezinot told the Commission that she had a quote from a vendor to produce the Battle of New Orleans lapel pins. The Commission OK’d the image of the Battle of New Orleans logo as the image to be used for the pins. The Commission voted to allow Vezinot to move forward with the vendor – Mark Romig offered a motion and Bill Hyland offered a second to the motion – the motion was carried unanimously. 

Jan Allen with NOCCI gave information on the door decals and posters to promote the commemoration. Mike Bayham offered a motion to move forward with the printing of the pieces; Ed Cailleteau offered a second to the motion; the motion was carried unanimously. 

Moore asked about the light pole banners. Allen said she is waiting on a quote for the banners. Tommaseo stated that she is also working on securing banners for St. Bernard Parish. She said that the Parish banners will have a different look than the other banners, but will intermix with the Battle of New Orleans banners along St. Claude and into the Parish to offer a consistent message to visitors. 

Wanda Alcon with the St. Bernard Parish Tourist Commission addressed the Commission with a proposal to print the official Battle of New Orleans branded t-shirts to be sold for the commemoration. Alcon said her commission agreed to donate 10 percent of the sales to the Battle of New Orleans Commission and that her commission would manage the sales, distribution and fulfillment of the orders. Mark Romig entered a motion to approved Alcon’s proposal; Elizabeth McDougall offered a second to the motion; the motion was carried unanimously. 

McDougall also said that she will get an update from Jose’ Balli, the jewelry designer who was working on a Battle of New Orleans-themed design. She will give an update at the next meeting. 
Events: Elizabeth McDougall said that a call-out to Louisiana Travel Promotion Association (LTPA) for events which may be planned for the commemoration to be placed on our events calendar. She said it would not be prudent to print a calendar any earlier than June of this year as plans will continue to be made and/or changed. She also suggested issuing a press release from the Commission asking about events. 

Memorandum of Intent: Moore told members that the Commission must agree to enter into a Memorandum of Intent with the National Park Service in order to move forward with plans for the Alliance Memorial. The MOI is needed in a series of procedures to occur as the NPS will review the plan and ultimately accept or reject it. Bill Hyland entered a motion to approve; Ed Cailleteau offered a second; the motion was carried unanimously. 

In conjunction with the events to be held, Moore had asked the NPS to fly the period flags at the Chalmette Battlefield during the commemoration. Guy Hughes/NPS said he had a quote of $2,000 for one flagpole and would find costs of flags. Moore asked Jan Allen/NOCCI to be the Commission’s liaison with the NPS on this project. 

Katie Tommaseo said that St. Bernard Parish planned to fly the 15-star flag at the entrances to the parish during the commemoration. 

Moore had previously discussed a proposed plaque to list the dead. He is awaiting results from research being conducted by the Department of Veterans Affairs on the list. In his discussions with the NPS as to where to place the plaque, it was brought to his attention that it may be best if placed in the footprint of the proposed Alliance Memorial. 

British Ambassador’s Visit: Moore called upon Jimmy Coleman Jr., the Honorary British Consulate, to discuss the visit by British Ambassador Sir Peter Westmacott. The Ambassador made a visit to New Orleans and the Chalmette Battlefield in late January. Coleman said the visit was very positive and that the Ambassador was quite interested in the memorial and he toured the battlefield. Coleman said that fundraising will move forward. 
Re-enactment:

Christopher Tidmore told the Commission that in working on the re-enactment, he was also working with partners to bring the American Queen Riverboat back to begin tours in conjunction with the commemoration. 

On the re-enactment, Moore had asked Tidmore of any ask he was to make to the Commission. Tidmore stated that his group first needed to secure insurance to being improving the land to be used. He said the amount would be about $12,000. Jimmy Coleman told the Commission that he would donate the money needed to the Commission to be paid to Tidmore’s group for the insurance. 
Other business: Mike Bayham said he planned to be in Washington DC in next week for Washington Mardi Gras and wanted to lay a wreath at the grave of Commodore Daniel Patterson who fought in the Battle of New Orleans. The commission agreed to pay for the wreath at a cost of about $150. 

Alvin Jackson with the Historic Treme Collection asked the Commission how they would honor the freemen of color who fought in the Battle. Moore told him that it would be covered in detail in the Teacher’s Desk Reference. 

The next meeting was announced for Friday, March 28, 2014. 


Adjournment


