UELRR Advisory Committee Meeting

Meeting of February 9, 2012
MINUTES
The UELRR Advisory Committee met at the Louisiana Department of Revenue on Thursday, February 9, 2012 at ten o’clock a.m. (10:00 a.m.)
Committee Members present were: Chairman, Tim Cefalu, Secretary Cynthia Bridges, Roy Austin, Henri Louapre and Donna Andries (via phone).  
Also present were Stacy Garrett, Niles Bollinger, Sebrena Coleman, Debra Guillory(LDR), Mark West (Ascension/LATA), Bobby Craig, Tiffany Delapasse (EBRP), Rick Mekdessie,   Michael Collins (Bossier), Gregory Rupert (Jefferson), and George Marretta via phone.
Chairman Cefalu declared the meeting duly convened at 10:14 a.m.

Board Member Secretary Cynthia Bridges made a motion to adopt the minutes from the Advisory Committee meeting of November 10, 2011 and the motion was seconded by Henri Louapre and the committee all agreed.  Minutes were adopted.  
The following agenda items were discussed by the committee:

1.) Current Operations/Statistics as of January 31, 2012
· We have collected nearly $3.6 Billion. 1.9 Returns have been filed since 2008.
· Secretary Bridges added that LDR received about 553 calls related to the system.

· There were two change requests from the parishes and both have been addressed and resolved.

2.) RFP for Enhancement – Multi Parish Interface
· The Sub-committee has met several times since the last meeting.  Roy Austin gave an update which included 2 proposals.  
1. Lines 1-12 – taxpayers input all that information by jurisdiction; or
2. A consolidated parish tab with columns for all jurisdictions that the business does business in.  This would be customized by how their profile is set up.  Lines 1-12 are reported in 1 number per line/parish and then taxable sales are divvied up by jurisdiction. This option would eliminate 248 key strokes from current system set up.

· The Sub-committee also met with two (2) Small Businesses Feb. 8th, Turnkey Systems and LA Office Products.  After doing a demo it was determined that Option 2 would be the best option for these two businesses.  Encouraged them to use electronic upload.    

· Rick Mekdessie asked if the State should have the same format on the return.  Sebrena Coleman added that the current set up works for the State better than what’s being considered.  Secretary Bridges replied that she would like to see the screen shots of the enhancement before making any final decisions.  
3.)  Out of Compliance Jurisdictions
· There are still a few parishes out of compliance (Lafourche, Beauregard and W. Feliciana).  
· Roy Austin made a motion that once the project is approved, Secretary Bridges will draft a letter to the parishes with a go live target date for the enhancement feature and to let them know that they must be in compliance by the date.  

· Chairman Cefalu and Donna Andries will contact the parishes still out of compliance.  

4.)  Public Comment
· There were no public comments.
5.)  Meeting Dates of 2012

·  The next meeting dates have been tentatively set for August 9th, and November 8th.
The next Advisory Committee Meeting is scheduled for Thursday, May 10, 2012 at 10:00 AM, and will be at the Louisiana Department of Revenue in the 2nd Floor Calcasieu Room.
There being no further agenda items or public comments member Roy Austin made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Henri Louapre and seconded the motion.  Chairman Cefalu adjourned the meeting at 11:15 AM.  

Respectfully submitted by:

__________________________

Tim Cefalu, Chairman

