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Battle of New Orleans Commission
April 12, 2013 Meeting Minutes

Commissioners present: Chairman Henson Moore, Mike Bayham, Ed Cailleteau, Bill Hyland, Rep. Nick Lorusso, Elizabeth McDougall, Mark Romig, and Bill Schultz. 

Absent: Hank Braden, Dorothy Harrington, Gary Joiner, Roger Villere and Mark Zelden. 

Others present: Julie Vezinot, Director of Boards and Commissions – Office of Lt. Governor Jay Dardenne; Allison Pena and Guy Hughes, National Park Service; Tim Pickles; Katie Tommaseo, St. Bernard Tourism Commission; Jane Caruso, Daughters of the British Empire; Kirsten Gray, British Consulate – Houston; Grover Mouton, Tulane University; Lake Douglas, LSU School of Landscape Architecture; Jeff Harilson, US Marine Corps.; Sergio Aranda, US Marine Corps.; Jarrod Friloux, US Marine Corps.; Nigel Brown, Royal Marines – Attaché’ British Embassy-D.C.;  and John Stubbs, Tulane University.  
Minutes: 
Ed Cailleteau offered a motion to approve minutes from the Jan. 17 meeting. Bill Hyland, offered a second. Motion was approved unanimously. 

New Commissioner:
Chairman Moore welcomed newly-appointed commissioner Mark Romig to the Commission. Romig is the appointment by the New Orleans City Council. Moore stated Romig would be a great asset to the Commission with his connections to New Orleans through his position as president of the New Orleans Tourism and Marketing Corporation.

Finance: 
Mark Zelden, fundraising chairman, introduced a contract with the Community Foundation of Acadiana to the Commission for approval. The contract would allow the CFA to act as the fiscal agent for the Commission, through its agreement with the Louisiana Historical Legacy Inc.; the non-profit created to help fund both the Louisiana Bicentennial of Statehood and the Battle of New Orleans Commission. 
Mark Romig moved that the Commission approve the agreement. Bill Hyland motioned a second. The motion was approved unanimously. 

Jose Balli, New Orleans jeweler who was slated to attend the meeting was unable to attend. 

Committee Reports:
Memorial Committee:

Jimmy Coleman gave his update on the Memorial. He stated that progress is underway and that the project had strong support from the British Embassy. 
Lake Douglas, associate professor at the LSU Robert Reich School of Landscape Architecture, had been asked by Henson Moore to manage the competition for the memorial design. Douglas explained how the jury was selected and the limited competition among landscape architecture firms. A meeting was planned for April 22 to discuss the submissions. A proposed time frame would allow the finalists to submit their designs in September; at which time one design would be selected. Douglas said he expects the project to cost between $1 million and $1.5 million. The target completion of the memorial is Dec. 1, 2014.
Douglas thanked Chairman Moore and the Commission in allowing himself and LSU to host the competition and for its participation in the project. 

Moore told the Commission that it is important to raise funds for the Memorial as soon as possible as to not to delay its progress. He also stated that fundraising for the memorial should be separate from the Commission’s fundraising for other aspects of the commemoration. 

Jimmy Coleman had donated $15,000 as an honorarium to be paid to the firms who submit a final proposal. Moore thanked Coleman for his passion about the project and for his generous donation. Moore also stated that it is important that the Commission work closely with the National Park Service on this project as they are trustees of the land and will benefit from its existence. 
Rep. Nick Lorusso addressed Moore and the Commission and stated that he was concerned about building a memorial specifically to the fallen British – an enemy of the United States at the time and how that would be perceived in the public. He asked that it be discussed as a possible memorial to 200 Years of Friendship. Moore said he appreciated Lorusso’s opinion and his sensitivity to the issue. No final name of the memorial was decided at the meeting. 
Education:
Gary Joiner reported that he felt it important to reprint the series of papers written to mark the sesquicentennial of the Battle of New Orleans. He’d like to see them distributed to all state libraries through which they would be made available to the general public. Research will be done to locate any copyright on the papers. 
Fundraising:
Mark Zelden reported he had met with Richard Lipsey about the creation of commemorative guns. One option would be the replication of a powder gun. More discussion is needed. 

Zelden also stated he met with Tiffany Adler to discuss the production of a commemorative coin – much like that created by Adler’s Jewelers for the Louisiana Bicentennial of Statehood. He said she was willing to do the project, but no design had been discussed. 

He also discussed with the Commission the possibility of hosting two fundraising events; he suggested a kickoff event in the Fall of 2013 and one in the Spring of 2014. No decision was made on the idea.

Zelden stated that in his efforts to raise funds, he wanted to contract with a London PR firm to assist with the placement of media in the British markets. No decision was made on the idea.
Events:

Bill Schultz told the Commission he would research the events being held by all other states which are participating in the Bicentennial of the War of 1812. He said it is important to coordinate with these states to cross promote the information. 

Mark Romig told the Commission that NOLA Navy Week will return in the week of April 13, 2015. He said the week-long event was a huge success when it kicked off in April 2012. Romig stated Navy Week will be a great bookend to the commemoration. 
Ed Cailleteau told the Commission that he had contacted the Society of 1812 about co-hosting a period ball and the idea was declined. 

Chairman Moore told the group that Bill Hyland had agreed to take those interested on a tour of historical sites related to the Battle of New Orleans. The tour would take place immediately following the meeting. 
Meeting was adjourned.
