UELRR Advisory Committee Meeting

Meeting of February 14, 2013
MINUTES
The UELRR Advisory Committee met at the Louisiana Department of Revenue on Thursday, February 14, 2013 at ten o’clock a.m. (10:00 a.m.)
Committee Members present were: Chairman, Tim Cefalu, Tim Barfield, Donna Andries and Roy Austin and Henri Louapre via phone.
Also present were Stacy Garrett and Debra Guillory (LDR), Chelsea Roberts, Rick Mekdessie (E-Gov Systems), Mark West (Ascension), and Gregory Ruppert (Jefferson Parish).
Chairman Cefalu declared the meeting duly convened at 10:15 a.m.

Board Member Tim Barfield made a motion to adopt the minutes from the Advisory Committee meeting of December 5, 2012 and the motion was seconded by Donna Andries and the committee all agreed.  Minutes were adopted.  
The following agenda items were discussed by the committee:

1.) Current Operations/Statistics as of January 31, 2013
· Collections are continuing to increase.  Collections in January were 143.5 million.  
· Total Collections to date are $5 Billion.  The system is continuing to work and benefit the State.
2.) Issues or Comments on Parish E-File

· Debra Guillory reported that not all parishes are abiding by the notification rules.  Debra also reported that the parishes also aren’t informing DMV even though it is on the checklist. Mr. Barfield asked about sending reminders and follow-ups.  
· Chelsea Roberts w/ E-Gov Systems does send reminders via email with a checklist.  It is a system generated form when the taxpayer makes changes that are outside the normal rate change requests.    
3.) RFP for Enhancement – Multi Parish Interface
· Stacy Garret will begin sending out the new system to the select parishes for testing.  She will contact the parishes by February 20th.  
· Rick Mekdessie reminded the group that the application should not be downloaded as it is only being sent for testing purposes.   
· Donna Andries asked if there would be a tutorial for the new enhancement.  Stacy Garrett replied that LDR training staff is finishing up a PowerPoint on it.  

· Donna Andries also asked about marketing.  LDR has notified its Public Affairs division as to this but it is on hold at the moment.

· Tim Barfield asked the committee to set a firm go live date for the system to launch.  March 1, 2013 was agreed upon by the committee as the go live date.   
5.)  Future Enhancements to Parish E-File
· Tim Cefalu discussed the idea of having a unique ID with the locals and they are open to the idea but would need more information.

· Tim Barfield added that LDR had a meeting where they discussed having a virtural index system where taxpayers would use their federal ID numbers that would link to all other accounts.  It could just be a feature for Parish E-File right now where if the taxpayer puts in either of the numbers (state, local or federal) the system would recognize them.  
· Rick Mekdessie brought up the idea of having a core number with maybe the same last three digits.  Debra also stated that some local entities use the first seven numbers of the state tax Id number as their account number.  
· Debra added that some business owners do not want to use/give their social security numbers as identification numbers.  Mr. Barfield will look into requiring SSNs to be used.
6.)  Tax Reform and Parish E-File

· Chairman Cefalu brought up the fact that the locals have been discussing taking over the system in the event tax reform passes.  They see the opportunity of adding more taxes to it.  
· Tim Barfield added that LDR has had discussions of making the state sales tax collection a joint venture with the locals with the locals having more control in administering and collecting.  
· Roy Austin mentioned that the administering agency would have to be or be under the direction of an official authority because some businesses wouldn’t want to participate with un-official entities. 

· Mark West inquired as to what other taxes could be added to the system.  Occupational licenses, alcohol renewals, franchise fees were discussed.   

7.)  Next Meeting Date

·  The next Advisory Committee meeting is scheduled for May 9, 2013.  Future tentative meeting dates are set for August 8th, and November 14th.  
There being no further agenda items or public comments member Donna Andries made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Roy Austin seconded the motion.  Chairman Cefalu adjourned the meeting at 10:52 AM.  

Respectfully submitted by:

__________________________

Tim Cefalu, Chairman

